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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.—THE SECRETARY OF 
THE TREASURY’S REPORT. 
Tne President’s Message is of unusual length even for such a 
document, and will ill repay the trouble of wading through it; and 
especially to those who wish to retain a good opinion of the prin- 
ciples and motives by which the foreign policy of the United 
States has of late been governed—if any such there be—we can- 
not recommend the undertaking. The greatest portion of this 
lengthy paper is occupied with an attempted justification of the 
war with Mexico. Every cause of complaint, however trivial, 
real or imaginary, since the first day that Mexico became an inde- 
pendent state, is summoned to the aid of the President. But 
when all is done, those who have thought but little on the sub- 
ject before, will find themselves for the first time inquiring for 
the real cause of this expensive war, so inconvenient to American 
finances—so detrimental to American commerce. The arrival 
of the Caledonia steamer has put us in possession of a docu- 
ment which, short as it is, will be considered more to the 
point than the laboured and lengthy Message of the President. 
The document is “a proclamation of Commodore Stockton, Com- 
* mander-in-Chief of the United States’ forces in the Pacific 
“Ocean, and Governor of the territory of California, and Com- 
“ mander-in-Chief of the army of the same; in which he makes 
“known to all men, that having by right of conquest taken pos- 
“session of that territory known by the name of Upper and 
“Lower California, he declares it ro BE A TERRITORY OF THE 
‘‘ Unirep States, under the name of the Territory of California.” 


| This document, taken in connection with the ill-concealed designs 


of America towards those possessions for years past, affords an 


| easy solution of the aggressions against Mexico, notwithstanding 
| the professions of Mr Polk, that “ this war has not been waged 


with a view to conquest.” 

Having thus succeeded in incorporating Texas on the eastern 
coast, and California on the western coast, with the United States, 
we can readily believe that the war will now be prosecuted only 
with “a view to obtain an honourable peace.” We can well under- 
stand that the American Government will be satisfied to leave 
Mexico with what remains of her original territory for a few 


| years, until the new possessions of Texas and California shall 
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have become so well settled with American citizens, and other- 
wise so well organised as part of the Union, that the conquest of 
the remainder will become an easy matter. Judging from the 
past, all that America will care for in now seeking a peace with 
Mexico will be, that some of her numerous claims will be left un- 
settled, to form a pretext for a new quarrel at any future time, 
when it may become convenient to “‘ annex” another slice of that 
country. 

From the President's Message, we turn with pleasure to the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, presented to Congress. 
This is an able document, abounding with important information, 
and asserting doctrines, with respect to the internal government 
of the United States, at once sound and just. This document 
contains a clear and distinct account of the financial condition of 
the Union, an estimate of the income and expenditure of the cur- 
rent year, and of the plan by which it is proposed to make the one 
meet the other. Mr Walker gives the receipts and expenditure of 
the fiscal year, ending the 30th June last, as follows :— 















dollars. 
FOU’ CUSTOMS ceccceccccceccccceces ccc coc cceces ose coceenccsconcss cocese 26,712,667 ,87 
From sale of public lands ciccccoseseecceceecsseeeeeseceeeseeeses 24694,452,48 
From MiscellaneOUus SOULCES......ceccrccceceeceeseecceseseesececes 92,126,71 
Total receipts «sss. soveeee29,499, 247,06 
Add balance in the Treasury, July 1, 1845 .esccecrrevecceceenes 7 ,658,306,22 
Wedel WeSWi cee ceccveces ccnqngscescs cocccssesene 00037,157,553,28 
The expenditure of the year has beer 031,114,20 


Leaving balance on July Ist, 1846 cscosece 9,126,439,08 
Mr Walker then furnishes an estimate of the income and expen- 
diture up to the 30th of June, 1848, shewing a deficiency of 
18,560,826 dols, which in addition to a sum of 4,000,000 dols, 





which he considers it needful to retain as a permanent reserve in | 


the treasury, he proposes to provide for by raising a loan of 
19,000,000 dols, and by imposing a duty of twenty-five per cent upon 
tea and coffee, from which he expects to obtain annually the sum 
of 2,500,000 dols. 1 
16,891,029 lb of the value of 3,983,337 dols, and of coffee 124,366,054 
lb of the value of 7,802,894 dols, making an aggregate of 11,786,231 
dols; but calculating some reduction in the consumption to take 
place from the proposed duty, the nett revenue which it will yield 
is estimated only as above. These duties, it was proposed, should 
come into operation on the Ist of January. 

But by far the most interesting portion of this document is that 
which is occupied in a defence of the principles, on which the Go- 
vernment acted last year in modifying the tariff; and in reference 
to the facts which even already have so abundantly justified that 
policy. Mr Walker refers to the similarity of the errors com- 
mitted by Great Britain and America in attempting to sustain one 


interest at the expense of others, and of that of the general commu- | 
nity ; and he dwells particularly upon the causes which must inevi- | 
tably operate to deprive such attempts of their expected advantage, | 


even to the parties intended to be benefitted. He shows that the 
adoption of a wise policy by Great Britain in repealing her restric- 
tive system would be of little advantage to the United States, un- 
less accompanied by sucha policy as would facilitate the impor- 
tation of the manufactures of England. Mr Walker says— 
Commerce between nations is but an exchange of their respective products, 
specie liquidating only the occasional fluctuating balances, and cannot long be 
maintained to any great extent by sales for specie only. Thus, if England opens 
her markets to our products, whilst we exclude by high duties most of the fabrics 
she would sell in exchange, her specie would rapidly diminish, and such a com- 
merce would languish and decline. She might still, from necessity, purchase a 
portion of our products; but a necessity, equally stern and irresistible, from ex- 
hausted means, would soon compel her to reduce the purchases and price, and 
thus diminish the balance demanded from her in specie. To maintain, then, 
permanently a profitable commerce with England, the barriers must be broken 
down on both sides—her corn laws repealed, and our duties reduced, so as to 
permit an exchange of her fabrics and our products. With high duties on our 
part, we could realise but little permanent advantage from the repeal of her corn 
laws. Such high duties would continue in force, against our farmers, nearly as 
effectually as though the British corn laws had never been repealed. Before 
the repeal of those laws, the advocates of our protective policy conceded that, if 
England would open her markets for our bread stuffs and provisions, we should 
receive her fabrics in exchange. Now her markets are thus opened to these pro- 
ducts, and the friends of a protective tariff, abandoning their former position, 
would still arrest, by high duties, the exchange of English fabrics for our bread 
stuffs and provisions. If the reduced duties are continued on both sides, so as to 


The consumption of tea in the last year was | 
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j permit a reciprocal interchange of commodities, the foreign market, now opened 
' for our bread stuffs and provisions, must be maintained. 

Experience is against the protective policy. In England, after a long trial, 
and ruinous results, it is abandoned; and here, under the tariff of 1842, the 
prices of bread stuffs and provisions fell, and have now risen with the reduction 
of duties and the opening of a foreign market. From a long peace, Europe is 
becoming so densely populated, that her poorer soil and more uncertain climate 
afford a less adequate supply of food from year to year for her rapidly -increasing 
population. Under a system of low duties, and a reciprocal interchange of com- 
modities, it will be the interest, not only of Great Britain, but also of most of 
the continent of Europe, to take a large supply of food from us; but, by arrest- 
| ing the exchange of their fabrics for our products, it becomes their interest, and 
in fact a necessity, to look for and encourage markets elsewhere ; and also by ex- 
traordinary means, and high governmeijital bounties, to drive capital into agri- 
culture there, to supply the wants of their people, unable to purchase our pro- 
ducts, for which, by high duties, we demand payment in specie. 


The greater part of this document may be studied with much 
interest and advantage in this country, in reference to the changes 
| which have recently been made in our commercial policy. If, 
in reading it, we bear in mind that, in America, the products of 
the land are in great excess of the home consumption, and that, 
therefore, no attempt has even been made to protect them ; and 
that manufactures, which are produced in a very insufficient 
quantity for the demand of the population, have been the sole 
object of legislative care, and protected by high duties imposed 
on the portion imported, thus raising the prices above what they 
would otherwise have been—and, if we further bear in mind 
that, in England, the reverse has been the case—we may pc- 
ruse much of this document with great benefit, as applicable to 
England, merely reversing the interests, with respect to which the 
observations are made. The following remarks, as to the mode 


created for American manufactures in America, is strikingly ap- 
plicab!e to what our experience has already shown, is the only 
true principle by which a sound and healthy home market for 
agricultural products can be maintained in Great Britain :— 


The home market can never be sufficient for our rapidly-increasing agricul- 
tural products; but it is for all our manufactures, and for a vast amount be- 
sides, which is imported yearly from abroad. Let us enlarge the market for our 
own manufacturers at home, by removing taxation and restrictions from agri- 
culture, commerce, and navigation, and with augmented means those engaged 


of other pursuits by high duties and onerous restrictions. 

The great body of American consumers not engaged in manufactures are the 
customers of the manufacturer, and to affect injuriously the means of those who 
purchase, mu-t eventually diminish the profits of those who sell the manufac- 
tures. By extending our own commerce, agriculture, and navigation, by in- 
creasing the profits of those engaged in those pursuits, by relieving them from 
heavy taxes, and opening to them unrestricted exchanges with all the world, a 
far larger, and better, and more permanent, and eventually more profitable, home 


minishing the means of their customers engaged in other pursuits. When the 
farmer and planter, the merchant and navigator, are most prosperous, they 
will purchase more of American as well as foreign manufactures. In this 
manner labour, untaxed and unrestricted by legislation, will tind its way into 
the most natural channels and prosperous pursuits, and the aggregate wealth 
of the whole nation will advance most rapidly. 
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What can be more true, as shown by the experience of this 
country, if we only reverse the interests by changing a few 
words :—“ The great body of English consumers, not engaged 
“in agriculture, are the customers of the farmer, and to affect 
“ injuriously the means of those who purchase, must eventually 
“ diminish the profits of those who sell the agricultural produce. 
“ By extending our manufactures, by increasing the profits of 
“those engaged in those pursuits, by opening to them unre- 
“ stricted exchanges with all the world, a far larger, and better, 
“and more permanent, and eventually more profitabie, home 
“market will be secured to the farmers, than any they can de- 
“rive from diminishing the means of their customers engaged in 
“other pursuits. When the manufacturer and the mercantile 
“community are most prosperous, they will purchase more of 
“ English as well as foreign agricultural produce. In this mar- 
“ner labour, unrestricted by legislation, will find its way into 
“the most natural channels and prosperous pursuits, and the 
“aggregate wealth of the whole nation will advance most 
“rapidly.” Here we have a most clear and comprehensive ex- 
pression of the doctrines we have insisted upon during the whole 
of our struggle for free trade in this country. They are great 
principles, not applicable to any one interest, or to any one 
place, but confirmed equally by the experience of all ages and 
all countries. 

But Mr Walker recognises in the attempt to subvert these 
true economical laws, a policy both “unwise and unjust.” Again, 
let us mark how the experience of America accords with that 
of England :— 

It is as unwise and unjust as it is repugnant to equal rights and republican 
principles to force, by legislation, any class of the community to buy from or to 
Sell only to another. High duties are equivalent to a legislative resolve that the 
farmer shall buy and sell only in the home market, and not to any extent in any 
of the other markets of the wor'd. Such a system necessarily brings into con- 
flict the interests of the various classes composing the Union, and one class is 


depressed for the benetit of another. But by opening all the markets, at home 
and abroad, to all our-people engaged in every pursuit—agriculture, commerce, 





| 


| 
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So long as it sought to advance particular branches of industry at the expense 





of others, by high duties, the tariff will be a source of never-ending political agi- | 


tation, rendering uncertain all the pursuits of business, defying all calculation as 
to the investment of capital, fluctuating with every election, and rising or falling 
with the successive elevation or downfal of political parties. No tariff ever can 
be permanent which forces the American people, for the benefit of any class or 
portion of them, to buy or sell only in such market as may be prescribed by law. 
Such a system, although it might for a time obtain a transient victory, cannot 
ultimately and permanently be sustained by the American pvople. 


With what truth might this passage be rendered in English! 


—*So long as we sought to advance particular branches. of | 


‘industry, at the expense of others, by high protective duties, | 


“the law was a source of nevei-2nding poliical agitation, ren- 
dering uncertain all the pursuits of business, detying all ca'- 
culations as to the investment of capital, and fluctuating with 
“every session of parliament. No law could be permanent 
whica compelled the British people, for the benefit of any class 
or portion of them, to buy or sell only in such market as 
was prescribed by law.” No remarks could be more appli- 
cable to the unhappy effects which a long persistance in the pro- 
tective principle produced in this country. 


‘ 


‘ 


Mr Walker refers with great clearness to the identity “in prin- 
ciple” of the protective laws in America and those now aban- 
doned—happily for the true interests of all parties ia this country 


| —and points to the only way by which both countries can secure 


|} manufactures. 


by which the best and most permanent home market can be | 


lasting and permanent prosperity :— 

The British corn laws and our tariff of 1842 were identical in principle, al- 
though applicable to different imports. In England, the effect was, by the corn 
laws, to build up a home market for agricultural products at the expense of 
Here, the effect was, by productive duties in favour of manufac- 
tures, to impair the market abroad for our surplus agricultural products. In 
England, it was called the protection of agriculture; here, the protection of 
manufactures. In England, the blow was aimed at manufactures; here, the in 
jury was inilicted on agriculture commerce, and navigation. To build up an 
adequate home market here for our vast and rapidly-augmenting agricultural 
products, by taxes on the exchange of our imports in foreign markets, was as im- 
possible as it would be to establish a sufficient home market for British manufac- 
tures by the corn laws. Manufactures are the great British exports, and agri 


| cultural products the chief American exports ; and any restriction upon the ex- 


in these pursuits will furnish alarger and better home market for our manufac- | 
tures than they can ever derive in a series of years by diminishing the protits | 


| demned and abandoned British protective policy. 


market, will be secured to the manufacturers than any they can derive from di- | 


manufactures, and navigution—instead of being antagonist interests, would soon | 


be all united and harmonised in advancing together the public welfare. Such a 

tariff must soon satisfy all classes and all branches of industry, placing this great 

question on a permanent basis, taking it, as well as all the pursuits of business, 
out of the arena of politics, and out of the struggle to advance or depress rival 
| political parties or aspirants. 
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| man combines the philosopher with the politician, that he can ever | 


changes of either in the foreign market, in which exports must always look for 
a purchaser, must be disastrous in its effects. 

The ruinous consequences of the protective system having been proved in 
England by her own most enlightened statesmen, and demonstrated by expe- 
rience, it has been surrendered there by most of those who sustained it heretofore 
under the head of its own former most able and distinguished advocate; and 
now, when it has failed abroad, after reducing millions there to want and misery, 
we are asked, after its overthrow there and here, to re-establish at home the con- 
At the very time when the 
markets of Great Britain are opened to our products by the repeal of her corn 
laws, we are desired to prevent their operation in favour of those products by 
high or prohibitory dutie: on the only fabrics for which they can be exchanged. 

Mr Walker then alludes to the pretence which the advocates 
of protection in America are 

against. Eng 
upon tobacco in this country .— 


a restrictive system land, in the high duty charged 

There yet remains tobaceo—one of our important staples—on which heavy 
duties, not for protection, but for revenue only, are still imposed in England ; but 
if our present commercial policy is maintained here, it is not doubted that even 
on this article the present high duties will be reduced, with the progressive 
advance, there and throughout the world, of the more liberal and cnlightened 
system of unrestricted exchanges. 

In our article of last week, we sufficiently anticipated and 
exposed the groundlessuess of this objection. If there be one 
duty in any country which can be termed a duty strictly for 
revenue only, and not even recognising protection as incidental 


to it, it is the one in question; it is almost the only excep- 
tion in our tariff, where a differential duty has not been 
imposed in favour of our own colonies. And as to the 


home production, which the Americaus aim so much to 
encourage—its growth in the United Kingdom is aciually prohi- 
bited. But the best reply tothe American Protectionist is the 
fact which we last week gave from the Board of Trade returns, that 
out of ovr whole annual import of 37,610,000 lbs of this article, 
no less than 36,615,985 lbs were the produce of the United States. 
With this fact Mr Walker may silence the most noisy of his o;- 
ponents, who rely upon our tobacco duties to wean the planters 
of the south to the aid of monopoly. 

Mr Walker concludes this part of his report with the following 
observations :— 

It is remarkable that all the able and philosophical writers on this great ques- 
tion, both in Europe and America, unconnected with party or politics, and in- 
fluenced only by a regard for truth and the best interests of all nations, have long 
and faithfully advocated the great doctrine of free exchanges, even when the 
practice of governments was opposed to theirviews; and they now enjoy the high 
satisfaction of seeing what they regarded as axiomatic truths incorporated into 
the policy of two of the greatest powers of the world, and moving onward to the 
great and final victory of universal peace and unrestricted commerce. 

The great test of the soundness of a principle is its applicability at 
all times, in all places, and to all interests. Jt isin the very nature 
of error, to wear itself out by the inconveniencies and sufferings 
to which those who follow it are continually exposed ; it is in the 
very nature of truth to advance, by the continued success which ob- 
servation discovers, to attend every approximation to it. The poli- 


tician who clings to expedients, however plausible, is always wrong in the | 
end; the philosopher who grasps a true principle, and fearlessly advo- | 


cates it, whatever be the ignorance or prejudice opposed to him, must 
always be ultimately triumphant. It is only in proportion as a staics- 


govern, with benefit to the people, or with ultimate credit to himself ; 
and he who admits the truth of a great principle, and coes not ac 


now making, for the continuance of 
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up toit, is either 
vern a country. 


without the necessary honesty or courage to go- 


Obstruction to true principles may postpone their advantages to a 


nation, but will never in the end prevent their triumph, 


eS 
FAITH IN PRINCIPLES. 
Srvrrat of the Trish papers have recently spoken, with great 


disapprobation, of corn merchants who have bought [Indian meal 
at £7 a ton, ad are now selling it at 16/, 17/7, or 18/, clearing a 


sum of 92,107, or 11/ a ton. They regard this as profiting by 
| the public misery. In some places deputations have waited on 
| the merchants to beseech them to sell for less, and keep down 


| the market price. 
'| the meal was 
| that tl 


| there been more of them to take the spare supplies 


if these merchants had not bought when 
at the lowest prices, and stored it up, it is clear 
when they bought, would have bee *n much lower, 
and would for some time have continued lower; more would then 
have been consumed, and the present short supply would have 
been still shorter: prices would have risen still higher, and the 
suffering rs of the people would have been still greater. Instead of 
reproach, those gentlemen who had confidence in the principles 

of trade, ‘na courage to act on them, in face of the proceedings of 
the Government to overrule them, deserve great praise; and, had 
out of the 
and sell them now, there would 
have been less variation in price, a greater approx mation to 
‘vy profit, and probably less present suffering. The mer- 
had faith in the principles of their business, though the 
had not, and benefitted both themselves and others. 
the bulk of the writers in the Irish newspapers, 


But, 


CG prices, 






market, when prices were low, 


ordina 
chants 
pe op! c 


Like the 
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| Government of little Hesse Darmstadt, has no faith in the prin- | 


ciples of trade; and the price of grain at Mayence having risen, in 
the short supply, it has “jssucd an ordinance, 
hiting speculation in grain for the purpose of obtaining 


accordance with 


= prohi 


| “immediate profit, and imposing a severe penalty upon any one 
| “who shall be discovered to have purchased grain and resold it 


| “ stringe 


| see that the 
| who poss 


| which they are 


“within a certain specified period at a profit. In the duchy of 
“ Baden, a similar proclamation has been issued, but less 
nt in its penalties.” Under such an ordinance, of course, 
no merchant will send for corn, no one will buy it when it arrives 
—with a view to future sale—and the result must be, to throw 
the whole supply of food into the hands of the Government, and 
make it morally and criminally responsible for every one that 
wants food, and every one that, from want of food, perishes. 

While 


al Iso, 


it is (says the Morning Chronicle) an extre mely melancholy spectacle to 
interests of communities are committed to the care of governments, 
8 so little knowledge of the best mode of meeting the difficulties by 


auivrounded — who are 


| fought was now an established principle with all civilised governments, that the 
; | greatest security for abundance lay in a free exercise of commercial enterprise— 


while these proclamations give evidence of so unexpected an ignuorance upon such 
subjects, yet do they also very powerfully proclaim the unusual scarcity which 
countries. 

In contrast to the want of faith in principles exhibited by 
writers in Ireland and sovereigns in Germany, we will remind our 
readers thaton Nov. 29,1815, we published an extract from Capt. 
Basil Hall's Fragments of Voyages and Travels, on the Famine in 
Bombay in 1812. 
council oF that preside nev, 
all exports, there being 15 months’ food in Bombay for its own 
population, and others being of opinion that the safest course was 
to leave trade entirely free, they urging that it would be sure to 
keep Bombay well supplied, and after infor: ming gus that the ad- 
vice of these latter, ‘vigorous minded men’ prevailed, Captain 
B. Hall thus summed up the result :— 

The consequences which followed were in the highest degree important and 
sntisfactory ; for, although the grain merchants set about exporting rice in great 
quantities to the northward, the prices instantly fell at Bombay when the doubts 
were ended. It frequently happened, also, that when several vessels came into 
the harbour together, one or more of them actually tripped their anchor a few 


pre vails in those 


| hours afterwards on learning the prices, and sailed off te the north in quest of a 


| better market, 





while the others preferred landing their cargoes and starting 
back for more, with the full intention, as they said, of looking in again as they 


i 
passed. 


J sonfess that it required no small faith in the soundness of these doctrines to 
Witie * the departure of well-freighted corn ships when we ourselves were on 
the very edge of starvation. Many men tremb'ed who had never quaked be- 
fore; and the period between the positive decision of the government and the 
full operation of this tria’ ofthe free trade principle was one of intense anxiety 
even to those who felt surest of their ground. 

Though the principles of free trade have been continually dis- 
cussed amongst us for years, and though they have been nomi- 
nally embraced by almost all our statesmen,—some of whom 
have been thought to compensate for many political heresies 
by an avowal of free trade principles, they seem to have been 
practically so little comprehended, and to have made so weak an 
impression, that the foremost of our public writers and states- 
men forget or disregard them at the very first exigency which 
arises. They have no faith in their own precepts. Had they 
been at Bombay, they would infallibly have closed the port, in 


| order to protect ‘their own population from dearth and famine, 


Throughout the late discussions on the corn Jaws, it was on all 

sides admitted that the Government and legislature could not 

advantageously interfere to direct any great branch of the national 

bodastr The spirit of Smith’s leading doctrine as to trade 
med to have infused itself through all. Ie Lys: 


After describing the conflict of opinions in the | 
some members being for prohibiting | 


so totally ignorant of that which we had | 


| other cases, led by an invisible hand, to promote an end which was no part of his 


| those who affected to trade for the public good. 










































































































As every individual endeavours a3 much as he can, both to employ his capital 
in the support of domestic industry, and so to direct that industry that its pro- 
duce may be of the greatest value, every individual necessarily Jabours to render 
the annual revenue of the society as great as he can. He generally, indeed, 
neither intends to promote the public interest, nor knows how much he is pro- 
moting it. By preferring the support of domestic to foreign industry, he intends 
only his own security; and by directing that industry, as its produce may be of 
the greatest value, he intends only his own gain, and he is in this, as in many 


intention. Nor is it always the worse for society, that it was no part of it. By 
pursuing his own interest, he frequently promotes that of society more effectually 
than when he intends to promote it. I have never known much good done by 
It is an affectation, indeed, not 
very common among merchants, and very few words need be employed in dis- 
suading them from it. What is the species of domestic industry which his capi- 
tal can employ, and of which the produce is likely to be greatest, every indivi- 
dual, it is evident, can in his local situation, judge much better than any states- 
man or lawgiver can do for him. The statesman who should attempt to direct 
private peop’e in what manner they ought to employ their capital, would not 
only load himself with a most unnecessary attention, but assume an authority 
which could safely be trusted to no council or senate whatever, and which could 
nowhere be so dangerous as in the hands of a man who had folly and presump- 
tion enough to fancy himself fit to exercise it. 

The whole stream of modern experience amply confirms this 
doctrine. Year after year, from 1822, at least, when our states- 
men gave up a large part of our navigation laws, through a 
succession of years, when they have given up duties on silk, wool, 
cotton, coffee, timber, &c., &c., till in 1846 they gave up the corn 
laws,—all intended to give a peculiar direction to some branches 
of national industry, and influence men in employing their capi- 
tal in cultivating them in preference, because, as has on every 
occasion been avowed, those duties and laws intended to promote 
the public welfare have been demonstrated to be equally offensive 
to numerous individuals, and noxious to the whole community. 
We have no knowledge of any theoretical or scientific deduction 
whatever, so amply confirmed as this of Smith. Every restrictive 
law successfully repealed, every discriminating duty done away, 
and they are now legions, is a homage to the principle that it 1s 
preposterously presumptuous and foolish in statesmen to attempt 
to direct, in any manner, the application of capital and the 
operations of industry. Notwithstanding this, and notwithstand- 
ing the shame, we may say, with which statesmea have been 
continually obliged, within the last quarter of a century, to re- 
cede from the presumptuous follies of their predecessors, or 
from their own, there no sooner arises a remarkable and temporary 
exigency in Ireland, which sets all ordinary rules at defiance, and 
which, therefore, s! ould be met by extraordinary and temporary 
means, than our s atesmen turn back to the old discredited prin- 
ciples of interference, and adopt practices the most unscientific and 
the most decried. To meet a temporary exigency, they adopt a 
scheme permanently to employ the Irish in draining and improving 
the land, and direct a very large proportion of the national capital, 
or ofits annual revenue, to setting the people to work at agricul- 
ture. As the late corn-law was enacted to inercase the employment 
of agricultural labourers, so treasury minutes and drainage acts 
are passed to employ the Irish. Our present object is not to say 
one word of the appropriate relief—remedy there can be none 
for the failure of the potato crop—but to insist on the want of 
faith in principles and experience, which is at the bottom of the 
plan of permanently directing, by the Government, a large part 
of the national capital to inclose and improve the land of Ireland. 
The loss of the potato is an extraordinary circumstance. The 
proposed plan of permanently employing the Irish, by public ad- 
vances, in cultivating the soil of Ireland, by drainage acts, pre- 
sentments, and labour rates, is the hasty adoption, under the in- 
fluence of fright, ofa discredited system of policy, by men who 
have reached power and greatness by professing an opposite sys- 
tem. ‘Their conduct appears to us to betray a total want of faith 
in the great doctrine, that the state should never interfere with 
the applicati ion of capital and the operations of industry. 

From whom comes, too, the scheme and its recommendation ? 
Parliamentary papers have informed us, that Sir Robert Peel's 
deviation from his own principles was at the suggestion of Mr 
Commissary Hewitson ; and the still wider deviations of the pre- 
sent Ministers appear to be more the results of the clamour 
of Tory writers and Irish journalists, than of obedience to well- 
founded principles. It is very remarkable, that the politicians 
who were most strenuous in maintaining the corn laws, by which, 
probably, as large a part of our-population were annually starved 
out of existence, as will now be unhappily extinguished by the 
failure of the potato crop, are the most clamorous in favour of 
the plan for the state to employ and feed the Irish. It is 
obviously founded on principles of protection, and is a proper 
pendant to the scheme of a corn law. The bulk of the writers 
in the Irish journals, like our old Tory journalists, advocated the 

corn law, and they are vehement in demanding some system like 
that adopted by the Government. It is enforced, if not wholly 
born of their clamour, and the suffering of the peasantry. Not 
only is the scheme a retrocession from more to less civilized 
and skilful industry, it springs from the demands of the least 
instructed classes, and is most hotly recommended by the most 
backward portion of the nation. We comprehend the pro- 
priety of Lord G, Bentinck and Lord S‘anley adopting the recom- 


mendations of the ignorant, backward party they lead; but for 
Lord J. Russell and Lord Palmerston to adopt a scheme having 


such an origin, and being so recommended, is, as it seems to us, 


ee = 








to depart from all principle, to separate themselves from the inte- 
rests on which they must rely for support, and, on the whole, it 
seems little less in them than moral self-destruction. 

But the want of faith in principle is a vice of the age against which 
we are afraid we shall warn statesmen in vain. The bulk of 
the public, whose voice is now potential, busily engaged in the la- 
bours necessary to obtain subsistence, can devote no time to reflect 
on such subjects, aad they naturally and necessarily, at any access of 
suffering, eagerly grasp at every prospect of relief. They can have 
but comparatively little knowledge, and cam devote but little time 
to reflection on subjects of general policy. Against their too great 
eagerness, statesmen firmly adhering to principle, are expected 
to form a barrier. Without that it is clear that the empire will 
soon be wholly governed by the most ignorant, most clamorous, 
and most unreflecting. In private life it is continually necessary 
to resist momentary temptations, and, in obedience solely to ab- 
stract principles, refuse to obey the urgent suggestions of tempo- 
rary expediency. “Honesty is the best policy,” is a very abstract 
truth, which, engraved on the heart, and ever on the tongue, of a 
conscientious trader, prevents him yielding to the thousand little 
impulses that urge him, day after day, to seize some temporary 
advantage. The principles of political science repose on the same 
basis, and are supported by the same evidence as the principles of 
morality. It would be difficult, nay impossible, to convince the 
mind that murder or theft were a crime, provided its consequences 
were beneficial. They are actions forbidden by the laws of nature, 
and unvarying experience impresses that conviction on the mind, by 
their manifold evils. So unvarying experience impresses the truths 
of political science on the mind. Monopolies, corn laws, bounties, 
excise restrictions, heavy discriminating customs duties, are known 
to be wrong or forbidden by the laws of nature, like murder or 
theft, by their manifold*evil consequences. Political science and 
moral science are, in all cases, only deductions from the actions of 
men, more or less correctly generalised, and, by being reduced to 
simple rules, rendered proper guides for human conduct. On this 
analogy it is just as natural for a merchant to resolve that a litttle 
cheating will surely be beneficial ; for a careful, well-seeming man, 
like Tawell, to consider that he will promote his own happiness, by 
dabbling in murder, as for our statesmen to believe that they can, in 
the long run, improve the condition of Ireland, and uphold their 
own reputation, by interfering with the industry of the people, and 
directing the employment of capital. 

It was indeed customary for statesmen to act on abstract principles, 
and oppose them to popular demands. But then, they relied on cer- 
tain party principles, as they were Whigs or Tories, on certain con- 
Stitutional doctrines, and certain prescriptive maxims. We, how- 
ever, have seen these party watch-words, these old constitutional 
doctrines, these prescriptive maxims fall into disuse, and there is 
nothing left to guide our statesmen but those general and abstract 
principles of political science, which experience has established. Our 
present Ministers are in this respect worse off than their opponents, be- 
cause they have, by adopting measures of reform, given up the old 
landmarks by which their predecessors were guided, and they have 
nothing left to walk by but such principles as those established 
by Smith. Wanting faith in them, however, they are repeat- 
ing in politics what has just dishonoured us in mathematics. An 
English gentleman, by the name of Adams, calculated the posi- 
tion of the newly-discovered planet before M. Verrier, but he wanted, 
and the mathematicians of England, to whom he imparted his disco- 
very, wanted confidence in the science of Newton, and thus they 
gave to France the honour of announcinz to the world, the most 
brilliant discovery which has yet resulted from the princiv.cs esta- 
blished by our illustrious countryman. A want of faith has ravis iced 
from Mr Adams the immortal crown, which a full faith in his own 
deduction from abstract principles, has conferred on M. Verrier. 
Let us not repeat in politics the fault of the mathematicians, Smith 
has made, as Newton made, a great branch of science, peculiarly 
British ; and should we want faith in his principles, it will lead to 
more disastrous results than the loss of scientific reputation. We 
shall falsify the principles on which, at this moment, the human 
race are fixing their hopes. We shall make England the laughing- 
stock of Europe, we shall bring discredit on free trade, and we shall 
impede the progress of knowledge and improvement. 








GRAIN SCARCE—SUGAR ABUNDANT. 
Freaquentty as we have urged the removal of all existing restric- 
tions to the supply of food, we make no apology for again return 
ing to this important question. Since our last number the price 
of wheat has advanced five shillings a quarter, and other kinds of 
grain in proportion. A cargo of Polish Odessa wheat, on the 
coast, has been sold for Ireland at sixty-eight shillings the quar- 
ter, which six weeks ago would not have commanded more than 
Since the first of August the price of grain 
Now, it is true that par- 


forty nine shillings. 
of all kinds has advanced fifty per cent. 
liament being called for the 19th inst., we cannot expect the Go- 
vernment to change the law as it stands by an order in council, 
though the pressure of thecase would fully justify their doing so 
but, at least, we may urge the propriety of every step being taken 
on the first day of the session which is calculated either to increase 
our supply of food, or to economise and render more effective 
that which we have. Since our last number the stocks of wheat 
and flour in the bonded warehouses of the United Kingdom on the 
5th ult. have been published, and they compare with those of last 
year as follows :-- 
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1845 1846 

Qrs. Qrs. 
WERE 00 cescccscccccces 000 088 Sedcecece 794,252 141,681 
Barley 67,574 17,195 
Oats... 108,596 51,896 
RYC cccccsccccceccecsece 129 69 
Beans .. 959 36,558 
PORS coccccccsece 803 20,966 
InGaN COTT coorceccccccececee socece 13,198 3,863 





272,198 
Cwt. 


255,673 





985,511  cepcsverercsccccccsceccs 


Cwt. 
FIOUL ccocscccvccccoes Sevcvceecesececce 405,457 


Since the 5th of December, to which this statement refers, a 
large quantity of grain and flour has been re-exported; and a 
larger quantity, which but for our duty would have come to this 
market, has been directed, on touching'upon our coast, to proceed 
to foreign ports. The fvllowing extract from a Havre paper, 


eneeeeeeees eeterees 


dated the 26th ult., shows that a large number of American ships | | 


have gone to that port alone with flour. 
The arrivals this week are, 940 barrels of flour by the Bavaria, 2,654 by the 


Burgundy, 2,650 by the Admiral, 4,830 by the Sarah and Arsilia, 2,500 by the | 


Baltimore, from New York; 6,600 by the Alexandria, from Baltimore ; 100 by 
Industriel, from Richmond. Together, 20,235 barrels. 


In the mean time, our country markets are all rapidly rising, 
and the “ milling power” of the country is not sufficient, not- 
withstanding the large quantity of American flour imported 
during the last four months, to supply the demand, which pro- 
ceeds from Ireland, 

It is said that the condition of Ireland will command the first 
l 


attention of the legislature on its assembling. Numerous plans 


have been suggested for remedying and alleviating the condition | 


of that unhappy country. It is not now our intention to con- 
sider the various proposals which have been shadowed out as 
calculated to meet Irish exigencies. This task we defer to an- 
other opportunity. But we may observe, that, as far as the great 
and present question of scarcity is concerned, they seem ill 
whatever may be their 


evils of the country. 


adapted to meet that difficulty, recom- 
mendation as cures for the 


Cultivation of waste lands, draining and improving estates, or 


permanent 


any other of the “cluster” of measures promised, are a!l rather 
of a prospective than a present effect. 


Ireland are serious, and should be met, but the present evils 


are the most pressing, and every legitimate and sound means | 


should be used first to alleviate them. With more zeal 


The prospective evils of | 


than wisdom, governments have not unfrequently been induced, | 


in order to save a people, to prohibit 
give a bounty on importation. The error of such a policy is now 
too well admitted to be again practised 1n this country. But erro- 
neous as it may be, it isat least quite as much or more so, at such 
a time, to retain any restriction against foreign supplies. With 
more zeal than wisdom, the Government of this country has, on 
many former similar occasions, prohibited the use of grain in 
our distilleries, in order that all might be saved for food. Econo- 
mical principles are now too well understood to permit such an in- 
terference with markets to beagain attempted. But we must own, 
that we regard as an equally great error, and certainly a more 

couvenient one at this moment, alaw which practically prohibits 
the use 0. any other wholesome material in our breweries and 
distilleries, as a su stitute for grain. We feel every confidence 
that Lord John Russeli wl uot allow the first day of the mee.ing 
of Parliament to pass, without annou cing the determination of 
the Government immediately to propose une removal of every 
obstacle which stands in the way of the supply o grain, and 
economising the supplies which we possess ;—and this as tac 
first sound step to meet Irish distress. 

We have frequently, during the last two months, dwelt upon the 
great and immediate advantages which would be derived from the 
free admission of the use of sugar in our breweries and distilleries, 
by the economy which such a step would insure in the consumption 
of grain. This step would be attended with more advantage at this 
moment from the fact, that the present stocks and prospective sup- 
plies of sugar are larger than at any period on record, and will, 
after furnishing the usual supplies for ordinary consumption, afford 
a large quantity for the purposes of brewing and distilling. Our 


exportation, and to | 


attention has been drawn to this subject once more, by the publi- | 


cation of a pamphlet, which, in a clear and forcible manner, deals 
with all the considerations of this question, which are necessary to 
recommend it as a safe and wise measure, both in a financial and 
commercial view. We regret that our space will not allow us 
further to refer, at this time, to the clear and lucid argument put 
forward in this pamphlet, than to recommend it to the careful 
perusal and consideraticn of all who will be called upon to take a 
part in the discussions which must soon arise upon this question, 
important alike to the home consumer and to the colonial planter, 
and which to both equally involves a question of common justice. We 
may, however, add, that the facts contained in this pamphlet, though 
anonymous, have been vouched for by one of the highest authorities 
on such questions. In the mean time, we extract the most useful 
tables appended to this pamphlet, exhibiting the state of the supply 
and consumption of sugar, which show that this article is as abundant 
as grain is scarce. By this statement it will be seen, that the anti- 
cipated supply of sugar for the whole world, in 1847, is nearly 150,000 
tons greater than in former years. 
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TaBLe A.—Production and Consumplion of Sugar from 31st March to 31st March 
following :— 
Estimated. Estimated. 
Stock of sugar on the 1843 1844 1845 1846 1847 
Sist March in Eu- Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
rope.. 97,000 ... 80,000 .. 122,000 .. 121,000 160,000 
row of Suga 
| sorities on tnéies 125,000 126,°00 142,000 117,000 ... 140,000 
® Mauritius ...... 23,000 ... 25,000 ... 36,000 43,000 50,000 
f Bengal, &c....... cee 54,000 se 57,00) ww. 67,000 ... 70,000 ... 80,000 
FrenchColonies ... 80,000 .. 87,000 .. 102,000 ... 80,000 ... 80,000 
| Dutch & Dan. W.I. 25,000 .«. 23,000 ... 25,000 ae 20,000 ... 25,000 
Cuba & Porto Rico 185,000 ... 230,000 ... 115,000 .,. 200,000 ... 260,006 
| TAVB..ccccccccccess see eoe §=55,000 ave 63,000 ... 90,000... 95,000 a. 95,000 
Siam, Manilla, Chi- 
| na, &c... sncse AEBOO cn 13,000 ... 15,000 ... 26,000 ... 30,000 
| Brazils,.... . 63,000 .. 89,000 w. 93,000 .. 75,000 .. 100,000 
Louisiana ..... soe | POROO cee 35,000... 95,000 ... 90,000... 100,000 
Beet Root ...... 55,000 .«. 60,000 ... 70,000 ... 80,000 os. 85,000 
Total supply ...... 845,000 ... 888,000 ... 972,000 ... 1,017,000 ... 1,145,000 
| Deduct stock at the 
} endofthe 12months 60,000 ... 22 ewe «121,000 .,. 100,000 ... 
Consumption ...Tons 765,000 «.. 766,000 ... 851,000 ... 917,000 ... 
TABLE B.—Consumption of Sugar in 1845, with the then exisling Population, and 
Rates of Duty in each Country. Jou ™ 
Sepebatien Quantity of FcZ SS 
NecebisSe according Sumer. a-G Oe 
Countries. to best oa 2% Pa 
authorities. Ses £a 
SC a 
Tons, ec 8 <¢ 
| Custom House Colonial ..ssccceeee 70,000) . 7 
Union secccssovsceeessceseesee 29,006,000 { Beet Root seveoe.+ 10,500 { 325000. 6 2.16 0 
Belgium .....+++- 4,214,000 is 0 
Holland ........ 3,160,000 ll Oo 
Oldenburg «e+e. 276,000 
Hamburg ...... 166,000 
Bremen .. 72,000 
Lubeck ... os 47,000 
Hanover... «» 1,808,000 
| Mecklenburgh 666,000 
ee 5 A 
-—————— 10,349,000 (Cony depen asad 6,000.12 1 
BRI anshinieinteiianniedinn 56,778,000 { eee Root ee rps 14,000... 1 6...38 0 
| Austria . 38,797,000 128 
Naples & Sicily 8,320,000 19 3 
Sardinia ......00 4,882,000 
|} Tuseany ee =1,565,000 
Rome .. 2,977,000 
Parma. 495,000 
LUCCA veccccccerce 170,000 
} San Marino...... 7,600 
| Modena sessreere 378,006 ‘ 
a . Colonial ....+. eve eee2,400 — ~ 
— — 57,591,600 f Rect ROOt csccoseee 6-000} 68,200... 2 6 
} French Colonies ..89,000 
| France ccccoosese os ccesee sseeee 39,400,000 4 Foreign ..sseeceeeee 11,000} 128,000... 8 2..15 0 
( Beet Root. 28,000 
| Portugal. 3,412,000. cccceeeseeeees ecoccccvcecercroes essere 10,000... 6 6...10 O 
| Spain coves seceseceesvees 13,786,000 from Cuba, 1844 31,000) 36,000... 5 8...18 10 
| Sweden 3,111,000 10 3 
Denmark +» 2,248,000 4 0 
1 NOrway cccccecss 1,150,000 
, FOG, O00 cc cccecer es eeevccecescess sverece « 12,000... 4 1 
Great Brit. and Ireland ... 28,323,000 sercescesccecsecereceecseseesconseeseesc4U,000.019 On. 14 0 
Tonian Island... 205,000 
| Malta & Gibritr 130,000 
| (Consumption not to be) 
| ee ee 335,000 | ascertained,but mostly | 
| CERCOW scccescccccee ganseens one 145,000 included in the quan- > 
SwitZerland ......sc0sseeeeee 2,316,000 | tities assumed to be | 
} usec elsewhere. 
| Turkey cecsovere 10,000,000 1 7 
GreeCe...cscees 770,000 
———$ 10,770 000 .ssrcccserecsrercsesesersreneces cesses 1,000 3 5 
( The pping) 
Canada and other Colonies 4,544,000 stores, are usually esti-> 15,000 
SACOG Ab cecccccccccececces ) 
United States corsccoscccscee 18,700, 000 ccccccrrcveceeers eccvocenscegeccecencebSG,O00sclS Ooll 8 
Number of peo; le... 277,964,600 845,900 tons. 
| It will be seen that the average consumption of the 278 millions of civilized people, 
| which this inquiry embraces, is about 6 2-5ths lbs per head per annum, or at the rate 
prevailing in the Custom House Union. 
| The following Table is curious, and may lead to some useful conclusions. 
| If the general consumption of sugar were equal to that prevailing in tons 
| Ri 1 6-10ths lb per head, it would amount to...... 198,000 
i 2 6-10ths _ eococe 824.600 
| 8 2-l0ths — a 017,000 
Holland, Belgium,&c. 12 1-10th — a 501,000 
| United States ...... eee 18 _ — ee 33,000 
| Great Britain......... eee 19 _— — oeveee2,097,000 
Ifthe consumption were equal to what is allowed to paupers in English 
| workhouses, according to M‘Culloch, 34 lbs per annum it would 
BEMOUNE 1O 000 000 cer ccccccccsccocoscccoveces ove gecceoesecacces sos cocceceegcceecoesocconccece et LOGO 
If the consumption were equal to what is allowed to sailors in the British 
navy, 2 ounces per day, would amount to see, 662,000 
| If the consumption were equal to what is probably used amongst the 
middling classes in England, namely 1 Jb per individua) in the 
WO, WUE SIBUE BOccnnss vexscneesece cccceetecncnee Recscosenesess sesreeeeeseseeres;403,000 
| | a 
THE MORNING POST AND LAISSEZ FAIRE. 
We respect the candour and sincerity, while we deplore the errors 
of the Morning Post, and have long believed that the former 


qualities would, in due time, lead it to renounce the latter. 


On 


Christmas-day it published an article, which brought the main 
difference between it and the advocates of /aissex faire to a point, 
and, as that involves a vast number of important questions now 
agitating the public mind, it seems worthy of notice. 





-_——___ 





be found in the following extract :— 





SURE 


concerns us in the article, or concerns the principle at issue, will 


All which 


There are many, and those not the least able as regards cleverness and subtlety 
of disquisition, who contend that, in general, the best care that Government can 
take is to take no care at all; because each member of the community will pro- 
bably take better care of his own interest than any one else could take for him, 
and the community being an aggregate of individuals, the good of the whole will 
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thus be best promoted by leaving each to tvke care of himself, with as little re- 


striction as possible from general laws. 


We always contend against it. 


themselves and others. 


We consider this an erroneous theory. 


It is, as we think, based upon totally erroneons 
assumptions as to the general tendency of individuals to do what is best for 


Moreover it is, or seems to us to be, an anti-social theory. 


We had rather see men commanded by the law, and induced by habit, to act 


continu lly as members of a community, and to consider not what is best, each 
for himself, but what is best for the whole society. 


| 


We do not suppose that the | 


selfishness of human nature is ever to be overcome but we would have the laws 


and institutions of society so framed as to give it all possible discountenance. | 


The Post correctly states the laissez faire theory, but it “ thinks | 


that theory erroneous.” 


tions as to the general tendency of individuals to do what is best 
** Moreover, it seems an anti-social | 
The laissex faire theory does not assert that every indi- | 


for themselves and others.” 


theory.” 


“It is based upon erroneous assump- | 


vidual will at all times do what 1s best for himself; and any body | 


who so interprets it, misunderstands it. 
every individual infallible. 


That would be to make | 
The theory only asserts, that each 


individual will probably take better care of himself than any one 
else can take of him; but it admits that every individual is liable 


to errors, and may continually do that of which he repents. 


We 


are all short-sighted and fallible, continually doing what we 


ought not to do, and leaving undone what we ought to do. 
this general characteristic is as common to legislators as other | 
men; and they not only fail continually to do that which | 


is best for 


themselves 


more continually and more certainly in dictating rules 


others, than even 


in 


as individuals, 


providing for 


but 


their 


fail 
for 
happiness. 


they also 


own 


If the Post means, as we presume it does, by throwing 
doubts on the general tendency of individuals to do what is 
best for themselves, merely to insist ou their tendency sometimes | 
to do wrong, we quite agree with the Post; and we are only at 
variance with it, we believe, in extending that general principle | 
to its Tory friends, and especially to ail the advocates of what is 


called restriction and protection. 


They are very prone to do 


wrong in making general rules, and in endeavouring to promote 
not merely their own welfare but the welfare of many millions. 

It is clear that every individual is endowed with a desire to 
promote his own welfare, and with faculties that seem nearly | 


commensurate to the task. 


But | 


To that end his instincts are directed. | 


But there are no instinets directed to promoting social welfare : it | 
san scarcely be an object of human desire; and the faculties of 
man, scarcely commensurate to provide for the welfare of indi- } 
viduals, are wholly inadequate to provide for the welfare of mil- | 


lions. 


The advocates of laissez faire therefore say, let them alone, 


and the probabilities are very great in favour of the public good | 
being best promoted by leaving each individual to take care of 


himself. 


The Post savs, that the Jaissex faire is an anti-social system, and 
it wishes by all possible means to overcome the selfishness of human 


nature, 


But, if man be by nature selfish—if, indeed, it is a physical 


impossibility that any one should ever experience the sensations of 
another, or prevent himself from loving and seeking that which is 
pleasant and good—the Post wishes, by its system, to subvert 
nature, anc thus, it admits that its system is contrary to the laws of 


nature, which is.exactly what the advocates of laissez faire assert. 


A 


poet, who was at the same time a philosopher, tells us correctly, that 
*‘ self-love and social are the same ;’’ and thus the self-love of the 
merchant establishes social relations between men in different parts 


of the globe, 


Self-love builds up the whole system of commerce. 
The tariffs which interrupt it are the anti-social offspring of that 


system the Post admires. 


to establish society by regulations. 


Selt-love, operating through commerce, 
binds nations in harmony and peace. It has lately quelled the bellicose 
desires of many adherents of the Post system, both in the United States | 
and in England. The laissex faire system isin the best sense eminently | 
social. If self-love and social were not thesame, it would be impossible 


The Post probably imagines, be« 


cause laws and institutions are intended to promote the public benefit- 
that they make society; but a different philosophy represents so, 
ciety as the natural product of the instincts of individuals, to which 
Tory and protectionist institutions have endeavoured to give a form 
different from that impressed on it by nature. 
opinion of our contemporary’s candour, and we lay this view briefly 
before him, in the hope, now that he has begun to study the principles 


of the laissez faire system, that he will be speedily converted. 


We have a high 


rhe 


Post is at present as much disgusted with public men and public 


measures as any Chartist, and as it cannot do as it likes, it is half 


half way towards the system of letting things alone. 





THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE IRISH POOR. 
(From a Correspondent, who has just returned from a journey through Ire/and, under« 
taken wth a view to discover the wisest way of dispensing a large fund in charity.) 
In the districts in Ireland, in which the distress is at present 
greatest, the suffering poor may be divided into three classes, and 


with regard to the extent of their destitution, little need be said 
the numerous and well-authenticated statements before the public 
completely proving their condition. 


, 


rhe first class consists of the 


able-bodied men, either labourers or small farmers, with their fami- 
lies, the former being reduced to a state of famine by the failure | 
of their spring and autumn employment of planting and diggin 

potatoes, and by their potato gardens, or ridges of potatoes, held 
on the conacre system, having this year yielded them no food. 
The latter, by the total failure of the potato crop, are deprived of | 
the means of paying their rents or feeding their families, yet with 

the desperation of men who have been brought up in the idea that 

existence itself depends upon their possession of a piece of land, | 
they cling to their miserable holdings, of from a half acre up to 
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8 or 10 acres, which they have no means of cultivating, and which, 
in many districts of Ireland, ‘especially in the north-west and 
west, they are making no attempt whatever to cultivate. This 
first class appears to be at present provided for, or rather removed, 
from the danger of actual death by starvation, by the empioyment 
afforded them on the public works, the relief committees having 
in many instances, admitted the small farmers to work on the roads, 
in addition to the day labourers, while in numerous other cases, 
these men have contrived to obtain government employment 
through false representations. It is a well known fact, that the 
tenant-right of most of these small farms, both in Munster and 
Connaught, is worth from one pound to five pounds per acre, con- 
sequently the funds of government are expended in relieving indi- 
viduals who have property worth fifteen or twenty pounds. It 
may be said, that in the present crisis, they could not meet with 
purchasers for their tenant-right, but many landlords have actually 
offered the above-named sums to the small holders on their estates, 
and been refused. On the estates of Mr St George, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Carrick-on-Shannon, in the county of Leitrim, the agent 
has made the proposal to all tenants holding two acres and down- 
wards, to excuse them all arrears of rent, permit them to take away 
any property they may have, and to pay them 4/ per acre—a sum 
that would be sufficient to take many of them to America. Thicse 
people are certainly not legitimate objects of Government relief, yet 
such is the obstinacy with which they cling to their tenemests, that 
if work upon the roads were systematically refused them, it is to be 
feared they would prefer starvation in their cabins to accepting the 
price which, in their estimation, would turn them adrift upon the 
world. Still, if the present alarming state of things in Ireland is ul- 
timately to work out the renovation of that country, and establish a 
proper relation between the various classes of people, this portion of 
the community mast be removed ; but by whom and in what manner 
this removal is to be effected, are questions not easily solved. If 
Government were to take it upon themselves, and purchasing the 
tenant-right of all the small farms, were to transfer their occupancy to 
other hands, the old occupiers would accept the money, regarding 
everything that is to be obtained from Government as legitimate gain; 
and then, with that perverted sense of justice that characterises the 
lower classes of Irish, they would interfere with the peaceful posses- 
sion of the land by their successors. It may be denied that there are 
many of this class receiving Government relief, but the writer, ina 
very recent journey through the counties of Roscommon and Leitrim, 
conversed with numerous Jabourers on the roads, who informed him 
that they heid land varying from one to six acres, but their potato 
crop having failed, starvation would have been their fate but for their 
daily earnings upon the public works; and thus their land was lying 
neglected, owing to their want of capital, as they have not food to 
keep them alive during the time they would be occupied in preparing 
the soil for next season's crop. The potato fields have never been 
dug over through extensive districts, partly because the conacre 
tenants have no means of paying the rent of their conacre, and partly 
that the failure of the potatoes in fields that have been dug is so com- 
plete, as to lead them to suppose that the small number of potatoes 
to be obtained from the ground would not supply them with food 
during the digging. In other words, that a man working in a potato 
field could not live upon what he would get from the land for the 
time that it would take him to perform the work. ‘That this is the 
case to a very great extent, the writer, from persoaal observation of 
many fields partially dug, can bear testimony, and his opinion was con- 
firmed by the statements made to him by gentlemen and farmers in 
the two counties above named. 

The second class comprises the aged, infirm, or diseased, with 
widows and families of children, who are supported in the poor- 
houses, so that, though their comforts in these establishments are on 
a very limited scale, affording little besides food and a shelter from 
the weather, so long as the guardians are able to keep them open, 
there is no danger of starvation for these persons. 

The third class, however, is of individuals who, though every way 
eligible for admissien into the poor-houses, cannot find accommoda- 
tion within their walls, owing to the fact of these establishments being 
crowded to overflowing, while for every vacancy there are at least 
three applicants. ‘To those who have seen the state of many of these 
receptacles, the eagerness of the poor to obtain an entrance tells a tale, 
in speaking language, of the awful extent of destitution in the coun- 
try. The condition of the poor-house at Carrick-on-Shannon, which 
was visited by the writer on the 5th of the present month, may be 
described, for the purpose of affording an idea of their general state. 
The house contained, altogether, 1,050 inmates—considerably more 
than the number it was originally intended to accommodate. Of 
these, 170 persons, mostly ill of typhus fever and dysentery, were 
patients in the hospital, if hospital that might be called, which con- 
sisted merely of one gallery, so insufficiently supplied with the neces- 
saries for the sick, that two, and sometimes three, of those suffering 
from fever were obliged to lie on one bed, and many of them had no- 
thing but straw between them and the boards, without even a blanket 
to cover them. With very imperfect means of separating the healthy 
from the +ick, ie fever must run its course through the house. The 
deaths amount to twelve per week, which would make the annual 
mortality of the 1,050 inmates equal to 60 per cent. The writer 
was present in this province while the board of guardians had the 
painful, though necessary, duty to perform selecting 30 of the most 
destitute objects from 110 applicants for admission. Famine and 
wretchedness presented themselves in the most striking manner in 
the aspect of these poor creatures ; the children, in particular, were 
reduced almost to skeletons, their hands like the claws of birds, 
their arms and legs wasted until there was little but bone, while 
their faces were sharpened with hunger, and looked like the lean 
wrinkled features of old men and women. Many of these were re- 
jected by the guardians, not because they doubted the reality of their 
sufferings, but simply because the house was full. It is with a per- 
fect knowledge of the state of things within, that the poor Irish, 
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whose horror of contagion in general amounts to a perfect mono- 

mania, entreat for admission into this pestilential workhouse, pre- 

ferring to run the risk of fever to encountering the more certain 

and pressing operation of famine. This poorhouse is by no means 

alone in its miserable condition. The Union poorhouse of Glenties, 

in the county of Donegal, on the 14th inst., contained only two 

ewt. of meal, while the daily consumption of the inmates ought | 
to have been three cwt., and there was none to be bought in the town, 
In the Castlerea poorhouse the writer saw the dormitories, which re- 
sembled pig-styes more than the habitation of human beings, and the 
effluvia from them was overpowering to the last degree. In this house 
typhus fever had made its appearance. ‘The poorhouse at Athlone is m 
very little better condition, and the worst feature in all these estab- 
lishments is the extent to which they are in debt. In Castlerea, 
their weekly supply of food can only be obtained upon the personal 
guarantee of two gentlemen in the neighbourhood; in Carrick-on- 
Shannon, their necessities were so great, that the stock of meal now 
in the house was purchased at the exorbitant price of 30/ per ton, 
the market price of the day being only 21/; so that, for the thirty 
tons bought by the guardians, the sum of %70/ above its market 
value was expended, or rather an additional debt to that extent 
was incurred, either because the credit of the poorhouse was nearly 
exhausted, or else gross peculation was permitted. In Athlone, 
the poor law guardians have entered a resolution on the books to | 
the effect that they will close the house, and turn out the paupers, | 
unless they receive a portion of the rates now due. In all these 

cases, there are debts due from the poorhouses of fiom 2,000/ to | 
3,000/, while the amounts of rates that are in arrear, and which 

the guardians find it impossible to collect, range from 4,000/ to 

8,000. The small farmers, from whom the greater part of these | 
arrears ought to be levied, are many of them reduced to the con- 
dition of paupers themselves; many others are unable to pay, 
though still living upon the land; while several have taken advan- | 
tage of the inability of their neighbours, and, though able to pay 
the rates, refuse to do so. The system of intimidation, too, is in 
full effect in many districts, insomuch that the guardians at Car- | 
rick-on-Shannon have found it impossible to induce any man to 
undertake the dangerous task of attempting to collect the poor | 
rate in three of their divisions,-no one being hardy enough to 
risk his life in the service, though tempted by the offer of 
five per cent upon the amount he might receive. Under these 
circumstances, it is obvious that this third class of poor can 
have no hope of relief from the poor law under its present 
administration, and unless private charity steps in to relieve 
them, they can have no other prospect than starvation, and tliat at 
no very distant date. Indeed, starvation, accompanicd by disease, 
appears to have already begun its work of death in many instances, 
and though it is at all times difficilt to discriminate between the 
effects of disease and those of famine, yet there can be no doubt of 
the one having materially contributed to the other, 

This third class compriscs the people who will suffer the most, 
and for whom nothing has yet been done, except by the hand of 
private charity, and the letters daily received from the more reinote 
counties of the west, and north-west afford a fearful picture of the 
extent of the distress even now prevailing among them. ‘The poor 
law of Ireland is not limited in its operation to the existing macli- 
nery of poor houses, and the present boards of poor law guardians ; 
its provisions embrace the destitute of every class, if unable to sup- 
port themselves, and all that is required is the complete administra- 
tion of this law. It is clearly the duty of the poor law guardians in 
each union to afford in-door relief and accommodation to all who 
are actually in want, and if the poor house itself be full, to find 
other places for their reception, and this is the point upon which 
Government interference was necessary. Ifthe guardians were com- 
pelled to carry out the provisions of the poor law, the destitute wi- 
dows, and those who have no able-bodied father, brother, or son to 
work on the roads, in short, all those who are included in the third 
class would have effectual relief extended to them. The one great 
obstacle to this being carried into effect is to be found in the embar- 
rassed circumstances of the poor law unions, and the consequent impos- 
sibility, in many cases, of increasing theirexpenditure,but Government, 
if necessary, might advance the necessary fun ds, taking the produce of 
future poor rates as their guarantee for repayment. The large sum, 





expended at the present time by Government in employing labourers | 


upon the public works, is obviously charity under another name, and 
though the men attend daily, yet the work is so evidently unproduc- 
tive, and the amount of labour they perform so small, it is apparent 
to themselves, that in workiny upon the roads, they are only labour. 
ing for the sake of a form, and it may well be doubted whether the 
money would do more to pauperise and demoralise the nation, if 


given as charity, than under the present plan, by which a form is kept | 


up, which deceives no one, of receiving value from the men, for the 
money so expended. C. J. LL. 





PROGRESS OF FREE TRADE IN FRANCE AND ON 
THE CONTINENT. 
(From our Paris Correspondent.) 

Paris, Dec. 30.—The prices of our bread stuff are always on the increase 
and for bread 94 cents per loaf of 2 kilos will be paid on the ist of January, 
It is generally feared that riots will take p'ace, because the distress is most 
afflicting among the industrious classes. 

A new general meeting of the Free Traders’ Society took place yester- 
day, and many brilliant speeches were delivered by M. Charles Danoyer and 
M. Blanqui Jea. The audience was more numerous than at any preceding 
sitting. 

The cabinet seems anxious at this moment to prove that they are no ex- 
clusive purtisans of free trade, because they fear the majority of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies. 
toa violent and protracted struggle during the next session. But from the 
general bias of our Deputies’ mind, we are afraid, after many speeches, they 
will come to no decisive resolution either for or against both contendiig 
systems. We understand that M. Lacare Laplague is a decided opponent 


It is quite certain that this great question will give rise | 
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to any progressive measures, because he says that the diminishing of in- 
creased dutics would materially affect the public revenue at a moment 
wheu they are likely to diminish in consequence of the present commercial 
and monetary crisis. 








BELGIUM CHAMBE RS. —EXPOR TATION COMP ANY. 


(From our own Correspondent.) 

} The Chamber of Rep yresentatives, at its sitting of the 24th December, passed 
an act imp sing an export duty of 25 francs per 100 kilos on tow, This act 
will at best have only a temporary effect, as its operation will cease on the 
3istof March, 1848. Fifty-two members voted in favour of the mcasure, 
while its opponents only nambered Bitten’ but, nevertheless, the minority 
were in the right. M. Anspach and M, L«bean, formerly Mmister for Fo- 


reign Affairs, strenuously opposed the principle of the act, in favour of which 
its a had nothing further to urge, except that hand spinning s‘ill 
advantageously competes with machine spinning for coarse tow yarns, that 
the material is searce at market, and that if no prevention is given t» its ex- 
poriation, that clus of work people in Fianders who are employed in this 
manufacture would soon be entirely deprived of work. It may be of benefit 


lvoe ites 


to scm: of the spinners of Flanders to be able to purchase their tow at a low 
price, Lut is that a gool reason to make those who spin the line pay dearer, 
or to prejudice another cliss of the inhabitants of Flanders, who gain their 


for it is a choice of two things ; 
main the same, and then the line 


cultivation of the flax ? 
the raw flax will 1 


subsister 


either the 


» by the 
price of 


ought to be charged with the whole of the diminution which the tow will 
experience in the market, or the price of the raw flax will fall in an equal 
proportion to the amount of the export duty upon tow, and the loss will fall 
directly on the agriculturist. It is this !a t result which will evidently 
Csi 

Upon resnming their sittings after Christmas, the ‘chambers will be en- 
gaged in another measure which the government proposes for affording 
relief to the distress in Flanders. The subject is the formation of an 
“Exportation Company.” According to a ministerial paper, the principal 
grounds upon which this company would be founded are as follows:—Its 


primary purport will be the exportation of linen produce to countries out 


of Europe. It should be at liberty to export to the European markets, but 
upon two conditions: first, That it shoul! purehase directly from th ° ma- 
nufacturers or merchants, publiely aud by a ; and, second, To 
export only uy on orders; that is to say not to have the power o! exporting 
upon consignment. The company to be allowed to an ort, on its own ae- 
count, not only linen produce, but, further, all other species of cloths, pro- 
vided that they are made in the act _ districts of the manufacture of the 


linen trade, and it may also undertoke the exportation of every other sort of 


pre duce upon commission, at the ris ‘ and liability of the party giving the 
a " 


Upon a capital of six million franes, the government proposes to advanee 


two millions, and to guarantee, during the three first years, interest at the 
rate of 44 per ceut upon the remaining four millions. In ease of the loss 
of one-third of the eapital, the company to be dissolved, and the loss to be 
borne by government. The company to be managed by directors,.urder the 
inspection of commissioners and a government officer, It is to have a 
managing director at Ghent, and a sub-director at Antwerp, taken from 


the hoard of direction. 


We are at present unacquainted with any further information on this 
project, with which Mr Rothschild of Paris appears to be connected, and 
we shell defer our opinion upon it till the government have announced their 


plan officially 

The establishment of a commercial company well organised 
be extremely beneficial to the Belgian manufactures, as it is not only an ex- 
port trade which they require, but well-established connections to place 
Be!gian production upon a footing with foreign competition ; but we fear, 
nevert helesa, that the too great proportion of the direction which government 
retains in the above named measure will cramp it considerably in its pro- 
gress, and that it will prove completely ineflicacious as rcspects the special 
purpose which it is intended to effect, viz..—the re/ief of the linen trade. 
The state only discharges its duty when it affords its aid to the trade of the 
country; but such a procceding of the government, shou!d not be carried to 
a direct interference, 
it is the business of the manufactuiers and merchants. These latter, who 
guide the most powe:rul of machines—seif-inlerest—whether they operate 
indivi idually, or unite in, corapanies, will always work in a way much more 
efficacious for the general weal, than it is possible for the best intentioned 
sitet to do, 

Already have we had in Belgium, astriking example of the injury which 
& government may commit in too active an interference in affairs which 
are legitimately in the province of individual industry. The establishment 
ofa line of steam navigation between Antwerp aud the United States, was 
doub! less ap advantageous enterprise for the country; but in the undertak- 
ing of this design, the Belzian government ruined it ‘danas as soon as it was 
conceived. 

If the measure which will be submitted to the Chambers for the forma- 
tion ofthe “* Exportation Company,” suffer the government to possess too 
powerful an influence or interference in its councils, if it comprises the 
clauses which the “ Eman ipation™” quotes, we do not lu sit te to affirm, that, 
far from being an enterprise of utility and advantage, the new company 
will prove a complete failure. 





EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 
INTRODUCTION.—THE GENERAL SUBJECT. 
(From our Amer Correspondent.) 
Philad« ‘Iphia, Nov. 29, 1846. 


Sin,—In my first letter, I took occasion to notice an article in your 
paper, No. Lig, on the subject of education in the United States, 
which had special reference to th» systems and practice in the 
sastern states and the state of New York, and I then promised to 
take up the subject at a future day, with the purpose of offering some 
remarks and statistics relative to education in this state, Pennsy!- 
vania. As itis just now a question of great interest and no little 
controversy in England, it appears to me a suitable time to fulfil 
my promise,and to present them to your readers. In doing this, I 
intend to devote this letter to the general subject, and three others, 
which are to follow, to narrating statistically the origin, progress, 
and present condition of the | ublic or common school system in the 
state of Pennsylvania. Let it be understood, that my purpose is not 
to controvert, but to add in y mite to the immense stock of informa- 
tion already promulgated, 

It is not necessary, I imagine, for me to go any length in attempt- 
ing to prove that education improves and elevates the moral an 
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intellectual condition of mankind, or that it promotes virtue and les- 
sens vice. 
countries sufficiently 2emonstrate that avery large majority of all crimi- 
inals consist of those portions of society who are totally uneducated, 
thereby exhibiting the evils of ignorance and the good of enlighten- 
ment. Education should need no advocating. It stands on the 
foundation of justice and duty. ‘To impart the gift of thinking to 
those who cannot think, and yet possess the power of thought, one 











would imagine was the first occupation of a good government. 
Spurzheim says, “ Wherever cducation is neglected, depravity 


and all these actions which degrade mankind, 
amongst ignori a persons, and that » exte 
ing, and thie ving, drunkenness, and sensual pleasures, are prominent 
features in the character.” Yet there are those who object to the 
instruction of the lower orders, who, as a body, are neither few nor 
unimportant. 
tives, we shall find them invariably more or less of a selfish charac- 
ter; they are aware of their own superiority; they know that it is 
much easier to lead the ignorant and uncultivated than an instructed 
and reasoning people, and that raising the multitudes from abject 
dependence to a state of rationality and enlightenment, tends to 
lower their se!f-importance and lessen their power. 

Let us then assume it to be generally admitted, for the sake of 
brevity, 
of the slough of ignorance and degradation, is proper and desirable. 
And let us go further, 
relating to man’s relative rights and positions in society, renders it 
indispensibly requisite to educate the 
country and in England; and we shall still be within the bounds of 
truth and duty. 

If we look back twenty or thirty year s, and contemplate the great 
and rapid advances which have taken place in general information, 
liberal ‘ide as, and more equitable laws, it is not much to say or to 
expect, ia fact, the silent, but nevertheless certain movement of the 
current of public opinion, indicates that the time is not far distant 
when the masses of Europe will demand a more equitable adjustment 
of civil rights, in a voice so loud and language so plain, that the advo- 
cates of ignorance amongst the people, and ‘monopoly amongst theme 
selves, will be certified of the fact, that the world is not exclusively 


are most frequent 


ris paribus, rapacity, cheat- 


too 


inte nde ‘d to gratify their unjust notions and unreasonable desires, and 
be brought to admit thai knowledge has been spreading fast and far, 
and that the schoolmaster is indeed abroad. 


In this country, where the elective franchise is extended to its 
utmost reasonable limits, the right and thorough education of our 
citizens is of paramount importance. Experience has proved, and is 


supported by reason and common sense, that republics cannot be of 


cannot fail to | 


Tiade is the affair of the nation, not of its governors ; | 


very long duration, without a high degree of virtue and intelligence 
amongst a majority of the people. Although much has been done and 


is doing, in the United States, towards educating the people, there is 
stilla fearful deficiency in the means and laws for that purpose, the 
proo‘’s and evils of this deficiency are exhibited most forcibly in the 


credulity and follies of Mormonites and Millerites, aud the pitiful 
ignorance and biind zeal dispiayed at cur elections. The 
our citizens, who exercise the right of oie have little or no know- 
ledge of political economy ; hence the educated, the influential, and 
privileged portion of our community easily lead them astray, and gull 
them with fallacious arguments and absurd dogmas. ‘The constant 
influx of ignorant multitudes from Europe, increases greatly the poli- 
tical advantages of educated unprincipled politicians, makes the edu- 
cation of the people more difficult and expensive, whilst at the same 
time it increases the necessity for making augmented and effectual 
provision, 

In England, the education of the population is scarcely less impera- 
tive, for she is far behind this country, and most of th- countries in 
Europe in this respect. In certain districts of large towns and cities, 
those of London, Birmingham, Glasgow, Liverpool, and Mauchester, 
for instance, such are the influences that surround children from their 
birth, and such the fatal education of circumstances and example to 
Which they are subjected, that it may be asserted they are born in 
order to be imprisoned, transported, or otherwise punished, with as 
exact and literal truth as we can say that corn is grown to be eaten. 
Let Britain, by timely education, convert the materials which are at 
present used to make the vagabond and the felon, into the industrious 
thrifty subject and true Christian, and thus save some of the salaries 
of judges and justices, the charges of lawyers, the cust of imprison- 
ments and travsportations, and the fees of jailors, and she will find it 
will far more than defray the amount of an ample and efficient sys- 
tem of national education. 

True, England stands first and foremost amongst monarchies, for 
the enlighte nment and liberality of her government, and almost alone 
in her recently adopted policy of commercial freedom; but she has 
still much to do in the way of reformation, and amongst the most 
prominent of the refo:ms needed, stands education. Sheis still liable 
to, and may expect, a recurrence of manufacturing, agricultural, or 
general distress. Atguch seasons, an ignorant, depraved people, in 
poverty and distress, are readily misled ; they are exceedingly liable 
to have their passions inflamed by designing and lawless leaders, and 
to resort to violence, whilst onthe other hand it is obvious, that the 
more intelligent and enlightened the population is, the more rational 
would be the means taken for the redress of grievances and the alle- 
viation of suffering, and the more remote the chances of disturbances 
or rebellion. The cheap, rapid, and almost universal railway commu- 
nications throughout England, wiil be a great means of promoting 
trequentintercourse between the iower ordersatconsiderable distances ; 
their conversation in difficult times, may be expected to run chiefly on 
politics and religion, on the evils and injustice of government, the 
prominent and flagrant abuses of the immense revenues of the estab- 
lished church, grammar and other charity schools, the phenomenon 
of a large body of aristocratical clergymen telling them to be humble, 
patient, and enduring, in all their privations and troubles, whilst 
they are living in luxury, splendour, and comparative idleness, and | 





The criminal calendars of this republic and the European | 


But if we examine closely into their reasons and mo- | 


that educating the poor and needy, and lifting them up out | 
and declare that the progression of knowledge | 


rising population, both in this | 


bulk of 
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the immense discontent breeding, disparity of condition, between the 
oligarchical few, and the hard-working, ill-fed, unclothed, unedu 
cated, many. 

Taking it for granted then, that it is not only an act of justice, but 
one of sound policy also, that our fellow men should have the means 
in one way or another, of obtaining at least a plain and useful school 
education, two momentous questions naturally present themselves, 
viz., whether it should be provided by voluntary munificence and 
énergy ? or, whether national systems should be established under 
the controul of governments? I would here premise, that an import- 
ant auxiliary to the steady progress of education in any country is, 
that the public mind should be deeply impressed with the value of 
it, feel interested in its adoption, and sufficiently excited to give energetic 
and constant attention to its furtherance and welfare. The uncertainty of 
this taking place spontaneously, and the difficulty of a few intelligent and 
benevolent individuals bringing it about, are invincible arguments against 
the voluntary principle. Another obstacle is the absence of the will amongst 
those whose means are large, even to supe! fluity, voluntarily to contribute 
money in so ample a way as to be effectual in supplying national education. 
A still further objection to the voluntary system is, that it is much more 
expensive and inefficient than a well-digested, thoroughly organised, strictly 
disciplined, national system. The isolated efforts of individuals and sects to 
institute and support a sufficient supply of the means to educate a majority 
of the population of Great Britain, are evidently quite inadequate. It has 
been proved, by long and painful experience, in England, that individual 

















and sectional beneficence will not insure to a tithe of the people, even a 
primary cducation. If the voluntary principle be the best, as some pre- 
tend, then itis both general and cflicient ; but that such is not the case, the 
present ignorant condition ofthe bulk of the lower orders sufficiently testi- 
fies. It is true, there are a number of charity and cther schools, which 
were established by voluntary means, but as a whole they are exceedingly 
defective, and the funds unfairly and badly administered. By the inerease 


} } 


in the value of pr nsequevt upon the adi civilisation, the 
spread of manufacturing and mechanical industry, and the inerease of trade, 
the incomes of many of these schools have increased three, four, or even five- 
fold, with little or no extension in the number of pupils taught. 
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The sala- 


ries of the masters are very disproportionate, and depend more upon 
the amount of moncy to be administered, than the culties o1 qualifi -aAtIONS 
of the teachers. In one place may be found a schoolmaster with from one 





to two thousand pounds per annum, and in another, one fully his equal, and 
probably superior, with much heavier duties, getting about as many hun- 
dreds. In Manchester, Lancashire, for instance, it costs 2,7001 per annum 
to educate about 80 pupils (in 1842), and at Ribchester, same county, 100 
children are taught at an expense of about 25/ to 30/a year. At Green- 
wich an income of about 7007 per annum educates 20 boys, while, in a town 
near to, the salary is a little over 10/ per annum for teaching 70. I believe 


I am correct in saying, that the sum total of the funds for charity schools 
is not much under 500,0001 a year. Now, if this very large amount was 
consolidated, and distributed upon principles of common honesty, justice, 





and equality, it could be made to educate five times the number it is now 
doing, and be productive of incaleulably more good to the nation. Here we 
may aver there is a decided want of system, and that it is an apt illustra- 
tion of the general rule, “ that an absence of system, or a partial s) m, 
is always attended with greater proportionate expense than the universal 


or national one.” 


Mr Horace Man, secretary to the Board of Education in Massachusetts, 
who n intimate and exter knowledge on this sulject, and who has 
visited Great Britain, Germany, Holland, Belgium, and France, for the pur- 
pose of examining into the plans and state of education in those countries, 
when writing England, says, “ England is the only one among the 
nations of Europe conspicuous for its civilisation and resources, which has 
not, and never had, any system for the instruction of its people. It is the 
country where, incomparably beyond any other, the greatest and most 


frightful sccial contrasts exist; where, in comparison with the intelligence, 
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wealth, and refinement of the higher classes, there is the most igno:ance, 
poverty, and crime amongst the lower. Yet in no country in the world 
have there been men who have formed nobler conceptions of the power, 


elevation, and tlessedness that come in the train of mental cultivation, and 
in no country have there been bequests, donations, and funds so numerous 
and munificent as in England. Still, owing to the inherent vice and selfish- 
ness of their system, or, rather, no system, there is no country in which 
so little has been effected, compared with the expenditure of means.” 

A national system of education is, however, opposed by a few, on the 
ground that it has a tendency to practical despotism ; and they endeavour 
to support their views by a reference to some parts of Germany, and more 
especially to Prussia. They say that it is dangerous to entrust the power 
of training the minds of the people to the controul and supervision of the 
stat The state, I take it, means government, and the government 
England is gradually tending to democracy ; it is becoming, year by year, 
more dependent upon the will of the people, so that it is, in reality, to the 
favour of the majority of the nation that this dangerous power, as it 
called, would be entrusted. Yet, far more important and extensive powers 


are committed to the hands of government, with few or no objections being 
made. With respect to the charges bronght against the system of national 


is 


educstion in Prussia—viz., that it is designed and calculated to produce a 
blind acquiescence to arbitrary | ower, and that it is adapted to enslave, 
ratlier than to set free, the human mind ; supposing them to be true, the 
position and condition of England and Prussia are parallel: cases. 
England, in instituting her system of national education, has all the world 
before her to glean information from. She can take advantagi 
the knowledge, and the experience of all those nations who 
estal lished their respective 
more perfcet 


not 


f the plans, 
have already 
systems, and thereby be enabled to make her’s 
than any or all of them. 

If it be true that the Prussian system be in some ] 
there is no occasion to copy hi rerrors ; 
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arithmetic, or geography, to that he produces bette: 
the modes of teachi: g these cien 


ints objectionable, 
the bad may be rejec ted, and the good 
} 


of teaci 








tlhods ling grammar, 
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nts n l,and the inculeation 
The best style of teaching reading or spell- 
no natural connection with th« 
instructive lesson in mechanics does not commit th« 
any particular religious dogma. 

From what I have now advanced, I conclude 
planis the best, and that, to make it exclusively useful and equitable, it 
must be general. Allcreeds «and conditions must have access to it, and have 
the power of partaking of the bencfits it confers; and this brings us into im 
mediate contact and collision with the whole religious community—each 
ct or denomination dewanding that their creeds aid forms of church go- 
} vernment shall be taught in the sche But what course of procedure 
will satisfy a!l parties ? 
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The dignitaries and clergy of the Established Church, first and foremost, 
put in a peremptory cluim to teach their doctrines, rites, and ceremonies, 
to the exclusion ofall others: then comes the Presbyterians and Methodists 
in a body, opposing the claim, and insisting that they have as much right to 
have their religious opinions and modes of worship taught in the schools as 
the Churchmen : then the Catholics, the Baptists, the Unitarians, the Swe- 
denborgians, cum multis aliis, put in their respective vetos to any preferences ; 
exhibiting altogether such a stormy sea of religious zeal, that the very 
| thing they are all engaged in teaching, viz., the spirit of Christianity, is 

apt to be forgotten. 

But what is to be done? Must there be a room attached to every school 
and set aside for rligious instruction? This might be done with very little 
extra expense, and the different denominations of religious teachers might 
attend in regular rotation one hour per day each, or one-half day in every 
week. 

Iu Ireland a National Board of Education has existed now for fifteen 
years, having been constituted in 1831, and if I remember correctly, all re- 
ligious teaching is prohibited in the schools, including the reading of the 
Scriptures ; but separate hours are set apart, in which all children receive 
religious instruction from ministers of their several denominations. 

In religious instruction is excluded 
. allowed to with- 
draw at certain hours, to receive a lesson in religion from their pastors ; 


Holland, 
| 
| this, however, 1s not insisted upon, it being optional with them to go or re- 
| 


all doctrinal from the 


schools; the Bible is not read in them, but children are 


main in the school. 

But is there any necessity to incur the extra-expense of appropriating a 
room in every school for religious education, and for the attendance of the 
various ministers of the gospel at stated period? The writer thinks not. 
rhe scholars might, if requisite, read regularly the Old and New Tes: aments 
in the routine of other duties; and their parents, Sunday-school teachers, 
and the ministers of religion, would expound for them, and inculcate, by 
precept, exhortation, and example, such creeds and religious view- as they 
ipproved and desired. This is the plan pursued in this country (but it is 
not invariably alike in every school), and in all probability it is the best, 
or it tends to prevent religious controversies and divisions amongst the pupils, 
| A daily or periodical repetition of some of the most imperative moral pre- 
} cepts, lias been adopted and practised in many of the primary schools, with 

profit to the pupils, and satisfaction to the parents and teachers, 

lt is much to be regretted, that differences of opinion on religious doc- 

tiines, forms of worship, ceremonies, and prejudices, shoul be made an in- 





strument for keeping millions of our fellow-men in ignorance and derada- 
tion. There is an old saying in England, that, “ whilst the grass is growing, 
the hoise is starving.” May notit be said, with equal aptness, that, whilst 


the various religious bodies are disagreeing about comparative trifles, the 

great boon and blessing to the population, that of receiving instruction, and 

being raised in the scale of civilization and intelligence, is kept from them, 

But we hope jthis is passing away, and that it may no longer b» affirmed 
| that, because professing Christians and Christian ministers cannot exercise 

Christian charity, one towards another, the people must remain uneducated. 
I remain, very respectfully yours, 





BriTIsH RESIDENT. 





Aqriculture, 
COMPULSORY EMPLOYMENT OF LABOUR IN 


HUSBANDRY. 
Ir is by no means uncommon in the agricultural districts of England to 
find labourers half employed, and, when employed, working at wages so 
low that they are constantly on the very verge of destitution, while the 
| land of the district is searcely half cultivated. There are two of the ele- 
ments of production ; labour eagerly seeking employment, and land 
| requiring only the employment of labour in its cultivation to become 
doubly or trebly productive. Labourers are starving within sight of 
acres on acres of land, on which they might easily raise, beyond the 
present produce, the value of their wages three times told. Why 
is this? The short and general answer is, that the connecting link 
of capital is wanting. ‘The causes of this absence of capital, or of 
| sufficient capital —for the question is usually one of degree—vary in 
almost every different locality. ‘lo go into them, or even to touch 
| upon them, would lead us into disquisitions too wide for our imme- 
diate purpose. But, in alland every case, the single and only remedy 
| will be found in obtaining that missing element—capital. Before you 
can improve the district by uniting labour and land in the work of 
| production, you must attract to the cultivation of that land capital 
in some form or other. We say, in some form or other, because it is 
frequently supposed that the attraction of more capital to the culti- 
vation of land implies, in the majority of instances where capital is 
deficient, a change of tenantry. This is an error, and a mischievous 
one. It forms an obstacle to efforts at the improyement of many 
estates, because it is supposed that the first step to be taken must 
be the removal of the present occupiers. Now, when it is remem- 
bered that full four-fifths of the land of England is occupied by 
tenants whose capital is greatly insufficient for anything approaching 
the most profitable methods of farming, it will be at once seen, that 
if improvements in husbandry can only be expected from the intro- 
duction of new capitalists into the business of furming, the hope of 
any general improvement would be far more distant than the friends 
of agriculture believe it to be. In most cases, improved farming 
must be effected by means of the existing tenants, and we hesitate 
not to say that the rapidity of such improvement and its degree 
mainly depend upon the intelligence of the owners of the land. In 
many districts their course is both plain and easy; their farms are 
occupied by men of considerable capital, who only require security of 
tenure and freedom from useless or injurious restrictions and land- 
lord-imposed burdens, to acquire or obtain the use of all the addi- 
tional capital required in modern husbandry. ‘There the proprietors 
need only resolve not to obstruct improvement. 

But a large extent of English landed property is of a very differ- 
ent description. It isin the occupation of tenants of little intelligence, 
who are very deficient in capital. They seem, as compared with the 
active and enterprising modern farmers, like so many agricultural 
Rip Van Winkles, who have slept for some 60 or 70 years, and who 
are not unwilling to sleep on still, if they can possibly do so. In such 


| districts, the landowners, who desire to improve their estates 
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and who seek to discharge the Seaiion as well aii receive | 


the advantages of property, have ample scope for the exercise 
of large and active intelligence. Olten they will have tasks re- 
quiring much observation and energy, discretion as to the modes 
and times of acting, and firmness when action has been resolved on, 
An estate of this kind affords a wide field of usefulness to the owner, 
but requires patience and skill. An unfailing sign of a low state of 
husbandry, is an apparent local superabundance of rural labourers 
with a great deficiency of labour on the farms. 

Such astate of things seems to exist in that part of Devonshire from 
which an intelligent correspondent has addressed to us the following 
letter :— 

——— D-von, Dee 1846. 
inve read, with much interest, your agricultural refore, I 
ld feel pleasure in having your published opinion on the following point 
—What would be the effect of inserting anagreement in a lease, to oblige 
farmers to keep in employment so many men to a certain number of acres ? 

Your arguments on the propriety of leases granted with as little as pos- 
sible of restraint, are perfectly sound; but in this part of Devonshire, and I 
believe generally, farmers have no capital whatever, and with difficulty just con- 
trive to pay their rent. From this cause, not one labourer is employed where 
three are required, and the poor rates are spread over the whole of the pa- 
rishovers, not only to the injury of non-farming occupants, butmost seriously 
so to theland. We cannot change tenants, for all, in poverty, are alike. : 

Itis wrong in principle, I admit, to dictate any such terms to a man who 
ought to be called a farmer, though it is wrong also, to see land and labour 
unemployed, and worse than wasted—in short, what do you think of com- 
pelling men to employ profitable labour ? 

Now, before attempting to give some answer to our correspon- 
dent’s question, or, perhaps we should rather say, to throw out some 


21, 


articles, the 
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suggestions with reference to it, we must observe, that enough of | 


the peculiarities of the district are not stated, to give any opinion 
upon details. All we can do is, to indicate the general principle of 
action in such cases. Our correspondent says, that the farmers of the 
district he refers to have ** no capital;” and if that expression be 
taken literally, the wonder is not, that they “with difficulty just con- 
trive to pay their rent,” but that, being so circumstanced, they con- 
trive to pay any rent at all. But we apprehend the meaning of that 


expression to be, that they have but scanty capital, just enough to 


plough and sow the land, and to exist on the credit of a narrow mar- 
gin of surplus in the coming crop after payment of rent. With such 
tenants, the simple obligation to employ a defined number of labourers 
on a certain acreage, will be almost inoperative, unless the landlord 
shall make them advances of money, or, what is « quivalent, permit 
them to retain for a time some portion of the rents they have been 
accustomed to pay. Addititional labourers must be paid in hard 
money, weekly; while the extra produce, resulting from their em- 
ployment, can only, at best, be gathered annually. 

And it must be considered, whether the compelling these inferior 
farmers to employ a greater number of labourers, without more, 
will really tend, in any material degree, to improve their system 
of cultivation? The employment of many labourers is the conse- 
quence, not the cause, of improved farming ; for the mere manual 
labour of the peasant is only a part, though an important one, in the 
machinery (so to speak) of modern farming. ‘The good farmer cuts 
down his hedges, pares his banks, and scours his ditches; and he 
ploughs and cleans his land more effectively than the bad one, for 
which purpose he wants additional horse-power—that is capital 
—as well as more labour. He does not, however, perform these 
operations for the sake of employing labour, or because labour hap- 
pens to be abundantly at his command, but because they form 


part of a system of good cultivation to which he looks for 
profit and reward. But the grand pivot on which improved 


husbandry hinges, is the keeping of stock. The manure made by 
the stock gives fertility to the soil; and itis in providing food for his 
stock, that the good farmer gives so much employment to labour. 
Look at the amount of manual labour required by the farmer 
who has yearly one-fourth, or even one-fifth, of his farm planted 
with roots for cattle and sheep. Then also a large portion of the 
farm must also be planted with green crops for the summer food, as 
roots are the winter food of stock, and to prepare for and secure such 
crops, there must be a good command of labour. All this, however, 
presupposes a considerable amount of capital; for, independently 


| of the cost of ploughing, planting, and hoeing, the first year’s crop of 


turnips must be raised by means of artificial manure, guano, bone dust, 


| or something of that sort, for which an actual outlay of 20s per acre is 


a very low estimate. And, after the root crop is grown it must be 
eaten, and that again implies previous outlay in the purchase of stock 
wherewith to consume the roots. ‘Ten head of neat cattle, and one 
hundred sheep, sufficient stock for only a very small farm, could scarce- 
ly be purchased for less than 250/, and the saleable produce arising 
from such stock, either directly in the form of meat, or indirectly in 
the form of grain, could not be brought to market in less than two 
years. How could this be effected by farmers of whom it can be 
literally, or metaphorically said—they have no capital? Surely the 
compulsory employment of labour would not furnish them with the 
requisite capital ? 

If the landowner can induce such tenants as our correspondent 
mentions, to employ more labour, and at the same time to keep 
more stock, and generally to improve their system of farming, they 
will soon find their advantage in the greater ease with which they can 
pay their rents out of an inereased produce; but we think it will ge- 
nerally be found most advisable that any determination of the tenants 
to employ more labour should be the result of advice and per- 
suasion rather than of compulsory clauses. They should be led to 
see their own interest in such employment; and the landlord should 
consider whether there be anything in the terms under which his 
tenants occupy their farms, which tends to repress enterprise. 
Then he should show that he is ready to go hand-in-hand 
with them in the march of improvement. Does the land require 
to be drained? If so, let him undertake to drain it, and, by so doing, 
he will employ many labourers at that season of the year when the 














CMIST. 


9 


tenants have least demand for labour. Then, when the landlord is 
draining a farm, he may fairly urge strongly upon the tenfnt the 
undertaking of some other improvement, which will increase pro- 
duce and require additional labour. By such means, the details of 
which will, of course, vary greatly in different districts, the landlord 
has it in his power to do much to elevate, that is, induce the acquire- 
ment of capital by the lowest classes of tenants. And where a 
farmer really shows sigus of going a-head, he has n 








oO difficulty in | 


obtaining a certain amount of credit, which, used prudently, is ca- | 


pital. 
energy and intelligence necessary to acquire it, he ought not to be al- 
lowed to continue to farm. 

[t is true there are many farmers possessing some capital, and 


having a moderate quantity of stock, who might be benefited by | 


any inducement, compulsory or otherwise, to employ more labour. 
Such would seem to have been the case in a parish in Wiltshire, 
which we find thus mentioned in a local paper: 

THe Farmexns of DAUNTsEY, WILTSHIRE, a parish lying within a ring 
fence, undertook to keep the resident cottagers employed on a plan arranged 
by Mr Engelbach, the agent intelligent and accomplished gentleman, 
No compulsion was used to enforce that arrangement, but it was represents d that 
would dcrive benefit from the reduction of poor rates, better 
productiveness of the land, better security for person and properts The experi- 
ment has bee have agreed to 
When the ment was m the rate of 
‘+k; but then, steadily employed throughout 
the year, the men have taken no advantage of their employers to extort exorbitant 


. an 
the farmers 


. tried for a year, with so much success that the farmers 


continue it for @ year more arrang e, 


wayes wis raised from 7s to 8s a we 


wages at the brief times of pressure 

This arrangement, however, seems to have been in the main effected 
by that sort of “ moral persuasion” we have recommended. 

“On the influence of the landlord for good or evil, we find the fol- 
lowing remarks by Mr Nicholls, one of the Poor-law Commissioners, 
in a paper on the “ Condition of the Agricultural Labourer,” in the 
last number of the Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society :—* If 
the land be imperfectly cultivated, the tenants poor and ill-informed, 
and the labourers in a bad condition, wherever these evils prevail, 
they must be regarded proofs of the landlord's incompetency or 
neglect ; whilst, on the other hand, well cultivated farms, a thriv- 
ing tenantry, and orderly and well-conditioned labourers, afford 
proof that the landlord has exercised the rights and the influence 
of property judiciously, by stimulating improvement, and encourag- 
ing and assisting his tenantry to apply more capital and more labour 
to the land, by means of which the field of employment has been 
enlarged, and the tenants themselves benefited.” 

And the same writer gives an instance of the way in which a 
single enterprising farmer, acting upon the sound and judicious plan 
of employing his labourers permanent!y, will give a tone to the 
whole parish. He says :— 

In proof of what can be done in the way of improvement by a right un- 
derstanding between the landlord and tenant, an instance may be cited of 
a farmer possessing skiil and capital, who took a large farm in Wiltshire on 
terms which at once encouraged and enabled iim to improve the property. 
On entering upon the farm, he brought with him his ploughman and two 
or three of his best labourers, but the other farmers in the parish became 
alarmed at this, and complained that he was bringinga burthen upon them, 


as 


there being already, as they declared, more labourers than could be em- 
ploved. The next winter these farmers, as usual, turned off several of taeir 
men, whom the new-comer immediately evgaged, as he wanted them for 
draining, fencing, and the other works necessary for good and successful 


farming, but which had hitherto b 
of spring the men were of course 


en altogether neglected. On the return 
again wanted by their oll masters, but 
the new-comer had engaged them all permanently, and thus the persons who 
had been complaining of over-population, and the introduction of non-pa- 
rishioners, were themselves compelled to seek for labourers out of the parish, 
the field of employment having been so far enlarged as to afford full occu. 
pation to every labourer belonging to it. 

‘The conclusion, then, at which we must arrive is, that clauses ren- 
dering it compulsory on farmers to employ a definite number of la- 
bourers, will fail to effect any improvement; and being contrary to all 
sound principle, will probably produce evils not anticipated; yet, never- 
theless, that the landowners have the power, by judicious use of their 
influence, to improve materially the farming of their tenants, to 
induce them to adopt modes of culture which will employ more la- 
bour, and thereby to elevate the labouring classes; but that in 
order to attain such. ends the proprietors must do, at all events, their 
own share in the work of improvement. 





GAME PRESERVING. 
A Teviotside farmer, in a letter addressed to a daily paper, thus states 
the vexation he has endured in consequence of game :— 

About eighteen months ago rabbits hid become very numerous on my 

farm, and were doing great injury to my crops. Let the extent of their 
ravages be estimated by the following example. A field of forty-one acres 
had been sown withoats. The seed sown was twenty-nine quarters; th produce 
was expected to be at the least 180 grs, but I reaped only 22 qrs. I thought this 
loss Was too much, and applied to my faetor and required him either to pay 
me damaves, or get the rabbits de stroy ed, or authorise me to do so, He at 
once gave me permission to kill them. With some assistance [ immediately 
began, and with dogs ani guns killed some hundreds, when one day my 
landlord, instigated by fear least I should shoot game, wrote, ordering me 
to lay asidethe gun. * Kill rabbits any way you choose but with the gun; shooting 
I cannot allow 7" aud suggested that a rabbit-catcher should be employed. A 
person was soon engaged, when lately another autograph ordered me to dismiss 
him, as his Grace word “ im future see that the rabbits were kept unde y,* 
This furnishes an instance of what was repeatedly stated by wit- 
nesses before the Game Law Committee, that, if any one sort of game 
is preserved, all will be preserved. The precautions and force of 
keepers employed to preserve one kind, will preserve all kinds. This 
shows strongly the necessity of a total abolition of the game laws, 
and not of any modification, such as taking hares out of the pale of the 
game law and placing them on the same footing as rabbits are now, 
as has been suggested. As long as any one sort of game is protected 
by a special law, al! the substantial evils of the game laws and 
game preserving will continue. 


Where, however, a tenant has really no capital, nor the | 
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Court and Aristocracy. 


——— 


Tae Queen.—Her Majesty has remained at Wind or Castle during the week 


but arrangements have been made for her Majesty and H.R.H. Prince Albert, ac- 
companied by the Royal Family, to leave Windsor in the early part of next 
week for Claremont. Monday is the day at present named Iler Majesty is 
expected to remain at Claremont until Friday or Saturday, the 15th or 16th 
proximo, and then return to Windsor, remaining at the Castle until the follow 
ing Monday, on which day, according to present arrangements, the court will 
proceed to London. Her Majesty will open parliament in person. It is ex 
pected, in consequence of the extensive nature of the alterations in progress at 


Palace, that her Majesty will not remain in town beyond a week or 
It is stated that the Queen, the I’rince Consort, and the Royal I 


Buckingha 
ten day 8 


amily, 


will leave London for Osborne Louse about the 25th of next month, and remain 
in the Isle of Wight till the middle of February. 

Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, ace mpanied by 
her Royal Highne the Princess Mary and his Serene Highness Prince Frederic 
of Hesse, left their residence at Kew, on Wednesday afternoon for Windsor 
Castle, on a visit to her Majesty. 

Lord Stanley has issued cards to a distinguished circle of Vrotectionist Peers, 
inviting their presence at a grand banquet, to be given by his lordship on the 
evening of the Isth inst. the day before the opening of Parliament Vorning Lost 

a > em Fr 
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COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS’ ScnooLis.—At the first quarterly general court of 
this institution, which was held on Monday, it was stated that the amount 
already subscribed 6,3500 10s. ; that the annual income of the society amounts 
to 414/ The school will be in working order next June G 

COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS’ SOCIRTY Che forty-seventh anniversary festival 
of this institution was held on Monday, at the London Coffee house, Ludgat 
hill, the Lord Mayor in the chair, supported’ by Sir Chapman Marshall, the presi 
dent of the society, and several distinguished citizens of London After dinner, 
Sir C. Marshall expressed the great satisfaction he felt in presiding over so excel- 
lent an institution, and stated the great advantages which the members derived, 
when it appeared that by the present state of the accounts, nearly seven thou 
sand three hundred contributors, who had only subscribed about 11,0007, from 
the first formation of the institution, had produced to the recipients, nearly 
78,00 He would, therefore, recommend every commercial traveller not only 
to be a subscriber himself, but to induce all his friends to become members In 
conch Sir Chapman Marshall proposed the health of Mr Chapman, who 
founded the society 47 years ago.—Mr Chapman returned tianks Phe Secre- 
tary announced the subseriptions to be about 600/ A legacy of 500/, it was 
stated, hud been left to the society by a mereantile gentleman numed Hearne 

Risk iN THE Price or CoALs.— On Saturday, the petty retail dealers through 
out the metropolis advanced the price of coals 5s the ton, the worst description 
being now 30s 

PRESENT EXTRAORDINARY TO THE KING AND QUEEN or THE FRENCH 
{ Bouquet de Gdicr monstre ala Soyer was f rwarded from London to Paris, on 
the 21st of December, by the well-known M. Soyer, of the Reform Club, and pre- 
sented to their Majesties on the 24th, in the morning, at the palace of the Tuil 
lerics Their Majesties were delighted with the elegance of the composition, and, 


after a long examination, the King ordered it to be 
her Majesty the Queen of the 
and aiterwards the of the 
The about ten feet, and wide in proportion 
covercd with Christmas holly, laurels, missletoe, 


carried to the apartments of 
who was exccedingly pleased with it, 
royal family was summoned to see the quct. 
3 the was richly 
and evergreen, with a great va- 


selgians, 
whol hour 


height of it was frame 


riety of winter flowers Phere were 22 head of game, consisting of larks, snipes, 
woodcocks, teal, French and English partridges, grouse, widgeons, wild ducks, 














blackeocks, pheasants, a leveret, a hare, and golden plovers. The interstices 
were lightly filled with wheat and oats, the whole ornamented with tri-colour 
ribbons. 
MORTALITY IN THE MeTropouis.—Number of deaths from all causes regis 
tered in the weck ending Saturday, Dec. 26, 1846 
Epidemic, endemic, aid contagious diseases eee eee oor §62150 
Diseases of uncertain seat IK 
Diseases of the brain, nerves, and senses eve 1s 
Diseases of the lungs, and other organs of respiration ek eos ©6508 
Diseases of the heart 1d Blood veenelé ose eee 6:5 
Diseases of the stomach, liver, and other or, ane of d gestion oe «95 
Diseases of the kidneys, &c. ... ose oe eve ove i) 
Childbirth, dis s of the ut » EEC. 000 ove ee eee Ze 
Diseases of the join or 1d cles 1 
Diseases of the skin, 7 
Old age, or natural decry ea 4 70 
Death vielence, pu tion, Or intemperance me 4) 
Causes 1 s fied 
Death~ from all causes ove ° ——1268 
Males pee -- 612 !' Females eee 656 
Births in the Week.—Males, 582; females, 610.— 1,192 
P pil n Average Weekly Deathe 
enumer d, Deaths, 1841-2-3-4-5. in the 
I8d1. 5 Aulunins. 5 Years Week. 
West D one 142 — 143 ese 178 
North Districts . eee 74 eee 17 212 
Ce Districts 74,7 oce 191 ose 186 eee 237 
East Districts ... $93,% ove 224 211 208 
South Districis ...ccccces.- se 479,408 ore 209 eve 251 eee 373 
pt” 1,915,104 1000 907 1268 





PROVINCES. 

EAST WoRCESTERSUIRE 
the | Mr Burneby, 
officer has fixed Jan 


ELection.—The writ for the election, in the room of 
arrived at Worcester on Wednesday, ard the returning 
11 for the election to take place. Captain Rushout 
ndidate now in the field, Mr Foley, the Liberal candi 
ng withdrawn, on the Conservative party ur dertaking not to oppose 
his election on a dissolution of parliament, It is, however, now very doubtful 
whether Mr Taylor, the present member, will not again be put in nomination 
on the Conservative interest, so that matters are in a very doubtful state. 
ELECTION MOVEMENTS IN MANCHESTER.—A meeting of the Reform Associa- 
tion was held at the Clarence hotel on Wednesday, * to consider the propriety 
of immediately forming a committee to secure the return of the Right Hon. ‘I 
M. Gibson at the ensuing election.” James Kershaw, Esq., was called to the 
chair, and a letter was read from Mr Alderman Dotter (who resigned the presi- 
dency on the nomination of Mr Bright, and has since signed the requisition to 
Lord Lincoln), stating that if committee formed for Mr Gibson, 


ale 
{ on- 
is the 


servativ« only ca 


date, hav 


is 





a separate was 


he should be most happy to act upon it as a friend of the right honour- 
able gentlemar Aficr a short discussion, it was held that the formation of 








THE E CONOMIST. 


| Jan. 























Mr Bright's committee had so entirely taken up the whole of the leading and 
influential Liberals of the borough, that it would be impossible to form a 
distinct committee out of the party for Mr Gibson, and a resolution was 

} unanimously come to, appointing the present committee for Mr Bright, a joint 

election committee for Messrs Gibson and Bright The canvass for signatures 

| to the requisition to Lord Lincoln is still proceeded with, and it is now 
| stated that his lordship is to be in Manchester on the 9th, 

| NorTH LINCOLNSHIRE ELECTION There is no longer any doubt that the 

| liberal candidate (Sir M. J. Cholmeley), who has at length come forward to suc 

| ceed Lord Worsley in the representation of the Lindsey division of this county, 

| will be unopposed. Lord Worsley has represented it for many years, and in 
1841, when the W! were so generally beaten, his lordship stood at top of 
the poll, leaving the !on. Mr Cust some thousands behind It would, therefore, 
be idle of the Conservative party to get up an opposition, consides the many 
adverse circumstances under which they would now labour Phe election is ex 
pected to take place in the course of next week Leicester Mercury 

REPRESENTATION OF PontrErrnact.—Lord VPollington, one of the present re 
presentatives of the borough of l’outefract, having significd his intention not to 
offer himself again for election, the Reform par it is said, intend to bring for- 
ward Mr Martin, (4 The Conservatives have selected John Laur Iisq., late 
sheriff of London and Middlesex, as their candidate (mn ‘Tuesday, tl honour 
able candidate addressed a considerabk body of the electors in the ‘| n-hall, 
when the mayor presided 

KREVRESENTATION OF CAMRRIDGI An adadre to the electors ) been 
issued by Mr W. I’. Campbell, of Trinity Coll announcing his intention of 
offering himself as a candidate at the next election, in conjunction with Mr 
Adair, on the Liberal interest.’ Mr Campbell is the son of Lord Camptell 

lub New Bistornic or MANCHEST! The Warden and Fel of the 
Collegiate Church of Manchester are to be constituted dean and chapter, and the 
ee of Manchester will be in the provinee of York Mr Murra of Chancery 
lane, has been appointed registrar of the new dive The an me of 
the bishop has been fixed at 4,500/ per anuum 

Expeceren RovyAn Visit TO BADMINTON It stated that her M sty will 
n all probability, honour his Grace the Duke of Beaufort with a visit at Bad- 
minton Ilouse, at an early period after Christmas We have heard that the 
‘note of preparation has been already sounded amidst the Gloucestershire 
Yeomaury Cavalry, of which his Grace is colonel, with a view to t r being 
ready mounted, moustached and all, as a kind of royal guard for the Queen. 
Ci fonham ¢ 

fuk Increase oF Distr IN MANCHESTER A mecting was | n the 
Fown Hall, on Thursday, the Mayor, BE. Armitage, Iesq., in the chair, to « sider 
the state of the poor, and the propriety of establishing out door relief by means 
of soup kitchens in various parts of the town lhere was a very la ittend 
ance of the clergy and gentry Resolutions were agreed to that soup kitchens 
should be established, and a subscription was opened, 

— 

MeEerTinG or Ten Tlours De._rcarrs.— On Sunday a meeting of delegates 
was held at Manchester Phere were 68 delegates present from different places 
in Lancashire, Cheshire, York, and Derby Ihe chairman, in opening the pro 
ceedings, read a letter from Charles Hindley, Esq., M.V’., which denied his pre- 
ference for an e'even hours’ bill. ‘The delegate from the Lancashire Central Short 
Time Committee moved the first resolution as follows 

rhat this meeti of delegates from the n ifacturing districts of Lar r,York, 
Ch , and De scmbled for the purpose of promising the Pen Hou again 
expres ur dete ation never to re/ax in our exertions unt i bill to Jimit e hours 
of factory labour to ten hours a day for five days in the week, and eight on Satur- 
day, be obtained from the legislature, believing that we a tly entitled t rotection 
to those limits 
It was seconded by Mr Leach, of Huddersfield, and unanimously adopted. The 
delegate from Littleborough moved the second resolution 

Fsasdhio wiamasionas alt tie last 35 years in promot this measure, wa this 
meeting of delegates from the manufacturing districts of La ister, York, C) r, and 
Derby, in belic r that the rejection of the measure last session, and the mea ulopt- 
ed by the government by which our friends in parliament were deteate $8 sti 
inulated the operatives throughout the country to still further exertions than they 
have ever before made, and this meeting are convinced that the cause which 
has assembled them together is in accordance with ¢ y priuciple of justice, uumanity, 
and religion. 
‘The delegate from Oldham seconded the resolution, which was also carried, 
unanimously The third resolution, as follows 

Phat this meet r having heard the principles of Mr Jotn Fielden’s bill explained, 
vhich directs that on aud after the passing of the act, all mills shall at once commence 
working eleven hours, and fixes the time of labour at ten hours in 1849, are willing 
to uccept Lt in the terms proposed rhis meeting will, therefore, on behalf f their 

} constituents use every means in their power to promote its passing durin next 
ecssion Of parliament 
rhe delegate from the spinners of Oldham moved the fourth resolution 

| That it being the constitutional right of Englishmen to be heard in the ce Is of 
their country by petition, this meeting resolve to urge the factory workers every 
mill in every town and in every district to prepare petitions without delay, and fo1 vard 
them te porliament, praying for the passing of the * Ten Hours’ bill” as proposed by Mr 
John Fielden, 

Ihe delegate from Rostrick seconded the resolution. The delegate from Old- 
ham moved the fifth resolution 

That with a view of supporting Mr Fielden to carry his billy and of laying before the 

| members of parliament the real wants and wishes of the facto'y workers, this meeting 

} think it desirable that each county should appoint and send to London delegates whose 
duties shall be to advocate tle passing of his bill, as the only measure nothin vort of 
which will satisfy the factory workers, 
rhanks of the delegates were voted to Lord Ashley, Mr Fielden, Mr Brother- 
ton, Mr Hindley, Mr T. S. Duncombe, and all other parliamentary friends ; also 
to Mr R. Oastler, Mr John Wood, Mr W. Walker, and all friends out of parlia- 
ment; likewise to the editors of the 7imes, J’ost, Herald, and all other newspa- 
pers, metropolitan and provincial, which support and ;ublish the proceedings 
in favour of the bill, and to the editor of the Zen Jiowis’ Advocate. 


evening a second public meeting of 
Hall, for the purpose of 
M.I’., on the Ten Hours’ 


Tre Ten Hours’ Birt.—On Monday 
the inhabitants of Edinburgh was held in the Music 


hearing addresses from Mr Oastler and Mr Ferrand, 


| 





Bill, and of considering the propriety of petitioning Parliament. in favour 
of that measure. Sir James Forrest occupied the chair. 

Mr Oastler, at great length, entered into a Nistory of the factory system, showing the 
cruelty and ovpression exercised towards the factory apprentices pr Lo thei wduc- 
tion of the bill limiting the labour of children under 13 years of age to six hours a-day 
He proved, from the evidence adduced before the VPurliamentary committee ut he 
had not over stated their excessive toil,when he had set it wn at l4 and 15 hoursa 
day—the fact being, that in some instances it extended to 17 and even 19 hours a-day, 
He referred to the little time afforded to the children by the present hours of labour 
for intellectual, moral, and religious improvement; and stated that, althoug! these 
hours were on'y 12 by statute, yet from various circumstances they were nearel i4. 
He also noticed the effects of this excessive labour up n females; and after relating 
several interesting anecdotes bearing upon his own career, and ¢ xhibiting tl itiach- 
ment which was displayed towards him by those whose cause he had espouses or cluded, 
amidst much applaure, by recommending the Ten Hours’ Bill, for which Saddler, 
Fielden, himself, and others, had so long struggled, to their serious consideration and 
regard 

Mr Ferrand followed in as ewhat similar strain, and recited many melancholy 
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cases of destitution in Yorkshire and Lancashire, 
nufacture. 
Mr Cumming, 


the principal seats of the cotton ma 


moved a resolution to 
ab,oldtely nece.sary 


seconded by Mr M‘Farlane, both wor! 

the effect thata tion of the hours of labour in fu 

for the health of those employed in them. 
Phe Rev, Dr Henry Grey said—I have lis 


ing 


men, 
reduc ories Was 
tened with the deepest interest to our friends 


the affecting h with which this meetin 














who have addressed us, and especially to speer g 
was OF iby Mr Oastler. No parts of it wer? more refreshing to me than those 
which threw some little light on his own personal character and conduct. I had, like 
others, been Jed to think on some occasions that he wasan agitator, and perhaps some- 
thing worse. Now, the resolution which I have to propose to this meeting declares 
that children of thirteen years of age and upwar Is are kept fourteen hours aday, meal 
times included, which is a great hardship; and that the hours of labour might be sbort 
ened by the use of additional machinery, which has arrived at great perfection, with- 
out any material injury to the employer 

Mr M¢ rie seconded the resolutiou. 

Dr Candlish said—The resolution which I have to propose is one which I bring b 
fore you with peculiar p'easure, becau t places the necessity of the abridgement of 
the hours of labour on that footing 1 which I am disposed most of all to rest it; 
not that I by any means underrate those physical evils 80 tou hingly deseribed to us, 
but, as is natural, I do attach supreme importance to the particular view the sub 
ject brought out in my resolution, viz., the bearing of these excessive hours of labour 
mn the moraland re ous state of the conmmunity The resolution states that an 
abridgement of t hours of labour, especially in the case of women and children, is 
necessary to wd time for the religious, the moral, and the intel tusl culture of 
the labourer, which, under the present system, is lat itably neglected.’ 

Mr Whytock seconded the re: olution 

It was then proposed and agreed to, that a petition should be drawn up, 
in accordance with the resolutions, and after being signed by the chairman, 


iment 


should be transmitted for presentation to both houses of Var! 











WILTrsmine Prorecrion Socirery.—At a meeting of this socicty held last 
Monday at Devizes, for the purpose of taking steps for collecting subscriptions 
towards the proposed testimonial to the Duke of Richmond, and also for con 
sidering the propriety of adopting measures for obtaining a re peal of the Malt 
tax, we find, from the Wiltshire Independent, that Lieutenant Schomberg, in the 
course of his speech, made the following remarks on the culture of flax 

From the ex] e of partics we k “ us int ent and superior agricaltu 
ralists,ithas been proved that there was ne ) would give the irmer 
such remuner.ting pri ws flux It is we kn ithat it cun be grown w.th advar 
tage for its seed, and! eod they all knew was far better than oil-cakes Lieutenant 
' omberg then saidthat vast quantities bad alresdy been own in this country, 
isa proof, he mentioned that a short time since he wanted a linseed crusher, he seut 
for ic to Bristol, and from the enormous quantity of machines which had been required, 
he could not get bimse'f supplied; the maker had already many more orders than he 
could execute What would become of the farmers when the duty on wheat fell to] 
per quarter if thev had not something to fall back upon When he mentioned tl 
in the district where it had been grown, the poor rates were but 3d in the pound, whiel 
sum was merely to keep the old people and to pay the expenses of the parish-——they 
must be convineed that its culture would enable them to improve their condition. In 
the districts he hud referred to allt capable of labour were emploved, and there 
was no necessity for parish relief Hle was aware thet in some places they were for 
bidcen to grown flax from its supposed exhaust ~~ quality ; but he would tell them that 
under the improved system it was not only a bighly profitable, but a rie rating crop, 
being an excellent preparative fo wheat Some said, “ Well, if we grow it, will you 
guarantee to f us persons to buy it He id yes ! there were many dealers at 
the present time wanting it. When persons gave that to their cat'le they knew what it 
was, instead of, as at present, giving them they knew not whatrubbosh, under the name 
of oil cake An illimitable quantity of linseed might be grown, if properly cultivated, 
It required but the smallest quantity in the wor'd to fatien cattle 5 a pou d would do 
it. He should like to see a society formed for Un co romientof the pi h of 
flax One gentleman, whe had grown it for the «xpress purpose of proving that. it 
could not be cultivated with advantage to the farmer, actuaiy made a clear protit of 
5i per acre 

SCOTLAN! 

LorD CAMPBELL AND THE UNIveRstry or St. ANDkEws.— This Icarned 
body has displayed a discrimination in bestowing academical ho ours worthy of 
its ancient reputation. While Lord Campbell was merely attorney-general, 
member for the city of Edinburgh, a privy councillor, and Lord Chancellor of 
Ireland, he had no higher degree than that of A.M., which he took when a 


student at St Andrews; 
the “ the Chancellors,” the Senatus Academicus, on 
David Brewster, principal of St Leonard's College, 
upon him the degree of LL. D.— Scotsman, 

IN THE LIIGULANDS.—A meeting of two of the sub-committees 
appointed on Thursday last, namely, the collecting and finance, was heid 
Saturday in the Council Chambers, Bailie Mack in the chair, in order to muke 
arrangements in the particular department assigned to them. At the Mr 
the treasurer, announced that he had received a subscription of 10/, in- 
closed in a letter signed, as we understood, “ A Native Highlander.” Mr Tawse, 
W.S., then stated, that an impres ion had gone abroad, which, however, he be- 
lieved to be erroneous, that there were still two general committees in operation, 
the one appointed at the late meeting of the inhabitants, and that of the Free 
Church, and expressed a hope that some steps would be taken to remove such an 
impression, Several influential members of the Free Cliurch rose and stated that 
there was no foundation whatever fir the rumour, that the funds collected by 
them were to be thrown into the general fund, and the distribution of it, and 
what might be collected, left entirely to the general committee appointed at the 
public meeting. Dr Greville then suggested that a circular should be drawn up, 
for the purpose of informing the public that the rumour alluded to by Mr Tawse 
was without foundation, containing also a statement of the object of the subscrip- 
tion—a copy of which to be left at the houses of the by which the 
collection of subscriptions, he thought, would» be much facilitated After some 
conversation, on the motion of Mr Thomson, advocate, it was referred to Bailie 
Mack, Dr Greville, and Mr Skene, to draw up such a circular, subject to the 
concurrence of Sheriff Spiers, convener of the committee. ‘lhe joint committe 
then resolved to apportion a particular district of the town to two or three of 
their number; and in order the more effectually to accomplish the object in 
view, it was agreed that the thirty-two police wards should be the districts 
After announcing that the subscriptions were to commence to be collected on 


Tuesday morning, the committee adjourned until three o'clock on Monday.— 
Caledonian Mercury. 
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DESTITUTION 


on 


outset, 
Forbes, 


inhabitants, 


. 





IRELAND. 


STOPPAGE OF USE OF GRAIN IN Dior LERTES AND BREweERIES.—A meeting 
of the inhabitants of Belfast was held in the Town hall, on Thursday week, to 
consider the propricty of memorialising gove: nment to suspend the use of grain 
in distil'eries ane breweries while the existing scarcity of food continues in the 
country, when the following resolutions were agreed to That the present 
high price of provisions, and the amount of distress prevailing in this country, 
require every attention to the economising of food, and that for this purpose 
measures Of an extreme nature should be adopted.”—* That with this view the 


but out of respect to his literary reputation as author of 
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meeting is of opinion that all distillation from grain in these kingdoms should 
be forthwith suspended.”—-* That it is the opinion of this meeting that brewing 
from grain in these aie should also forthwith be suspended It was then 
agreed that a memorial should be presented to the Lord Lieutenant, and a depu- 
tation appointed to wait on the Irish government, and urge the necessity of the 
immediate adoption of the measure 


RereauL AssociaATion.—The usual weekly meeting was held on eer» 
Upon the motion of Mr O'Connell, the chair was taken by the Hon. Ceeil 
M.I’., who, the poverty of the 
country home in such a state 


Lawless, | 
in addressing 
If they had a 


meeting, referred to the present 


government, Ireland could not be 
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of wretchedness, for, if a parliament a sitting in College green, the ports 
would be opened, and they would not be told that the Irish should starve, lest 
the English might suffer in their trade. Mr O'Connell said he 

Had only a few words, a very few words to say, as his mind oppressed him too 
trongly, in consequence of the intelligence he we —— h ing from all parts of the 
‘ niry, He was frightened at th» state of Ireland; and doubly » Leon he did 
ot think others were frightened ¢ h at the position in which she was placed. Food 
Was wanting in the north, south, east, and west; in fact, what was in the niry was 
insufficient for the demand, so that even those who had iwnoney could not purchase it 
Never was a country in such danger und never was a government so loudly called o7 
to do somet! u lathing of the affairs of the association, they dwindled 1 insigul 
ficance when they considered these hor ors Much distress existed in the north— great 
distress all through Leinster; and almost all Mi ter and Connau weie tarving, 
Such was the stare of Ireland, ang he was horrified at the species of ay h iw sul 
rounding them Something, however, he ho | uld be soon dor A committee 

8 established in Dublin, for the metropolis; but that snot enough y should 
have a committee, upon a grand scale, for the whole of Ireland In Clonmel it was 
necessary to accompany the provision cars by an armed fore Sir, | mean, said the 
hon. gentlen nd it was with that view, I rose, that before the termina 1 of this 
week t ssociation shall issue an a he people of Tretand, « i upon them 
to give up the unhappy practice of stopping t transit f provisions—to resign all resort 
to violer togive up all force, and to endeavour to assist each other in the terrible 
crisis, which was upon them 
Mr Molloy brought forward a petition calling upon the government to afford 
facilities for the importation of provisions into Ireland, by repealing the laws 
which disfavoured the importation in foreign bottoms, by using the transport 
and store-ship service of the country for the like purpose, and by the establish- 
ment of food depots in distant places, to be used for the purpose of keeping 
down provisions below the famine-prices now prevailing this petition was 
seconded by Mr (O'Connell and passed Mr John O'Connell then rose, and 
spoke to the subject of the report upon the reclamation of waste lands, brought 
forward by Capt. Broderick on a previous day Ile also referred to the matter 
of the secession, and Mr Smith O'Brien's letter. Some sums of money were 
then handed in ; the rent for the week was announced to be 57/ 7s 4d 

FOREIGN AND COLONIAL 
FRANCE, 

The Paris papers afford little in the way of political news worth recording. 
They are filled with ministerial and anti-ministerial discussions—some days al- 
le My the serious illness of the King, and again contradicting their own reports. 
Our Paris correspondent says he hears the King has to undergo a surgical opera- 
tion: still he is to hold the New year's day levee, fearless of any bad effects 

A report was spread at the Bourse ou Tuesday, that Lord Normanby had sig- 
nifled his intention of declining to join the corps diplomatique on Friday, at the 


luileries, in offering their felicitations to the King, in consequence of the papal 
nuncio, who, as the senior member of the ps, would present the address, en- 
tertaining the intention of congratulating Louis Philippe on the marriage of the 


Duke of Montpensier Phis report was attend d by a slight decline of the funds, 
It was, however, stated later (since the value of the report bad been earned) that 
at the particular desire of the King no allusion would te made to that event in 


the address, and that upon this understanding the Briti 
pear on the occasion 

The King and Queen of the 
Brussels. It was said that the 
visit to London. 

It is that the royal speech, on the opening of the session, will contain 
paragraph respecting the extinction of the independence of Cracow 

The unusually intense in Paris, although the weather is other- 
wise At six o'clock on Tuesday morning the thermometer was 13 degrees 
below the freezing point, and even at noon it was still 8 degrees below it 

The “ Societe pour le Libre Echange” held its fourth public sitting, early this 
week, in the great room of the Rue Montesquieu. The assemblage was very 
numerous. ‘The bnsiness of the day was opened by a specch from M. Chas. 
Dunoyer, the president, who, with great maintained 
the advantages of free trade, and contended against the policy of the protec- 
tionists. He was followed by M. Blanqui, M. Michel Chovalier, and M. Ho- 
race Say, all of whom supported the principles laid down by the president, 
and the general objects of the association. 
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Belgians left Paris 


King would visit 
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again before his intended 
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SPAIN. 

The prorogation of the Cortes to the 31st—the ostensible cause of 
the obstructed state of the roads—now receives a very diflerent interpretation 
from the opposition papers. They say the ministry find great difficulty in draw- 
ing up the royal address. It is not doubted now by any party that MM. Isturiz 
Sanz, and Caneja, will retire after the opening of Congress 

Phe Lspanol states that the number of election returns received up to the 
to have been 302, of which it says 152 are favourable to the Government, 37 to 
the Opposition Conservatives, 52 to the Progressists, and 5 only to the Legiti- 
mists. According to this estimate, the Opposition generally will form about 


which was 


17th 


one-third of the Chamber, which, considering that it contains nearly all the 
leaders of note, some of whom have great influence from their eloquence, is a 
large minority 


The Madrid Gacxette of the 25rd publishes a royal ordonnance, in virtue of 
which the bank of St Ferdinand continues to be the bank of the government, and 
will open a credit equal in its total amount to the budget of 1847 

rhe Carlists continued to agitate, and it was expected that some 
would be made by them before the close of the year. 





attempt 


INDIA 

The overland mail, which left Bombay on the 16th November, has arrived, but 
brings no news of importance 

The news from the kingdom of Lahore and the new kingdom of re- 
present them both as propped up by the British troops. In Jamoo there are four 
armies, besides the troops of numerous mountain Rajahs. First, that of Gholab 
Singh, his purchased sovereignty ; 
third, the force under the 


Jamoo, 


who is struggling to obtain possession of 
the army of the Sheik Emaum-ood-Deen ; 
Lahore general, Tej Singh, and fourth, the two British divisions commanded 
by Generals Littler and Wheeler, who «re in possession of the eapital, 
which they have undertaken to protect for Gholab while he himself is engaged 
in the field. 


second, 


Jamoo, 
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Sheik Hmaum-ood-Deen, has contrived by variou lifts to put off the « € propert nd persons of ou by Mc . fw on 4 
of surrender, until the snow fell rhe latest news from Sir John Litt) ! t t ent ! ‘ avain 
force, which was encamped st Bukreewallah Ghat, on one si of the ¢ I “ I 1 
and Brigadier Wheeler on the other, is to the effect that they were all diss ; nee: ysogye . edt 
pointed at the non-surrender of tl Sheik, which ought to have been effec ; : : ; a . ; ae : : ae . h | 
before the 30th, but had not taken place Phe United Lahore and British fore r | se | 
were delayed several day y heavy ran 

Lall Singh, who is Vizier at Lahore, by the permission of the Brit a 1 t M 
succeeded in bringing to that capital the Nizam of Moultan ; he thei Ww | I ! 

Various | s on the Nazim, ar gave him leavy to go f ( ney ‘ ‘ m, J 
from hin s to a large amount, where it is probabl ee 
trive some means of avoiding the payment of the not I ( ! | ' ‘ ) 

From Scinde there is no news « importance sir Charles Nay wa t [7 t ve bee i} 
Kurrac! Preparations ar ng forward for the remoy f ! 
ments from Scinde in the course of January or February t It S 
volumes for the system of Sir C. Napier, if, after tl sett! ment of the I’ | s . ae - é.2 
jaub, such a large force can be removed from Scinde, without any disturba , I rhea - iI 
being created there Sir Charles presented colours, « tl ith of November, f ] ( I a. 
the ist Bombay Fusileers | ’ t st t ted, 

In the interior of India tranquillity prevails the Nizam’s government ! ' ring 
undergoing a favourable « ng I at length named :s minister t d 
tive nobleman whom the British Re e! had pre usly propose uy | 

Phe ubscriptions t] new in Bombay ar l to 3 unt to ) t : 
ten la t ‘ t I 

Phe Governor-General left the hills at the end of last month to pay a \ . 3 1 || 
to the Jullur Dooab lle hasa 3} cid tore I md pout ti i \ 
capablk I is | to put dow! formid ‘ ‘ t t | 
settled stat« f Af} unistan affords tle probal y of any host demonst " : || 
tion from that quarté rhe safety of Lords Elphinstone and Arthur Hay, t 1} 
Hon. Captain H } and ot en, who wer ‘ || 
murdere: the ¢ meres be | l eir re nto §s : : aha . - } | 

Phe posit Gholab i j ll ne t « . ‘ 1 1< 
of the H ‘ pt by pur m t I } \ ’ 
session of he is | : t) . ‘ 
no hoj ex t ft veh mor und t 1 1 t | 
He has | ’ paid for t t \ I e || 
med refi viance to him lie is 1} I \ : t | | 
barrasse n | 

7 ‘ ait 
UNITED \ | lons || 

Ihe Mexican war secms to move with more ray} ! l r fexic ntil the | | 
not t vane po} rity ‘ , In t ii ' ! | 
sentatives ther manifested a stro t of opy t ‘ 2% . | 
Executive, wl MW as tl off t f Lhe 
blamed by the op] n members A resolution } en brought f t onven- | | 
Mr G t Davis to inquire whether the President had guti lt ‘ I : n 1 | 
vernments in Mexico —whether one of these govern at 
over a part of Texas—whether it was the intention of the l’resident to esta ; re | 
a permanent government in Mex I whether ] now co ued t S ; 
for the purpose of permanent acg t The tone of the Message upon this t 1 ! lollars and | 
subject had also been fiercely denounced Mr Darragh, in a speech of con t rity had || 
derable leng ! a sel ls Opposition to the war |] Ll st« its C ' : abet 1 | 
stror y S { ect of cor nt di by press . , . i | 

I lollowmg pI rs in thi } trol ce pon a final 
writes irom the “ seat of war, rding tl latest ints reir ae n ol 
lampico is already in a state of defenc« Reinforcer ts are arrivil t at xth ai f th tion of tl h of January, 1843, | 
Saltillo has beer ndone 1 there is no doubt that it is now in the 7 gy exp st . 
sion of the adva guard of the army, under Genet Wo Phe « nd n \ f the f | 
of Mex s represented to be even worse than it ever sbeen. Santa Anna . e]] 
lately made an address to his troops, apparently to extract from them an — - | | 
tation to reinstate himself at the head of the governmen lie w d : | 
pointed vever, at finding that his oration was received in profou sien ; ' conformity with th aus on, @ third conve n was signed on the | | 
and immediately afterwards he started with all his cavalry on a secret 1 of November, 1843, by which proy n was made for these clait rhe 
tion. Some think it was to cut off one of the divisions of our army, 1 nate, however, made two amendments, to which the Mexic:n government would 
will not be likely to find. The most probable conjecture is, that he is gor mot accent Mr Polk this concludes this part of his speech 
Mexico to control the action of the new Congress A letter from T'¢ . F : : faith of 1 7 
Dec. 7, to the P ine, says that Cuptain Tatnall, with the steamer S$ < ; j y affer 1 , er m | 
has gone up tlhe ver, 60 or 70 miles from Tampico, and taken possession of Mex s. S dn ‘ at section | 
two towns, at one of which he captured ten large cannon and a heavy quantity u al ts we have t »a va f then sin the 
of ammunition, which had been received from Tampico, when the Mexica f t l ted nx to presery iu t ng with | 
retreated from that city. ‘i he two regiments which evacuated that place revolted Xie ae OE os een g redress fur past wrongs, | | 
when they got to San Luis Potosi, and were disbanded hey were oppo ies pe : ag de Be ere ta ne | 

, | mt e int of ' Wi tl ns of the United | | 
to Santa Anna. Great dissensions prevailed at San Luis Potosi. The arn S : : ae ‘ nerce with Mex the untee of a | | 
about 16, strong, were in a state of starvation There were four different tre of “ amit I ce, a navi n,” many of the ve suffered all the in- | 
factions rhe Texus papers, to the Ist inst., received by the steamer ¢ sw h we v ‘ el treaty, ad iffordins pro- | | 
at New Orleans, on the 3d inst, have a ints from General Wool’s camp i I f Mexico, | | 
Monclova, but to what date is not stated.’ t ; ; ~ plundered of their | 

] tv al ved of il rso ty if dared ins ‘ t r rights, | 
| H wf t fA r roperty l the v 1 of personal liberty | | 

The New York packet ship Ashburton arrived on Monday, with papers of tl of our cit to say nothing of the t ir flag which have occurred in the | | 
10th, the J j Shiddy on Wednesday, with papers of the 13th, ports of Mexico, taken place on the hig ee ae ceo neve 
and the Caledonia on Thursday, with papers of the Léth IV} : ee . LEREIS Se ROR OR ' ee ‘ wh ~~ + — ~ 4 
first | rings intelligence of the opening < f the second session of the twent ' . iy r ‘ ae 8 cane a fering ea , We ba i i a 4 e i} 
eighth Congress, at Washington, on the 7t) In the House of Representativ { the f 1} ghest duties which every Government owes to its citizer 
on that day, the Speaker took the chair at twelve o'clock, When the Presiden t t has been, that many of them é en reduced from tate of aiduen¢ 
Message was read, It is an extremely elaborate document; occupying mor nkruptey., The proud name of Ame neitizen, whic ught to protect all who 
than nine columns of our daily morning papers. We shall, however, with much | YS®® Pf irom ins p ongury % : - 3 Ml ne wiet 
less space, be ab to give our readers all that it contains of interest or in } - ; ' ee sia a hi : Se ; take re« P ; . : 
portance t Me x } sy tl were yal u il in } t ra nd 

After some remarks on the improving condition of the United States, and th ‘ ng t b] f our citiz 
friendly rel other nation but Mexico, the Presideut He says the annexation of Texas constituted no just cause of offence to 
charges the 1 provoking the war; he says Mexico : He endeavours to prove this by the following pleading 

I } } t [ 8 eve er » port re at ¢ aren f Loui a, ced to the United 
Or ré rted to to avert it. After ye St 7 Sieenne in tans. Inthe wear 1899, the t Sta || 
du r £ \ SS wr i x v t that part of J 1 wit! s Le S art | 
8 t v pu 1 of ey pri f I y dt y , } S } | 
ti ‘ I ties ndt by th« fo ¥ 1 l eeded to the of ‘ \ ) . l } 
before the advan four army to tl f f the Rio Grand imple | eo tal ! ( “ c ; 
of wa st M and had I ‘ t ‘ ext ve! } . . a fi Li ly | 
hav fa ole f @ \ | ‘ S ow ve i ( cmry | 

He, however ttempts to prove that the Ui S ] suse to de \ pur g enend und || 
clare war before now. Te add e mia or Vit Texas | | 

Sear M United States wer f f Mexican § I tate ¢ tion | 

the ‘ , ‘ w) t Mex ics 
v } ( V end f the { 
‘ rv els x ] I I \N n ’ i the 1] 
t ‘ eieu ‘ ? a at ‘ t ' ‘ na in ene- 
eady pecource :.ai é : aaa ls pose it l ‘ s constitu- | | 
yners, captains, crews, Rule ' ‘ \ { vella federal c« he pe legi= | | 
1 successioi t st ere was chan e SYS ‘ i ance || 
t e | i States 1 I | tions aif e:s, but i grant foreig intric inc] g tl United States 1 nvited by the | 
“ by the ( é ‘ I s ¥ ses of s | olor W f the state a of the federal government to settie in :exa Advan- 
by Mexic t nost solemr rms wer stponed or evaded lhe files and recerds | tageous terms were offered to induce them to leave their own country and become Mexi | 
of the I t of State itain ¢ f of numerous lawless acts perpetrated can cit I This invitation was acce] I many of our citizens, in tl full faith 
ian EEUU Daldicteacinienctastnetastinedarmeaoaadeneenenniaanamemnenanaammnnsssamneuntemesnemensenennen Sg RS RMON ee ee oe aaa 
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that in their new home they would be governed by laws enacted by representatives | exist, and that the debt may be extinguished in a much shorter period than that for 


elected by themselves, and that their lives, liberty, and property would be protected by 
constitutional guarantees similar to those which existed in the republic they had left. 
Under a government thus organised they continued uutil the year 1856, when a mili 
tary revolution broke out in the city of Mexico, which entirely subverted the fedrael 
state constitutions, and placed a military dictator at the head of the government. 





By a swee) decree of a Congress subservient to the will of the dictator, the several 
state constitutions were ab ‘ished, and the states themselves converted into mere depart- 
ments of the central government rhe people of Texas were unwilling to submit to this 
usurpation Resi-tance tosuch tyranny became a bigh duty Texas was full) absolved 


from allallegiance t¢ certral government of Mexico from the moment that govern- 
ment had abolished ber state constitution, and in its place substituted an arbitrary 
and de apotic central government. 
The speech then adverts to the more immediate reasons for declaring war, 
namely, the seizure of the territory as fur as Rio Grande. He asserts tha 
Texas,a ded to the United Stat by France in 1803, always claimed as 








has beer 











extending west to the Rio Grande, or ‘Rio Bravo The fact is established by the 
authority of our most eminent esmen, at a pe 1 when the question was as well if 
not better, unders tl it is at present Duri Mr Jeffer ’s administrati 
Messrs, M roe nd Pinckney, who had been sent on special miss » Madr 
charged, among other things, with adjustment of boundary between the two 
countries, in a te addressed to t Spanish Minist f Foreign Affairs, u r dat 
of the 28t f J airy, Is¢ ssert that w indaries of I ‘ eded to the 
l ted Stat vy France,“ aret river Perd on the t, and ver B 
the itl t fac hich si 
are #o satisfac yt u vernment, as to ¢ tthatthe Ur States have tr 
et t l lof N Orleat l I i essi referred to, thant v 
I eto wi riet territ } iis leacribed 


























Oura \ ( us ( t st eN ly as 
August, 1845, with q lad the Ni a | 
tl true w t 1 f Tex " vi bee pa d by V 
n ths | he east ! ft Rio Grar ln 
Mess i) tI i ¢ tl ) 

( lex l 1 t pre t ' ) 
t sof x t ‘ nilitary fores 
fr Xue f i t th vos 

{M I ize | a ¢ h 4 

I ff ’ vy Tex tt } f 
' i i u y tec 
a 8 ‘ he Gulf, a 

tu . es a Del N Rio G 
repe v Pexan W l ! I 
forces 

Mr Polk seems in doubt whether his permittins Santa Anna safely to ea Mex 
ico W l Cc! he tla red | ‘ witl li howev« $ 
sure t P l \ not have t l s ! 

AT M \ t 
the } ‘ a é 
tr 1 4 ‘ 1 Al a 1 Tt si } 
seen w! I i f rat 1 i s n 
the ¢ t <« ] 
cut ' . } 

( juwes l t g Had | Lin 1 a 
that »ny j t would have 
After a faint praise of the army, and no! e of the navy, he says 

Icon ite \ l ess V i 1 our?) litarv al naval¢ 
ra al Mex ed hostilities, at a time 
1 ] T i rts driver I At k 1 
I ‘ 4 { the cx at T oy s 
of New ( j s ind Californias a y 
i r l t it I States 0 t ie | 
t 1 ‘ ia tl sand miles f ! 
tl 1 tw our fore and commence our movements By 
the t 1 ' ‘ the enemy has been cut off Well iy 

iwtA } é a A ry of our regular and vy 
care ents of tl few s afford a grat g proof that 

V | \ r the maintenance - 
nour n ight un effective fore read at all times vol tarily 
t rts of for t per nd ition of the cam And 
t 1 s t y i t t x} s I nad « m 
at i [ silty ( ] j ing y 
tim t yx i ir] \ inst tions, and are r re y 
def i 

It has, however, been determined that the war shall be continued ; for he 
says 

Phe war will cor ue to be prosecuted with vigour, as the best means of uring pea 
Itishoped that thed jon of the Mexican Congres » which our last overture hast 
referred, may! 1a speedy avd honourable peace With our experi , how- 
ever, of the unrea able cours f Mex 1 ities, s th t wisdom 
not to re) in energy of our military operations until the result is made k 
In this view, it is deemed important to hold military possession of all the provinces 
which have bee taken, until a definitive treaty of peace shall have been ¢ cluded 
and ra ythet ycountries. 

He with little hope of much booty, recommends a fleet of privateers. He 
says — 

[ ree mend that Congress should immediately provide by law for anti: etters 
of marque d reprisals against vessels under the Mexican fla It is true, there are 
but few, if any, commercial vessels of Mexico upon the high seas; and itis, therefore, 
not pr ible that many Am rican privateers would be fitted out, in case a law should 
pass authori-ing this mode of wartare. It i notwithstanding, ceriain that such pri- 
vateers may render good service to the commercial interests of the country by ip- 
turing « ur. erchant ships, should any be taken by armed vessels under the Mexican 
flag, as well as by capturing these vessels themselycs. Every means within our power 
should he rendered available for the protection of our coimmerce, 


most important part of this belligerent portion of the message, is his 
the 
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sinews of war— 

the war with Mexico with vigour a energy, as the best means 

dy and honourable termination, a further loan will be ne¢ 
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to meet the expenditures for the present and the next fis years If the war shouid 
be continued until the 30th of June, 1848—being the end of the next liscal year t is 
estimated that an additional loan of twenty-three millions of dollars will be required 


assumption that it will ben 


against contingencies. If such 


This estimate is retain con 


sistentiy in the treasu 


sie upon the 
4,000,000 of 


cessary 


dollars, to gu 











surpiu ere not required to be retained, then a loan of 19,000,000 of dollars would be 
suftic If, however, Congress should,at the present session, impose a revenue duty 
on the principal articles now canbraced in the tre t, it is estimated that an: itiona 
annual enue of about two milliovs and a half, amounting, it is estimoeted, on the 
30th of June, 1848, to four millions of dollars, would be derived f that source; and 
the loan required wou'd be reduced by that amount, [ti timated also, that should 
Congress graduate and reduce the price of such of the publ ands as have been long 
in the market, the additional revenue derived from that source would be annually, for 
several years to come, between half a million and a million of do s; and the loar 
required may be reduced by that amount also. Should these measures be adopted, the 
loan required would not probably exceed eighteen or nineteen mitl s of dollar 
eaving iv the treasury a coustant surplus of four millions of dollars. The loan pro- 
posed, itis estimated, will be sufficient to cover the necessary @xpenditures, both for t 
for all other purposes, up to the h of June, 1848; and an amount this 
t exceeding one-half, may be required durit the present fiscal year, and the 
rt of the remainder during the first half o. the fisea ar Succeeding 
that timely notice may be given, and prope s taken to effect the 
uch porti of it as may be required, it 1s that tl uthority of 
Congre » make it be given at an early period of y ssion. it is suggested 





that the loan should be contracted for a perivd of twenty yeal » With authority tu pur 
stock and pay it off, at an earlier period, at its marke! value, oul Of any sur 
plus which may at any time be in the treasury appli ‘ 

c 


Stablishment of peace with Mexico, it is pposed 


hase the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


which it may be contracted. The period of twenty years, as that for which the pro- 
posed loan may be contracted, in preference to a shorter period, is suggested, because all 
experience, both at bome and abroad, bas shown that loans are effected upon much 
better terms upon long time, than when they are reimbursable at short dates 
Iie makes very little reference to the new tariff, it having so very recently come 
into operation 
The act passe 
one int« peration un 
practical effect upon the revenue, and the! 
is not doubted, h » that th 
and promote the 
unt of revenue it 
produced by the act of 1842, which it 
by it are, to levy the taxes with a view to raise 
imported according to their actual va 
ee trade he remarks— 
laxation of tl estrictive policy of the United 
1m whose example we rived ihe 


1 at 


you ast n, “reducing the duties on imports,’ 
he Ist of the present 1 


sess t having 
woth, there has not been time for its 
siness of the country, to be developed. It 
it adopts will add largely to our 
Although it cannot certainly 
at it will exceed that 
s established 
ym the 


pwever just policy which 
neral prosperity 
will yield, 1t 1s esti 

ded The leading principle 
revenue, anc 
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foreseen what am nated th 
supers 
tO impose them uj 
articies 
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Simulta usly with the r 
iiritain, fr 


system, has relaxed hers She 


Ws, a reduced many other duties t 


fo raise the increased sum necessary for the State during the war, 
makes the following proposal— 




















] i t l isidera ther i iy not be proper, as a war measure, 

lutie yf } t Should 

proy ) I s ‘ v to s t eet t e@X- 

] s the ir With Mexico, o1 at extent the creation of debt, 

they iy be rey ed when t r ! yw gave to them shall cease to exist 
1 <¢ st ite part of the perma! it policy of th country. 

He refers to the ceded portion of Oregon, as follows— 

I be portant, during ir pI s n, to establish a govern- 
ment, and to extend the jurisdict and law fthe United States over t territory of 
Ore Our laws regulating te e with the l ian tribes east of the 
kK y Mountains should be extended t e P..cific Ocean; and for the i e of exe- 

g tl y relations with the Indian tribes wit ur lirnits, 

ldit cies will be req ind si l i rised by 
iw The jouses, and ot } tices and post road AT { provi- 
sion f ( ich route put will sug- 
gest, It be pro] s0, to establish a yor-gene- 
ral’s t make » necessary provi-ion for sut ng the pub- 
lie lands ket As our citizens who r n that dis- 
tant region have bee a) ny ha 8, pri s, an ‘ ces in their 
emigra ents have enhanced the value of t ul inds in 
t! é ts, i ( ended that libe made to 
them ¢ 1 as they may occupy, and that similar grants or rights 
of pre-emy el te thither w na limited period, to be pre- 
scribed by iW 


After recommending a single steamer to each foreign squadron, he 
cludes 
h full reliance upon the wisdom and patriotism « 


, a8 it will bemy anxious de e, to co-operate 


thus con- 
your deliberations, it will be my 
ional ef- 


with you in every « tit 








ur common I y 


rt t note the welt e and inaintain the honour ¢ ( 
Washington, Dec. 8, 184 JAMES K, POLK. 
PHE LATE STORM AND INUNDATIONS aT RomME.—Letters from Rome of the 


12th state that the disasters occasioned by the overflowing of the liber had caused 
so much distress, thatthe Pope has appointed a committee to open a subscription 
for the poor. The Pope has contributed a sum equal to 800/ from his private 
purse 

BeELGIUM.—Such is the the which weighs so 
cruelly upon our population, that in a great number of vi lages in our neighbour- 
hood slaughter houses have been established, which compete with the butchers, 
been slaughtered, before the 
ged by a host of the working class, who, to the shame of our gover- 
nors, are compelled to resort to this sort of nourishment, because horse flesh may 
be had at 12 centimes the kilogramme five farthings the pound). Al- 
though it is not the young horses which are slaughtered, the flesh is not the 
less eagerly sought a ter by this mass of unfortunates, who are almost dying of 
hunger, and find themselves very fortunate when they are as to be able 
to buy horseflesh for ten centimes, decayed and feeble nourishment as it is for a 


misery, says Vessager de Gan 


Scarcely is it known in a village that a horse has 





place is besi 


(about 





so lucky 


population condemned to such rude and oppressive labour 





MISCELLANEOUS. 





IEETING OF I -A circul which the following is a 


RLLAMENT 





copy 


has been issued by the Prime Minister to the Liberal members of the House of 
Commons :— 
Downing-street, D 1846, 

S I ve the h ur to inform you, that f Parliament being fixed 
for t i f January, ‘ ea portar y b ith on the 
opening of the session, I take th bh vy ot questing your attendane 

l ‘ 
CHALK AND COAL FIR! 

















ourselves with applauding J/r Wri: 





1 good ol 
| all that could be desired, the scenery, dresses, and stage effects in 
| excellent. 





14 


has been tested within the last fortnight, according to a Salisbury paper, and 
with the most satisfactory results. Surrounded with coal, it a strong 
heat and a clear fire, at half the usual expense ; so that to the poor in te chalk 
districts it must be an invaluable boon.—T7ve Builder 


gives 
} 





GRAND BANQUET To Mr CospEN At MALAGA.—The Spaniards appear un- 
wearied in their enthusiastic and hospitable reception of our distinguished 
countryman, Mr Cobd A grand festival was held at Malaga, on the 3vth of 
November, in honour of the English free trader 





MUSIC AND THE DRAMA. 














AT this “festive season” it seems neces-ary to supply the mind as well as 
body with peculiar food ; and, as, in the latter case, it is selected with no p 
ticular view to the improvement of the animal powers, but rather to gratify 
the human palate,soin the former it is chosen for the mere purpose oi 
amusing; of diverting the father from thoughts of Christmas bills, the child 
from speculations as to Black Monday and its concomitant evils, and the 
whole family from any feelings that may be in the least opposed to those which 
Christmas should inspire. Before any critic dare comp!ain of pantomime as 
tending no mental development, inculcating no moral precept, and being 
destitut aim (except as regards the intention to make a hit), let him ab- 
jure the mince-pie of intimacy id reject the plum-pudding of friendship ; 
these will stand the test of analysis no better than the pantomime, and, for 
the most part they “go down” equally well There are some persons who 
object to clowns in toto, and regard pantaloons, “those indispensabl | 
si s uselessjincumbrances; and, we maintain that these men, who would 
not willingly allow t public a Christmas piece, shot not, themselves, 
allowed a piece of Christmas, Wherewith to decorate their rooms—that thos« 
who would cut up a holiday-play, should not be permitted to cut up a holi 
day-} 

Drury Lane, in eépite of the immense and genuine success of Fuoco, and 
the at expense attending the getting up of a pantomime, has not departe 
from the long-established custom ; in accordance with which, St George and t/ 
Dragon has been seized upon, and worked into a piece that affords ample scope 


for} the display of scenic effect, 








and the use of the machinery for which this 
theatre is so justly celebrated. TI. Matthews is the clown, than whom a better one 
could not be found. Miss Hic! a pleasing and graceful Columbine, and as 
such renders J/arlequia an object for the deadly hatred of infatuated and jealous 
schoolboys. Dayne, in the induction, is as funny asever ; and his daughter, 
Miss Annie Payne, deserves a word of praise for her intelligent acting. The 
Bondman being the first piece, the theatre fills from the commencement of th« 


evcCning’s entertainment. 

The HAYMARKET is sustaining its reputation for Christmas novelties by the 
performance of a burlesque, from the pen of Mr Planche and the fairy tales of 
the Countess d’Anois. It is entitled, Zhe Invisible Prince, or The Is Tra- 
eine, delights and possesses the best characteristics of its highly-talented and 
justly-popuiar : 


and of 


t 


thor. If Mr Planche’s productions are not graced by the wit 
of A Beckett, they are not disfigured by the slang of Selby; he is seldom 
cruelly satirical, and never altogether vulgar; but his allusions are introduced 





with so much effect, and his verses are so neatly turned, and the parodies on 





popular songs are so appropriate, that, on the whole, he may certainly be 
regarded as the most accomplished writer of extravaganzas. It is no more 


possible for a comic author to avoid occasionally falling upon an old pun ora 
topic previous!y touched upon, than for a musical composer to produce a succes- 
Sion of melodies without sometimes writing a phrase that may have been heard 
before, or for a poet to keep clear of all ideas that have ever entered the head of 
any other man. Butthough Mr Planche has favoured us with sundry well- 
known allusions to the present condition and future prospects of the Wellington 
statu has been merciful with the Trafalgar square fountains, and kind toa 
degree with Westminster bridge. His parodies tell amazingly well; nigger melo- 











dies are very plentiful, and very properly introduced ; and a trio, to the tune of 
Buffiio Gals, excellently sung Miss Reynolds, Miss Horton, and Miss Julia Ben- 
nett, meet night y with an enc rhe appearance of the Prince, as Apollo, in 
the Pose Plastique style, was a happy idea, and well received by the audience, 


which at the Naymarket has more right to the epithet “ enlightened” (without any 
reference to the gas) than at any other theatrein London. Of the plot we have 
We l ly say that it was a plot to amuse the audience, and 
ncipal conspirators acquitted themselves amazingly well. For fur- 
la personal application. We have omitted to state 
that the dresses are in the best taste, and that the decorations r e from the 
pretty to the magnificent 
THE ADELPHI has renounced pantomime, and, considering that no amount of 
expenditure could produce a more attractive entertainment than that now pre- 
judge from the effect, and the theatre is filled nightly), we think the 
management has acted with wisdom. Besides, there is a burlesque, and a very 
of its kind—viz., the Phantom Dancers, in which, if the dialogue be not 





said nothing 
that the pri 
ther paiticulars we recomme1 


ang 


sented (we 


general, are 
rhe author has made some good situations, which are turned to the 
best advantage; and the pathetic acting of Miss Woolgar and Madame 
Celeste, enlists the real sympathy of the audience, until a rude joke smashes the 
sentiment, and thus a pleasing alternation of smiles and tears ‘s kept up until 
the last act, when every one possessed of the risible faculty is called upon to 
exercise it to the utmost. A new drama has been produced, under the title of 
Colui or the C Sister, with great success ; we must, however, content 
t's fan and Madame Celeste’s pathos. 

At the Lyceum the dramatised version of the Battle of Life is being per- 
formed, Mrs Keeley’s acting of Clemency Newcome being the chief attraction. 
The book is decidedly undramatic, and Dickens's clever descriptions and delinea- 
tions of character are, of course, lost upon the stage. The piece is, however, as 
well adapted as could be, and will succeed, if only from a desire, which pos- 
sesses most readers, viz., that of secing the characters of the book embodied, and 
standing before them in flesh and blood, That the conceptions of the author 
cannot thus be realised, will be allowed by all who have seen the play, and by 
all thinking persons who either have or have not done so. The subject of the 
pantomime is the Butterjiy’s Boll. It is an attempt to combine with the usual 
harlequ nade a considerable amount of bal/et dancing. Whether from this alone, 
or from an absence of fan in the piece generally, we know not, but, from some 
cause or other, the public like it not, and we recommend the management to 
return 2s speedily as possible to the Jurlesques, which gained so much fame for 
the Lyceum. 7 

At the Princess’ pantomime is being played, in conjunction with Loder’s 
Night Dancers, and the Maids of Munich The entertainment is, on the 
whole, very attractive, but as we have not yet bad the opportunity of seeing 
the harlequinade, we must postpone all comment on its merits : 
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At the several minor theatres several pantomimes have been produced, with 
more or less success At the Queen’s, there is one which we consider high] 
at Asticy’s, we have the union of the magnificent with the lu 
we have very horrible melo dramas (horril in more senses 1 
musing pautomimes, for is it not amusing to see the quin 
ng through a wall, as was our good luck last w 
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BIRTHS 


square, Mrs 








Christmas-eve, 19 Grosvenor Brougham, of a daughter 

On tl hu i ury rectory, tl Honourable Mrs Mon gu Villiers, ofa 

iu ie 

On the 27th ult., at 8 Cumberland terr t e wife of Mr John Chubb, St Paul’s 
Churchyard, of a son 

On t 28th ult., at Clapham common, the lady of John Humphery, Esq., M.P., of 

Ont at 79 Leadenhall street, Mrs William Hawes, of a son 

On t t Streatham hill, Mrs J. H. Shears, of twins—a son and a 
Tay 

MARRIAGES 

Or l ult t the British Embassy, Frankfort the-Maine, Baron Adolphe 
F.F.R , of Diersburg, G t Duchy Dad Otheer in the Austrian Service, to 
Georgina Montgomery, youngest daughter of Ar Gibbon, I 

At Bu , near Fa uth, on the 2¢ by the \ rable Arcl 
J es Po destre, Esq., of the Hous Com ns, nephew of Jolin | 
of Grainville houce, Jersey, to Emma, daughter of Robert R. Broa 
Falmout 

DEATHS 

At Jumaica, on the 2¢th of Oct Mr Wm. Molieno, of her Majesty’s Customs, 
cond s of Mr James Anthony Molteno, of Pall ma 

On the 29th Oct r, at Calcutta, Albert Fe'ix, fifth son of the late Mr James Manley 
Chapl fl I y 

On the 22rd ult., Mr David George, courtkeeper and usher of the Court of Exche- 
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TER TO THE Lorp CnaNcELLOR ON THE REFORM OF THE 
Law. By Jounx Georce Puittimore. London: Ridgway, 
Piccadilly. 


ReronM of the law! The oldest man living must remember that 
this has been a topic in the mouths of public men from his youth 
upwards. Complaints of the injustice of the law, which is alto- 


gether a nuisance, except as it promotes justice, have been rife 
in the land since the days of Cromwell. They are yet made, and 
after numerous committees and commissions to inquire into it, and 


after numerous efforts have been made by lord chancellors, chief 
justices, barristers in great practice, and laymen, the law seems to 
require reform more than ever. It has been made by all these exer- 
tions, worse instead of better. The absurdities of written law have 
been engrafted on the absurdities of common law, and the whole has 
been jumbled into a confused mass of error and wrong. We are tired, 
we confess, of hearing the words, “ Reform of the Law,” and are 
almost induced to believe that the only safe and proper reform is 
to abolish the greater part of it. At any rate, we quite agree with 
our author that no reasonable reform can be expected from the law- 
yers themselves, and that if the public at large wish to have justice 
done in the land, they must take the reform of the law out ofthe 
hands of judges and barristers. Mr Phillimore says :— 

Your lordship will not, I hgpe, suspect me of any blind hostility to authority, 
of any want of respect for the learned persons who fill the highest judicial 
stations in this country, if I say that a very moderate knowledge of human 
nature ought to prevent their opinions on matters essentially belonging to legis- 
Yielding in honest genuine respect 
as I doin the fullest extent, that 
and for intellectual sagacity, equal 
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lation, from being considered as infallible 
for some of them to no man living, allowing 
there are among them men for moral worth, 
to the most eminent of their predecessors; I must still assume, as a general and 
abstract proposition, that it is not from those who have attained rank, and fame, 
and opulence in a particular profession (be that profession what it may), that a 
quick perception of its abuses is to’be anticipated. As well might the propriety 
of making the first English railroad have been referred to a committee of stage- 
coach proprietors. There are few prejudices stronger than those of the “ idola 
Specus None of Hervey’s contemporaries in England adopted the theory of 
itis rare to meet an English officer, however en 
who is not a zealous advocate for the brutal punishment 
I have no doubt that 


the circulation of the blood ; 
lightened and humane, 
the mere liability to which is degradation to every soldier. 
pressing is insisted upon by the great bulk of officers in the navy essen- 
tial to the maritime power of Great Britain ; this moment, when 
there are in civilised England hundreds of thousands, I do not say who en- 
tertain various opinions On disputed points, I do not say who reject the Council 
of Nice, are sceptical as to the apostolic succession, or are little scrupulous as to 
the position of an altar, but* (I use the words of a Parliamentary Report) who 
never heard of a God — and millions destitute of the common rudiments of educa- 
tion—the clergy think that the revenues set apart to promote the spiritual wel- 
fare of the inhabitants of Great Britain, cannot be better employed than in pay- 
ing ten thousand a year to one bishop, and fourteen thousand to another! The 
bare idea of removing the bishops from any part of the temptation, to which they 
they cannot, a3 Christians, deny that these vast incomes expose them, by employ- 
ing part of it to pay a Baptist minister for preaching in a mine, would appear 
to them like sacrilege —so it is among all classes. The judges, therefore, though 
their opinions are to be sought for with anxicty, and listened to with deference, 
are not, if experience is to be our rule, to be followed as inspired guides on 
points connected with the amendment of the law. Romilly met with the most 
zealous opposition from all the judges. D’Aguesseau, and I am sure to be com- 
pared with D’Aguesseau can affront no man living, was once inclined to apply 
some remedy to the enormous abuses that had sprung up under the old French 
system. But when he reflected on the number of persons who derived a comfort- 
able support from those abuses, the pen fell from his hand. This is a sufficient 
commentary on those who would resign to men-in high judicial stations, the 
means requisite to check litigation, and to make the administra'ion of justice 


Custom has made such evils, in great measure, 
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familiar to them; certain of their own integrity, their consciences are at ease ; 
their duty obliges them to disregard the misery that adherence to strict rules 
may occasion in particular instances; and, by a wise provision of nature, habit 
enables the judge to view the suferings of a suitor as a surgeon does the agonies 
of his patient. It would lead to endless evils were it otherwise; but for this very 
reason, judges are seldom the people most alive to the actual evils of law, or 
most inclined, to exchange them for the chances of reformation. 


In this pamphlet the author treats of the evils of special pleading 
in civil cases—the evils of special pleading in criminal cases—the evils 


~~ Lait 


quarter sessions, as they are now constituted. 

Special pleading in civil cases he describes as the grand plague 
spot of the system, without “ removing which all reformation will be 
| comparatively insignificant.” After reading the following specimen, 
we are inclined to lift up our hands and ask, with astonishment, does 
this apply to the business, and is this the way the interests are dealt 
with of the practical people of England ? 





The great evil of special pleading is, that in many instances it makes the 
issue of a case depend on circumstances wholly unconnected with its merits. 

In consequence of the artificial state of the Law which has been transmitted 
to us by our barbarous ancestors, and to the spirit of which we stil! fanatically 
adhere, far more skill and technical knowledge is requisite to prepare a cause for 
| being heard, than to conduct it at the time of trial. In many cases the difficul- 
| ties of ar this machinery, of giving the case its technical dress, are so 
| numerous and yx rplexing, that the most experienced pleader hardly knows what 
course to recommend ; in others, a slip of the pleader's pen, with which the client 
has no concern, which in no degree affects the merit of the case, and which can 
by no possibi'ity mislead his adversary, will give a triumph to the most impu- 
dent pretension or ruin the most honest demand. Leave to amend is sometimes 
given, but the expense attending it is so enormous, that in most cases it is far 
more profitable to abandon the suit altogether. Can any thing be more appa- 
rently hostile to the plainest notions of justice than such a system. 

An action was brought at Gloucester to try a right of fishery. The jury de- 
cided in favour of the plaintiff; the cause was removed to the court above, and 
the Court of Queen’s Bench in the year of our Lord 1845, was occupied for two 
days in hearing an argument whether the judgment ought not to be arrested 
(i. e. whether the verdict ought not to be cancelled) not on account of surprise, 
of false evidence, of newly-discovered facts, of any mistake in the view of the 
judge who tried the cause, but simply because the word trespass was used in- 
stead of the word case in the written pleadings. 


ranging 





Again, Meeson and Wellsby reports, vol. 11, page 475, I find the case of 


Smith v. Cox. fn action was brought on a bill of ¢ rchange. The defendent did 
not deny his liability, but took an objection that the plaintiff, though he did say 
that the defendent had himself made the bill of exchange (which made the de- 
fendant legally liable), did not say also that the defendent promised to pay; an 
averment so wholly unnecessary, that if it had been made, the defendent would 
not have clisputed it, nor could it have been proved at the trial. The mere draw- 
ing the bill, which the defendent did not deny, be ng all that was required to 
make him debtor to the plaintiff. Yer the court held the objection valid. And 
the reason they are forced to give for refusing a man what his adversary allows 
to be his right, is an admirable illustration of the system which the judges, 
while it might have been destroyed, thought it better to perpetuate. 

Per Curiam (a “ Unless a promise be alleged in declarations on bills of ex- 


change, there will be nothing to distinguish the action of assumpsit from that of 


debt ; and from aught that appears here, there being no promise alleged, there 
might be a misjoinder of counts on the record. It was not the intention of the 
new rules to fritter away all distinction between the different forms of action.”* 

Soin the ease of Hayter v. Moat, 2 M. & W. 9. 56. An action was brought 
for a debt. The action was referred to an arbitrator—the defendent denied his 
liability, and the sum was found to be dwe—but because it was not stated in one 
of the counts that the defendent promised to pay, the arbitration on that count 
was set aside. There again, if the promise to pay had been stated it would not 
have been denied, nor would it have made any additional proof necessary. 

In Harrison v. Matthews, the injustice was so enormous, that the judge, 10 M. 


& W. 76, could not help saying :—* Our judgment is, therefore, for the defen- 
dant. We feel sorry to come to this conclusion, because we are well satisfied 


that the action could have been maintained, if the pleadings had been proper, 
and the legal effect of the covenant had been set out.” 

We have said enough, and quoted enough, to show the sort of evils 
with which the author deals, and how boldly he grasps them. His 
work is spirited and smart, but it will be just as ineffectual, we are 
afraid, as the thousand spirited and smart and learned pamphlets 
| which have been previously written, with a vain hope of procuring a 
reform of the law. Men ought to give up the chace after what ex- 
perieuce has demonstrated to be an impossibility. 





Motrere and the Frencu Crassicat Drama, By Mavame Braz 
pe Bury, (nee Steuart). No. VI. of Knight's Monthly Volume for 
all Readers. Charles Cox, 12 King William Street. 





We do not pretend at this time of the world, and in a hasty weekly 
notice, to criticise the works of Moliere, or to point out their distin- 
guishing characteristics and their great merits. ‘These are points set- 
tled long ago, and familiarly known to every student of French lite- 
rature. ‘To do justice to such subjects would require a life as dili- 
gently devoted to Moliere as Mr Collyer’s life has been devoted to 
Shakspeare ; and with that probably new lights might be shed over 
| Moliere’s character, and fresh delight drunk in from his masterly 
| productions. All that a periodical writer, who devotes a few hours 
to this in common with many other subjects, in nowise analogous or 
conn cted, but coming together in time, like the jumbled wares of an 
auctioneer—is to select some one feature for a few brief observations, 
and say a few words on the book which suggests them. We shail, 
therefore, take the opportunity of adverting to that eternal topic of 
complaint—the decay of the dramatic art amongst us, and the some- 
what coutemptible cry of literary men for the patronage of the great 
to revive it. 





It must at once strike every one, we presume, that the rise and 
| Spread of the dramatic art through a great part of Europe in the 
| seventeenth century, of which Shakspeare in one country, Moliere in 
another, and Calderon de la Barea in a third, may be cited as in- 
| stances, had its origin in some general circumstances, and we can only 
| expect the dramatic art to be equally successful under some similar 
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of judicial Jegis!ation—of the game laws—and lastly of courts of | 





circumstances. ‘The most conspicuous of the peculiar circumstances 
which affected the drama was, we think, the recent revival of letters, 
and the comparative literary ignorance of the bulk of the people. 
Authorship was scarcely a trade, and only men of genius wrote. 
Good writing, to be traced to no teaching, appeared a kind of inspira- 
tion. Thus there were few authors, but there were also compara- 
tively few readers. 

A knowledge of reading was not required to comprehend a scenic 
representation: that spoke to the eye and the ear, and to see and to 
understand spoken language was all that was necessary io the fullest 
enjoyment. At that time a general ignorance of reading shut the 
inhabitants of Europe out from other means of*acquiring the same 
information, and enjoying the same pleasure. ‘To this general prin- 
ciple kings and courtiers were no exception. Even such of them as 
could read applied very little to books, and reading was not their 
habit. They, like the vulgar, had no other means so ready—if they 
had any other means at all of obtaining the pleasure to be derived 
from literature—than that of witnessing dramatic representations. 
Hence their patronage ; hence, too, the high station, living on terms 
of familiarity with courtiers, kings and queens, which dramatic writers, 
who were also performers, then filled. All Moliere’s company 
were gentlemen of good birth. The dramatists were, certainly, the 


| servants of the great—the immediate ministers to their pleasures ; 





but they were favourite servants, exercising great influence and power 
over their masters. 

Moliere and Shakspeare held the mirror up to nature, and she 
reflected on their stages a wonderful succession of historical per- 
sonages, then scarcely passed cut of memory—of living peculiarities, 
or peculiarities just passed away, and well remembered. ‘They put 
on the stage a picture of life, and those who could not read were 
delighted with the representation, and patronised the authors of such 
social pleasure. We believe that the circumstance of an illiterate 
public—a public only just emerging from semi-barbarism—was the 
leading one which gave to the drama such influence and such eclaé 
in the seventeenth century. 

In confirmation, it may be remarked, that scenic representations, 
except Polichinel for the vulgar, and a refined musical drama, 
have never been very successful in Italy. There learning and litera- 
ture, inherited in some degree from the Romans, was always more 
common and more generally spread in the dark ages than in France, 
England, or Spain. There other arts, such as sculpture, architecture, 
and painting, came at an early period into use, interested the people, 
as they were in part interested by literature, and enfeebled the charms 
of dramatic representation. 

We are now no longer an illiterate people; at least all the upper 
and all the middle classes can read and write. At least they are 
almost all from their infancy familiar with story books, novels, and 
histories. They have, in the great majority of cases, become inti- 
mately acquainted—in many cases even b/aze—with those things of 
which the very highest classes in the seventeenth century were utterly 
ignorant. The different classes knew little or nothing of the manners 
of other classes: now they are made acquainted with each other by the 
newspapers. It is impossible they can have the same fresh unalloyed 
pleasure from dramatic representations, as was given to those who 
had scarcely ever read a book, and were ignorant of the behaviour of 
all beyond their own neighbourhood. In some by associa- 
tion, and much attention to particular characters, some representa- 
tions, as those of Shakspeare, acquire an additional interes‘ tor a few 
learned men; but that never can counterbalance the general familiarity 
with the scenes and characters the dramatist puts on the boards. It 
may even be doubted whether the dramatist does not, in most cases, 
run counter to the pre-formed associations of other people, and the 
very knowledge he appeals to and shares becomes a barrier to his 
success. 

If this or any similar view be correct—if the favour experienced by 
dramatic representation in the seventeenth century,and the consequent 
patronage of Courts, had their origin in any general circumstances 
like those which no longer exist and cannot be revived, the com- 
plaints of the decay of the drama must be classed with the com- 
plaints of the decay of chivalry and monachism. Royalty has in 
our time got up a court masquerade, and nobility has got up a tourna- 
ment, but no patronage of that kind can make masques and tourna- 
ments common amongst the people. They do not belong to the man- 
ners nor the age. Neither do scenic representations, as they belonged 
to the manners of the seventeenth century. No patronage could restore 
them to the high place they once filled, and the complaints against roy- 
alty, and against the nobility, for not patronising the drama, and the 
continual mourning of a little class of little writers over the decay of 
the drama are founded in ignorant selfishness. The people, for whose 
amusement the theatre is intended, have recourse to reading. It is 
far more suitable to ovr sedentary and domestic habits than the thea- 
tre. It is accessible at all hours and all seasons. It may be had for 
a few minutes or through a long day. Accordingly, never were au- 
thors who hit the taste of the public—never were novelists of all kinds 
so much read and adinired as at present, and so richly rewarded. The 
people of Europe have become literary; and the theatre, it is ascer- 
tained by experience, cannot compete with books. The young and the 
most ignorant, generally speaking, are those who find most amuse- 
ment at the theatre; and a relish for scenic representation, as the 
rule, diminishes in individuals and in nations as they grow old, learned, 
and wise. 

The reign of Moliere, we may add, over the French stage, has never 
been interrupted. He saw his principal characters embodied, he 
chose his own actresses, he not unfrequently wrote parts to suit his 
company; and as he had his characters represented, so the repre- 
sentation has been continued in unbroken succession till this very 
time. It is probable that Mademoiselle Mars’ representation of his 
princip U female characters differed very little, so closely transmitted 
was the heritage, from the representations of Mdlle. Dupare and 
Mdlle. Bezart. 
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The following may be quoted as an amusing instance :— 

An anecdote is told of Moliere, which sufficiently proves not only how great | 
was his genera! talent as an actor, but also how delicate was his feeling of bye- 
play. — One night he was playing the part of Chrysale in the ‘ Femmes Savantes, 
and at the end of the piece, when Clitandre marries Henriette, and that the old’ 
man cries out “ Je vous le disais bien que vous l’epouseriez !” he, in the excess 
of his joy, looked round for some one whom he could embrace; but the lovers 
were absorbed in their own happiness; and on the other side of the stage was 
the trio of learned shrews. At first he advanced with open arms towards his 
‘wife, daughter, and sister, as towards the natural partakers of his satisfaction ; 
then suddenly stopping short, as though remembering all the domestic tortures 
his family had inflicted on him for upwards of thirty years, he turned with 
effusion to his poorignorant servant, Martine, as to the only being who would sym- 
pathise with htm in hisown house, and gave her a sonorous salute on each 
cheek. The whole house instantaneously felt how profound a knowledge of 
the human heart this sudden trait of genius revealed; but at the same time the 
bitter sad experience which it implied, and which it was well known Moliere 
had in his own case dearly bought, so deeply touched the public, that the ap- 
plause given at the moment was less clamorous than usual. Ever then 
the accolade of Chrysale to Martine has become a tradition on the boards of the 
Theatre Francais, and no one would think of playing the part without it 

Thus have Moliere’s characters been fixed on the national mind 
of France, and become incorporated with it. Shakspeare enjoyed 





since 


no such unbroken reign amongst us. For a long season his 
plays were laid aside. They were first put down by the stern- 
ness of the great revolution, and they were kept down by the 
frivolities of Charles and the ignorance of English literature 
of the first sovereigns of the house of Hanover. Shakspeare 
has had his revival, which dates but very few years before our own 
times. If his characters are incorporated in our literature and 
manners, and make part of the national heart as much as those of 
Moliere, it is due quite as much to the press and the reading 


habits of the people, as to the theatre and their love of histrionic 
representations. 
The little work which has suggested these few observations contains 


avery interesting life Moliere, and a very good critical account 
of his writings. In so accessible and attractive a form, the infor- 
mation given by Madame Blaz de Bury is not to be found in our 


language, and every student of French, and every lover of the writ- 
ings of the grvat master of comedy » must be grat teful to the authoress 
and the publisher for the cheap and agree able volume. 
AND CoLONIAL QUARTERLY 
London : James Madden. 
WE had occasion, a fortnight ago, to notice the Caleutia Review, and 
must now do the same for the Asiatic and Colonial Quarterly Journal 
which, like the other publication, is chiefly devoted to the affairs and 
history of India. It contains articles on the question, Should India 
be represented in Parliament? on the History of British India; on 
the Salt Monopoly ; and other similar and connected subjects. To 
find the aff.i t vast empire occupying so much attention, and 
to find literary men treating the large and important problems of 
which we have furnished a specimen, with freedom, boldness, and 
judgment, must be a source of public satisfaction. It will make India 
far better known in England than at present, and lead to India being 
far better governed. By that the interests of the whole empire can- 
not fail to be advaneed, ‘Take, for example, the salt monopoly still 
maintained by the East India Company. ‘To the natives that is ex- 
tremely injurious, but it is almost equally injurious to the salt trade 
of Great Britain. We quote a passage from the review which coin- 
cides with the arguments we have, in another part of our journal, on 
a former occasion, laid before our readers :— 
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food is pulse, rice, or vegetables, and 
to whom, consequently, salt is of the greatest moment, not merely to render the 
insipid diet pala but to protect the body from loathsome are com- 
pelled to pay for the indispensable condiment the enormous price of twu pence 
per pound! Of fifty millions, one-fifih or ten millions are labourers 
whose several incomes do not exceed fifty shillings per annum; and as each 
labourer las, ‘on an average, a family of five persons to maintain, and each per- 
son requires at the very lowest computation twelve pounds of salt per annum 
it follows that one fifth part of the fruits of the poor man’s industry must be 
applied to the purchase of salt alone! Yes, upwards of ten weeks of hard 
work under a burning sun only suffice to produce a scanty portion of one of the 


Fifty millions of human beings, whose 


diseases, 
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these 


commonest necessaries of existence 
In such a state of things the purchase of clothing is quite out of the question 
Equally impossible is it for the labourer to improve his circumstances by the ap- 


plication of a few pence per annum to the growth of sugar, or of any other ar- 
ticle which might be at once a source of domestic comfort, and a means of shar- 
the country. Sunk in the lowost depths of poverty and 


ing in the trade of 
misery he drags on a painful existence, denied the teeming blessings which Na- 


ture offers to her children—shut out from the light of truth and the voice of 
civilisation, and hurried to a premature old age, and a dependency on the pre- 
carious sustenance provided by sons involved in an equally hope'ess struggle 
with the vicissitudes of life. And all this, that the East India Company may 


enjoy a revenue of one million and a half sterling, to waste on costly establish- 
ments and plunge into useless and unjust wars! 

We shudder at the picture, so startling in its general effects, so frightful in its 
details, and we are filled with loathing and disgust when it is demonstrated to 
us, that by a simple act of justice to British trade the wholk might be con- 
verted into a picturesque grouping of prosperity and contentment, of fertile 
fields and smiling peasants. All that is required to dissolve the present hideous 
“view” is, that the monopoly of the manufacture of the East India Com 
pany should be and that the government should seek its equivalent 


scene 


salt by 


abandoned, 





revenue (for its claim to revenue in some shape is incontestable) in an import 
duty upon salt sent out from Cheshire and Worcestershire, and an excise duty 
upon salt that may be manufactured,by the natives themselves upon the spot. The 
British salt can be !aid down at Liverpool for 20s the ton—the freight aud other 


charges will cost 36s more—making 56s for 2,240 pounds or one halfpenny per 








pound on its arrival in India. The imposition of a duty of one halfpenny a 
pound will reduce the price of salt to the native of India exactly one half, giv- 
ing him a surplus of five weeks’ labour, or 5s per annum, while upon the rough 
computation, that only salt enough for the fifty miliions of people at 12Ibs per 


of one million 
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Vhis is the first number of the Revi 
pleasure its labours in the free trade field. 


way to India, the government will realise a revenue 


‘wy, and we hail with much 
The nation has conquered 
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, free trade at home, and, hy the help of almost all the literary men of 
the age, we shall not be long before we conquer free trade and good 
self-government for our colonies. We trust that this Review, which 
begins its career under such favourable auspices, will see the death 
of the abuses it assails. 





OBSERVATIONS on OpD Fettow and Frrenpvy Societtes. 
Nerson, F.L.S., §c., Actuary to the Medical, 
Life Assurance Society. Fourth edition. 

We notice the fourth edition of the work merely to inform all 
friendly societies, and all societies of odd fellows—all benefit societies, 
and all societies, particularly societies of the working classes, which 
undertake to make a provision for sickness, that they will find this 
a most helpful work. The odd fellows, for whose especial benefit it 
is written, are emphatically warned that they must reform the constitu- 
tion of their societies, or like so ms iny of the best-intentioned socie ties, 
they will fall into decay and ruin. We quote one admonition :— 

It will be 
confined, but must 
1834 the number of members was about 60,( 
sent year the number was 251,727 
connexion with this, a remarkable 
brought to light by the directors 
money which was received from 
49,3827, it will be on reference 
of members in tht y 461, 


By F. G. P. 
Invalid, and General 


seen that it is not to one year alone that this enormous outlay is 
have been peculiar to the whole history of the Order. In 
0, and at the beginning of the pre- 
—increase about 19,000 per annum; but, in 
fact, deserving of serious consideration, is 
They state that “the amount of initiation- 
members in 1844 be no less a sum than 
to the list of lodges, that our increase 
and by these returns it is clearly proved 


Ing 
discovered, 


“ar Was Only 21, 





that upwards 40,000 members were initiated in 1844; thereby at once affirm- 
ing that upwards of 20,000 members left the order in one year, after paying their 


initiation-money and contributions for a length of time. We are of opinion that 
the particular attention of the members of the Order should be drawn to this im- 
portant fact, with a view of arriving at the true cause why so many leave the 
Order.” At this rate the total amount of initiation-money received by the Order 
ought in January 1845 to have realised a capital of 750,000/, at least, without 
any augmentations from other contributions ; but it is understood that the whole 
capital at that time did not exceed 700,000/: so that the Unity now finds itself 


in this position,—that they have been proceeding on a plan, by which the contri- 


butions are not sufficient to meet the current expenditure, and that they have 
been ially falling back on the initiation-money of the members. Further ar- 
gument is not needed to show the insecurity of any institution when based on 
such a system. And it ought to be kept in view that this state of things pre- 


and are represented at 
of sickness is not equal 


vails when the bulk of the members must be very young, 
an average age of 32—a period of life at which the rate 
to one week per annum to each person. Where, then, is the boasted provision 
loudly proclaimed by some to meet the vicissitudes and infirmities of after- 
life, when the rate of sickness per annum will b ) to 20 weeks to each 
member? It is astonishing that people can be so blind to their own interest, 
and not see the awful calamity which awaits them ided improvements 
are effected in the condition of the Order. 


from 1 


unless dec 


GILBERT’s Mont Arras of the Wor Ln, for the Pe with an In- 


troduction to ‘he P hysical Geography of the Globe, and an Alphabetical 
Index of the Latitudes and Longitudes of 24,000 Places. Nos. 8, 9, 
10. London: Gilbert. 


Onx of the many useful and cheap productions which publishers now 
find it for their interest to prepare. From the present vast number 
of persons who use and study the English language, it ought to be 
a consideration with booksellers how cheap they can possibly send 
their productions forth, because if the work be at all worth reading 
and having, they may count in general on avery large sale. It is now 
nothing extraordinary for 20,000 or 30,000 copies of the novel of a 
popular author to be sold off at once. As education extends, and 
the people multiply, the demand for works of nearly all kinds must 


increase in a geometrical ratio, and few books ought now to be pub- 
lished of which the publisher could not calculate on selling large 


numbers, and therefore he should make the price low. Such is the 


case with this Atlas. It is both very serviceable and cheap, and 
will, no doubt, obtain an extensive circulation. We are giad to see 


this class of works thriving, as it indicates in the people a taste for 
exact and useful knowledge. 


A new Erysotocican and Pronouncina Dicrronary of the English 
Language, embracing all the terms used in Art, Science, and Litera- 
ture. Nos. 12, 13, 14, aud 15. London: Gilbert. 

Tus is a most useful work. Every man in conversation, almost 


in his closet, is continually at a loss to explain or com- 
meaning of many terms introduced, particularly in 
into art, science, and literature. ‘The design of help- 


every writer 
prehend the 
modern times, 


ing us all in such need is an extremely good one, and it is well 
followed out. We will not positively assert that no recognised 
words are omitted, but we have searched for several, and have in- 


variably found them. ‘The etymological part of the work is the 
weakest, and on that point we should like to see on almost every 
word some more information. Even without this addition, the work 
is one which should be placed in every library and in every reading- 
room of the empire. 
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Correspondence. 
FP ENTAT L, 


Economist. 
y in the south of Ireland, 








AW OF IN IRELAND. 


"the 


EFFECTS OF THE L 


To the Editor of 


Sir,—Having lately returned from a journey 
I think, perhaps, at the present time, when public attention is so 


engrossed by the subject, you will allow me to make a few re- 
marks on one great cause of the existing distress in the agricultu- 
ral districts of that fruitful but unhappy land—I mean the Law 
of Entail. 

For many years I have known large tracts of marsh or bog-land, 
within three miles of several towns, such as Waterford and Youg- 
hall, which might be easily drained at an expense of 2/ to 3/ per 
acre;and thereby raised from the present value of 5s to 10s, to the 
value of 40s, or even 60s per acre, per annum. 

{n more than in one case, when I have asked the cause of such land 
being allowed to remain in its present unprofitable condition, while 


the remedy was so obvious, I have been told that the property was en- 


tailed, and consequently the landlords cannot grant permanent tenures, 
having only a life interest. They therefore look for the highest 
rent obtainable in its present state, being fearful that the e xpense of 


draining, &c. would diminish their incomes, without having any se- 
curity that time would be allowed them to reap the benetit of such 
outlay in future von 

In one instance I ap) 
term of years, some la 
it was entailed, and wou 
16 y ius old. Theret 
years, under the present law. 

Would it not possible for the Government to frame a bill 
which would allow all entails to be cut off, by a moderate fine being 
paid to the Crown ? or by securing a certain portion to the heir pre- 
sumptive to such estate ? 

The Law of Entail has proved a stumbling-block even to the aristo- 
cracy, for whose benefit it was passed, and quite unfitted for the 
present state of iety, when the national good requires that all 
who hold land should have an interest in improving it, and obtain- 
ing from the soil the largest possible amount of food. 

I have been much interestéd in your able articles on Ireland, of the 
12th and 19th inst., and shall be glad to hear your opinion on the 
above-named subject, which, I trust, will soon be brought promi- 
nently before the public.—With due respect, [ subscribe myself, 

A Reaver or Tue Economist 


lied to a landlord to sell or let me, for a fixed 
nd which requires draining, and was informed 
Idafter his decease come toa minor, now about 
re, nothing could be done in the matter for five 
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THE TEA DUTY. 
fo the Editor of the Economist 
Sir,—It is universally admitted that the duty on tea ought to be 
reduced ; but we are told that this is not the proper time to ask for 
it, since the present state of the finances of the country will not 
allow the Chancellor of the Exchequer to risk any loss of revenue. 


Is it, then, so certain that such a calamity will be effectually averted 
by retaining this duty at its present rate? ‘he last official tables 
of the Board of ‘Trade will furnish an answer to tiis question. We 


there see that the export of our manufactures, during the first nine 
months of this year, has been 2,034,164/ less than in the correspond- 
ing period of 1845; and a very large part of this deficiency will 
be found to have aris: 


n from the f alling- off in our shipme nts to China. 





The amount of woollen goods sent to that country— 
From the 3rd Jan y, tothe 19th September, 1845, was . 
And during the same period in 1846, Only .......c.ccecesceecesoeeens 
OCU B COUEOROS OE cunsciccnincaseacentennisessscantanncescitinn 
So also there wer tin 18 of plain calicoes ......... 8 76,509 yards 
And in 1846, ON] Y.ccces.ccccccescccescccces. coves esaecsese eecceseccece 21,746,663 = 
SPOGTORES cco ccececcevics conc ccccvepanscesancnnce 3,329,816 yards 


Here, then, we have a samp ple of the 1 bitter  frelte of this unjust and 


unwise impost, which, by restricting our consumption of tea, has 
given so fatal a check to the sale of our manufactures in China. 
The decline of our exports, here exhibited, is still going on; and if 


timely steps be not taken to prevent it, the falling-off in 1847 will be 
to the extent of three or four millions, as compared with 1845. If 
the produce of our industry, and the consequent earnings of our 
artisans, be thus circumscribed, there must ensue a greatly-diminished 
consumption of those little luxuries and comforts of the poor, from 
which it is the disg 

tion of our revenue. 
this. Here he m 

without hope of 


ce of our fiscal system to derive so large a por- 
Let the Chancellor of the Exchequer look to 
encounter a positive, certain loss of income, 


retrieval; while, on the other hand, the reduction 
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asing 





to guard the principles of commercial rectitude against these deb 


allure ‘ments. 

But in these times the high and the low, the minister and the me- 
chanic, feel only in their pockets. The moral considerations at which 
I have now glanced, —_— be received by any Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer obseratis auribus ; but he may be induced to listen attentively, 
when told, that by checking the adulteration of te: » ten or twelve 
millions of pounds may be ‘added to the yearly consumption of an ar- 
ticle from which so much revenue is derived. 

But, even admitting that the increase in the consumption of tea, un- 
der a lower duty, should not be sufficient to compensate for the pre- 
vious sacrifice, are there no means of securing this unquestionable be- 
nefit for the country, without impairing the national resources, and 
shaking the national credit ? Add another penny in the pound to the 
property tax, and the ap prehended danger is met and expelled. For 
such a proposition we have the highest authority. In his memorable 
letter to the inhabitants of Elbing, Sir Robert Peel states, that he re 
garded his property tax as the commencement of a great reform, by 
which the burden of taxation to be removed from the weak 
shoulders of the poor, to the strong ones of the rich. ‘This is a noble 
conception; and the minister who shall carry it out, willacquire for him- 
self the most unfading laurels that ever yet encircled any statesman’s 
He will earn the gratitude of his own age, and be honoured 
in all time to come. 

Should this question, however, be doomed to toil on through long 
years of obstruction, we shall lose the advantages which might now be 
realised bya prom} ptly favours ible decision. Whena pring iple is once 
admitted to be just, sound, and wise, it loses half its value if not im- 
mediately reduced to practice. Of all the important measures which 
have 1 the sanction of parliament during the last forty years, 
those » have been entirely successful, which, like Mr 
alterations in our tariff, were passed as announced ; while 
those have been comparative failures, which had to maintain pro- 
tracted struggles against the artificers of party, or the fatuity of pri- 
vileged selfishness. While the abolition of the slave trade was de- 
bate ad year after year, and session after session, those who were in- 
terested in its continuance, had time to organise a system of contra- 
band resistance, which still defies all the efforts of international trea- 
ties and combined squadrons. Catholic emancipation was withheld 
till Ireland was on the verge of rebellion, and the minds of the people 
so excited by long agitation, that they could not settle down to the 
tranquil enjoyment of too tardily conceded rights, but imagined that 
they could extort compliance with every preposterous demi — from 
those whose fears had yielded what reason had so long implored in 
vain. So, also, reform in parliament was not curried, till be aa 
electoral system was so tainted by corruption, that the new consti- 
tuency was as venalas that which it superseded. The repeal of the 
corn laws was stingily denied, till hostile tariffs, and rival manufac- 
turers, meeting us on every shore, repelled our commerce ; and our in- 
vitation to free trade is suspiciously regarded a stratagem of wily 
self-interest, not hailed as disinterested recognition of Shoral prin- 


1, Some 
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soon as 
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ciples. ‘These warning beacons ought to guard our legislators against 
future shipwrecks on the shoals of delay. If the same course 
should be pursued with the reduction of the tea duty, the, re- 
sult will be the same. Our trade with China, alr-ady lan- 
guishing will fall to a still lower ebb, and when at last the minis- 
ter of the day, fain to repair the mischief, shall modify or totally 
abolish the tax, years of arduous labour will pass in working our 
way back again to our present positiop, which, under better aus- 
pices, might be at once the starting point to higher prosperity. 


I have refrained from touching upon the general arguments in 
favour of this measure, as the question of time appears to be the 
only subject of debate. In reference to this, I have endeavoured to 
call attention to the following points, viz. : 

Ist. ‘he falling off in the revenue which must ensue from a reten- 
tion of the tea-duty as it is. 

2nd. ‘The additional revenue to be derived from checking 
teration. 

3rd. The resource, in 
crease of the property tax. 

ith. The danger of delay. 

‘These appear to me to be conclusive reasons for an immediate 
reduction of the duty. Leaving these for the consideration of those 
with whom the decision rests, I am, sir, A Curna Mercuant. 


adul- 


case of need, be found in a small in- 


*The writer can speak to several instances of this, from his own personal know- 
ledge ; as also to the pleasure with which the same parties have reverted to the use of 
tea, obtaincd in an unadulterated state. 





Che Bankers’ Gasette. 














of the duty on tea should at first cause any defalcation, there will be BANK OF ENGLAND. 
at least a prospect of soon repi airing the injury sustained, ‘ white, hry o = no ; . , _— 
: In «¢ stimating the I robable effects of this measure upon the national va _ em, hn 98 = ge teddies en ceeuene a ee 
income, no one appears to have taken into account the check which ISSUE DEPARTMENT. 
alow rate of duty will give to apunTERATION. ‘There is no article ‘ L. 
| of general consumption, in which this pernicious fraud is carried to | Notesissued srssssssesesseeeeee 28,442,030 ; Government debt ercseerereeserere 11,015,100 
| such an extent, as in tea. ‘The wide prevalence of it is attested by | Ge renee vane 
the universal outery, hear d through vat the country, against the bad eae san ~ RE “2"369,490 
| quality of the teas lately offered for sale. One of the speakers at the -—- ae 
recent meeting in Liverpool, described the decoction from these 28,442,030 28,442,080 
naust ous compound is “worse than a bla k-draught.” This practice BANKING DEPARTMENT. 
affects the revenue, not only inasmuch as it vends an untaxed for a Proprietors‘capital, 1.14,553,0 o | Covwnment Securities, includ- " 
| taxed article, but also by causing thousands to discontinue the use | Rest c.ccsccccsecsees. ce. 447,406 ing Dead Weight Annuity 2,827,179 
'} of a beverage, rendered disgusting to them hy such noxious ingre- | P ee Deposits (including Ex- = Or PesuEreS Sane 
| dients.* A large reduction of the dut y would destroy se of chequer, Savings’ Banks, Com- khaenin Rea ae 
| eandianhe a ae es ‘ahead tale bs siataien Hm aoae that chance = missione re of National Debt, \ Gold and Silve rc GEM eve codecs 624,661 
{ £ DY : Sal ‘ | and Dividend, Accounts) ...... 10,341,314 | 
4, proceedings. Like the kindred ant the poacher and the smug- | Other Deposits... 7,696,172 | 
| gler, they are only the commencements of crime—the first steps in Seven Day and other Bills ..... ey 
| the afterwards ex sy descent to dishonesty. ‘The day will come, when | 36, 920,420 "36,920,420 
it will be tlre first care of high-minded statesmen avd wise legislators Dated the 3lst December, 1846. M. MARSHALL, Chief Cashier. 
i a i ee 
Seedieteieaemmmnae eieeineieiaieons see ss nee a, 
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THE OLD FORM. 


The above bank accounts would, if made out in the old form, pre- 
sent the following result :— 












[ue above accounts, compared with those of last week, exhibit— 





available for business generally. We do not anticipate any imme- 


The public funds have been steady during the week, and the 
fluctuations confined to very narrow limits; to-day the price of con- 











expectation of this arrangement was, no doubt, the cause why 
an eminent house drew more freely on Paris yesterday 


Liabilities. L. Assets Le ForEIGN Excnances —Tuesday, Dec, 29.—The arrival of many continental 
Circulation inc. Bank post bills 20,510,883 | SeCurities .....sesesereeeeneeneees 26,929,084 } mails at once, and the lower quotations received from most foreign places, 
Public Deposits . - 10,341, 14 | Bullion ss-erserserecsrserseresranners 15,066,691 led to the expectation that better prices wous ibe pal 1. This, however, has 
Other or private Deposits se » 46696,178 ______— | not been realised, aud though in the qu seine Sica is little to alter, there 

“98.5 98,569 | $3.995,775 | were bil!s overremaining in neaily even? place, and, in some enateureee, 
The balance of assets above liabilities being 3,447,4061, as stated in the above accounts prime paper might have been — below the best exchange « rt 1e day. 
under the head REST. Friday, Jan, 1.—loreign bills, in 1e:al, were rather 8¢ sia pire Ades ont 


theless, Paris and Hamburgh ¢ is seld worse than Jast post; all other places 


the same as on T uesday. 
























































diate change in the value of money, but our views as to the ultimate | , COMPARATIVE ExcHances.—The premium on gold at aris is 15 per mille, which, at 
effects of the large railway expenditure, which, for the schemes of roe Sot dias etnies big Bo eae Ramin ak thet ear ee BA : aan te 
1846, is only now be ginning, are unchanged. ‘The critical state | gold is 0.24 per cent dearer in Paris than in London. By advices from Hame- 
of the foreign exchanges, moreover, leaves us without much margin | burs the price of gold is +32 per mark, which, at the Eng! 17s 104d 
between our present condition and a considerable drain of bullion. aimee for standard gold, gives an exchange of 13 8}; and kchange at Hamburg 

yn London at short being 13.64, it follows that gold is 1.05 per cent dearer in Hamburg 


than in London. 























s r ‘rigate ane ich has arrived off the co: st fr Rio de Janeiro, 
An increase of Circulation of......000++++ £ 559 CH. M. ] foe 7 oo » whic Ll ; de ” 5 oe gentons = ) . still lar = 
An increase of Public Deposits « 493,571 brings on freight one million dollars; some repoits mention a sul larger 
Awincrease of other Deposits off 80,469 amouct.) 
An increase of Si curities of..... 770,353 ——— Ee 
A decrease of Bulliom Of.eccesceeseccceceesereeeece ces 95,932 ’ : 
— oN 
Ani mse Of Rest OF,...cccccocescescsecsconscescccece s 2 | j . PREC I OF BULLION. P c ae i 
A decrease Of ReServe Of...... cccecceersessreeeresevees ecccscccocesocsn =f 2 Snoy sae 
—_—_—_——— i For 00 OU | 
] increase rapidl The balance | . se 
The public deposits continue to increase rapidly. 1e balance Sj 0 Cb 
of payments over disbursements in the ee to which the above | —e 
3 eee } 
accounts refer, is 493,571/, against 290,365/ in the corr sponding | MONE Y MARKET. 
. . . : \ DAY, Dec. 28.—The Eng Ss WCre very firr this n ng, i d, per- 
period of 1845; and the whole amount of these deposits is by | 1 by the generally favourab' e intelligence I 1 st quota- | 
the above accounts 10,341,31 against 9,698,409/ on the same SNES ess oe opens Ie ul near 
. ; | t close f business, whe re Was a inifest di ( 8 ind the 
day last vear. So that, when we bear in mind the unusual dis- | price receded to 94 to Bank stock left off 206; reduced e per cents, 94f 
* - ges , . - } ree-and-a-quarter per ce s, U4 » ¢ India t ls, 2 pl Ss 1 Sea old 
bursements of Government during the last quarter in Jreland, we | annuit $4: and Excl hills. Su to fis premium. Th san it ed 1 
must expect a very favourable account of the revenue on the 5th | ess hansacte nea pea teary Me Pian toieok ah Seance |f 
A . | eneral s ( Stock tes i suenos 
instant. The above account also shows, contrary to what we Ayres, at 4 Bet t Granada 1u4 def d, at 3g 
_ . nd Mey 1 t t ] ( u he ac- |} 
would have expected from the state of the market, a very large 7 Beet ee ae | 
: ; ; c . - cou t 38 cents, at : f< we at 38 
increase of securities. It will be observed that there is a decrease | Ve iela d, atllé¢; Dutch tj cents, 51$; and 
in the bullion of 95,932/, but still the amount is 15,066,691/, | th r per cents, at Yo. | 
against 13,325.886/ on the same day last year; but in making Tuespay, Dec. 29. fands opened a avily - rning at the closing | 
ee a . = ; ae ae siding . price t yesterday, and ed a further decline he st quotation of con- 
this comparison, we must also bear in mind, that the state of the | gois was 94 ex div. for th which they receded t Aalst aeaction, |i 
exchanges is now very much more disadvantageous to England | however. took y b f business, and they left of Bank stock closed 
- | ot 20 oy Es hree per cent., 944 ¢ ree d-a-quarter per cents., 958 t 
than at the period referred to. The exchange for three months’ | ; 205 t - i Feduced thy per ce ita ‘t 0 3 - and-s-qas Pe nt $ i to 
a > . iong annuities, Yg to fo-i6 5 ( ond:, 168 em.; an xehe r »,d5stolls 
bills on Paris, which is quoted to day at 25 70, was on the same | premium. The foreign securities were a little influenced by the heavy tone of business 
day last year 26 0. On Hamburgh, for three months’ bills, the | ™ = sciich market rhe latest bargains included Brazilian, at 874; Grar . at 194; 
sala . = s-slaine i 2 OQO1. - a * a ‘ . the ae rreé t3g¢; Mexican, at 244 for money, and at 24¢1f he t; Peruvian, 
exchange is quoted to-day at 13 9}: last year it was 13 14, and | 4: 40; Portuguese four per cents., at 2&4; Russian, at 114 ; Spanish five per cents., at 2¢ 5: 
others 1D proportion. | the three per cents ; at 38; Dutch two-and per I at G03 ; and the four per | 
7 . 3} I | cents., certificates, at 932 There was a fair unt of business transact to-day in 
Money continues decidedly easy oth town and c¢ untry | the foreign exchanges, but there was no 4 worth noting from the rates of last 
bankers complain of the smal! amou nt of bills, which arises partly | post. 
VEDNESD Yee. 30.—The English funds been languid to-d it there 
from the small amount of business, and partly fromthe more g- Wepnesvar, Dec. 30.—The English fu 1 Janguid to-day, but there has 
been no material alteration The arrival of urion, Wi Mr Poll message, | 
neral practice to discount purchases, in place of giving acceptances. | produced no effect. Consuls were first quoted 93 for pen ng; and, atter 
Bankers generally anticipating a considerable tightness of money | Maving a ad te ae ey closed at €3j. Hal ~ to 206; tree per cents. 
reduced, 94 to £5; three-ard-a- rter per cents., 954; 1 gc annuities, 9 15-16 ; India 
at this time, he ive ke pt unusual TeSCTVES, but appe ar now dis pose d | bor ds, 268 premium ; South S¢ 0 d annuities, 933; and Fxcheqi bills, 8s to Ils : | 
to part with money on easier terms, while private akties, ex- | mium. The foreign securitics this afternoon ff fairy ste ough the amount | 
; ; : : ei ; Salt Miacaiceinell ated enol nitions alee ania of the da i ae eee 
pecting low prices in shares, waited till this time to make invest- | 0) 2o°y7S 088 not exten + oa a ee ae mee aoe 
a : t&/3 exican, for money, at 24% ce , ut if; Vial g 3; Portu- 
ments, and now the large purchases have given a briskness to the | guese four per cents , ut 37} for money, and at 38} for the account; Spanis! sives. at 
market which it has not shown for some time. We are, however, | 523 the three per cents., at 37; Venezue a ; Belgian fou a-hair per cents., | | 
. : 7 er at 95$;and Dutch four per cent., certificates, | 
disposed to think that the large purchases of railway shares dui- aes ; re ‘gd : 

1 . ai 5 on ’ oe | Tuvurspay, Dec. 31.—The English funds have been heavy to cay at the closing prices 
ing the last few days have been partly caused by a speculative | of yesterday. The only quotation of consols has been 9’ to . for the opening ; 
expectation that prices will rise when the dividends are paid. It | te Exo por conte tof ot 934 u oe nd-e-quarter per cents, 954 to 5 ana 1 | 
" sealed 2 E A . ia i : | ndia bonds, ]6s to 20s premium \ \ #8 Deen In demar per nf, anc ux- f} 
is, however, evident that this will depend upon the extent to | chequer-bills were very heavy at 7sto 98 premium. In fore rities this afternoon | | 
which purchases are now being made, with a view to re-sale atthat | there was not much done, but prices have been pretty well maintained. The latest 1 
time. These effects are now usually anticipated. The “ealls” operations were— Granada, at 20; Mexicar ney, at 243; for the acc at 243; i 

‘ . ° j ‘ Portuguese iour per cents, for money and the account, at Sx; $ h pas s, at 52 ; 1} 
for the month of January are extremeiv heavy, amounting lo end Dutch two-and-a-half per ccnts, at 61. The account in this market is of a very [| 
nearly six millions sterling for British and such continental raj! | light description. f | 
ways as are dealt in, in this country. We have furnished asaccu- | | F®!4¥, Jan. 1.—The English stocks have been rather dull again to-day, and there | 
i on ie : Bae I ah! Se a | appears still to be an impression that money is getting tighter The bes t will be, | 
race a list aswe have been abie to prepare in another part of | however, upon the payment of the dividends on the 8th instant. Even now there are | 
this paper. In the first instance, these “calls” will only be transfers | parties asking 4 to 5 per cent for loans extending over some time, although this is | 
of money from one set of bankers to another; but, as the sums be- 039 te z aereee ex pepe ~ accommodat “- = a paca vay —- oe see 
s oi 4 . oes Bis one J i = Y. é r account, gnd the new three-and-a quarter per cents Ys fank stoc as | 
come absorbed in the purchase of commodities, without producing | } cen quoted 205. Exchegucr-bills are worth 6s to 9s premium. The forcien invest- 
any thing to set against the imports, which will be thus promoted, the | ments have been generally very dull again today, The Peninsular bonds are merely | 
capital itself must be so much abstracted from the fund at present — nal. “oy ican have been upto 245 g. Dutch two-and-balf per cents, ex-diviaend | 

vave realised 504 
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sols has remained stationary at 933 to Z, at which they close; three | TIE RANRERP@ ppTrroer ENT 
per cents, reduced, close at 932 to 94; three- and-a-quarter per cents THE BANKERS’ PRICE CURRENT. | 
at 954 to g, and Bank stock at 205 to 206. Exch quer bills are lower, ‘i — aaa cs 
being "quoted at 6s to 9s premium. In the foreign market no change | SS | 
worthy of note has occurred; the fluctuations having been very = , 
trivial. Spanish active bonds leave off at 262 to §; three per cents ae ta I evenin Shares Paid = as | 
at 36} to 4 ex dividend ; deferred 17 to 4 5 and passive 42 to £; Por- pers ee A mae a aaa a sian 1 
tuguese four per cents are quoted at 36 to 7; and three per cents at | : L. L. 8. D {| 
37 to 9, both ex dividend ; Mexican stock leaves off at 344 to 35. Ba e- oes Si ie > Se ae m t 
In the railway mete t there has been great buoyancy, and all | "5000 | G2 per et ae d 25 0 0 ee | 
descriptions of shares, both the heavy and light stock, have de- | .- 5! perct | Commercial of London ... oe} 100 20 0 | abs {| 
cidedly improved. ‘The market leaves off with a very firm and con- nape ane oe a a ag ee coe pi =o. a? 
fident tone, which most people think betokens a further advance, “4000 | 6 came ie a vse. 25 25 0 0 4g | 
notwithstanding the most adverse circumstances now operating 40,000 6l perct Londonand Westminster oe §=—-100 20 0 0 253 | 
against speculation. 60,000  6/ perct | London Joint Stock = +. = we) 50 oS: 2 : | 
20,000 8 per ct Provincial of Ireland... --, 160 25 O f oe 
a a c ook 4,000 &/ per ct Ditto New ose 10 10 0 O . } 
SATURDAY MORNING } 20.000 5i per ct Na nal of lreland — ose 0 22 10 { 966 } 
We learn from the Morning Chronicle, that late last night the | 10,(00 | 5/ pert cll of England | 108 Ss 2) oe 
eminent hanker of Paris, M. Hottinguer, a!so a director of the | ee — eg et es 10 0 at 
Bavk of France, concluded a loan from the Bank of England, for 20,000 | GZ per ct ia ——— “5 5 0 0 cd 
such a quantity of silver bullion as is expected to be sufficient to anh an ove ; Bite : Ditto — = : Y 2h 
relieve that establishment from its present difficulties. The aes | i. | Union ot Metta on” ce 49 | 40-0 a 
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Tue foreign arrivals during the week have been numerous and 


Bank Stock, 7 per cent iniportant. We have had three mails from America, the Caledonia 
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; sche acne se a. Te. pee) eae ee bringing the latest dates, say to the 15th ult. from New York, 
| SperCent Anns.,!726 «| sn as i ps om ss and the 16th from Boston. We have also had an Indian mail, 
wo re nyt aoe oo one 966 GHG SE F855 S58 2 9534 and H. M.ship Daphne from Brazil. These arrivals have given 
1} Long Anns. Jan. 5, 1866 ..9% 9% Theieo hie. 6g velag. | Vise to an unusual amount of business and activity in some of our 
|| Anns. for 30 years, Oct.10,1859 si ads <a 2 thie a markets, owing to the particular way in which they are at pre- 
1 +. ae oo a oa _ we sk ve sent placed, for this season of the year. 
1] India Stock, 1¢ AperCent) un) ov se = i a ies In the corn market there has been a continued rise since last 
| Do. Bond fis Fe - ee: Le te he Le vee | week, at Mark lane and throughout the country. At Mark lane 
eae ee ee on Monday wheat was 2s to 3s higher, and on Wednesday the 
| Ditto Old Ar ng. 3 per Ce ti se 93§ a a oa | price again rose about 2s—making on last Friday’s prices an ad- 
3 2 ‘ Bay ™ + 1 ape - “ = 7 | vance of about 5s. At Liverpool, aud in the local markets, a simi- 
Bank Stock for acct., Jan. 14 aig si ue «206 lar advance, and in some cases more, has taken place. The de- 
| 3 p Cent Cons. for opg., Jan. 15 94 SiG 4 $4 3§ (935 293% 931 | mand for Ireland still continues large in all the ports, and some | 
| _ ~ ae te ooo e, - ‘es as | cargoes of foreign wheat off the coast, destined for this port, | 
4 per Cent ... ee mee oe wae ove oe one ese | have been sold for that market, at very extreme prices. <A cargo 
|| Exel gg a ' 4 ee oe i ee asp © =P ne | of Polish Odessa, under those circumstances, was sold at 68s, | 
Ditto att or cles PD OScu8 BD (18s Dis p 8s ils > Lis ey Sotae | afloat. At Liverpool, yesterday, (the market being held instead 
Ditto ertised eve | of to-day, this being kept as a holiday,) the market was better | 
| supplied with foreign wheat and flour, several vessels having come } 
OURSE OF EXCHANGE, in from the United States and Canada; no change oi the prices | 
7 :  —— | of Tue sday took place, but a considerable business was done. At , 
—— Prices - | Mark lane tc-day prices were firm at the rates of Wednesday, but | 
Time | printed Prices negociated{ printed |Prices negociated | the business done has not been extensive. The advance upon | 
a = oe et ‘Change wheat during the last three weeks is not less than 10s a quarter. | 
sn | scan aaaanee one —__.____ | The accounts from America all tend to confirm the views that we 
[| Amsterdam w «| Sms 12 4) 12 23, 2 8 12 4 12 23 !29 33} have hitherto taken of the extent of supplies which we are likely 
R = i me re ie. a = 23 +2 2 . a = . 12 03 | to derive from that quarter. We have only heard of one cargo | 
[J Antwerp a. a Sms | 25.85 | 25 75 | 2t 80 | 2585 2575! 25 sg | of Indian corn, which has been for sale in tnis market during the 
er oo ok a os . = ee - o 43 a | week, for which 68s was offered, and, we believe, accepted. 
itte ses ..| Sims 95.85 | 2570! 257 9585) 2570 | 25 75 The continued rise in the prices of grain has caused a great dc- 
Marsellies a “ ove 25 90 | 25 772, 25 82g) 25.90 | 25 775) 25 424 | mand for rice, of which the sales have been large during the week, 
ee el. a | aes eee eee bee ee | and the price has considerably advanced in consequence. In cof- 
Frankft. on the Mair ae 121 } 1203 121 191 204 1208 ia pri l eradly a inced In consequence, » ¢ 
Vienna ett Flo! 3ms 10 5} 10 3] 10 4 1D 34) 10° 43 | fee more business has been done, a speculative demand for Ceylon 
ee 7. ssa” 339 1 oo ee a 10 43 | having arisen, and an advance of about 2s per ewt has been paid. 
Ee 36; | 36g bg os | Se The sugar market has been closed, and there is nothing worthy 
a — on eae t eee) ae oe) 2a of remark respecting it, except that the accounts from Am¢- 
Naples es Nee? 40% 403 10§ 404 104 rica mention that the crop in Louisiana will be less than was ex- 
Palermo a ii we = [1204 poz) 1214 | 1218 21g | 1213 pected, owing to the plant being attacked by an early frost. From 
a ee " ., a ia — | 121g France, on the other hand, we hear ofa large : extension of the | 
| Oporto ew eae ee 539 54 ae 54g | Say cultivation of beet root, with a view to refine sugar for this market, 
Rio Ja ee a his under the bill of last session, which admits refined sugar at a duty 
| FRENCH FUNDS exactly corresponding with that charged on raw sugar, if it be the | 
“ growth and produce” of the country from which it is imported ; 
| sisnic |Site Winte Veaciienl wes Vases and not, as stated in ail the French papers, in consequence of our 
| Dec. 29 | Dec. 30 Dec. 30 Dec.31 Dec. 31) Jan. 1 law admitting fre -laboursugar. The Government of l'rance have 
— = | | |__| relinquished the duty charged on the export of refined sugar 
5 per Cent Rentes, div. 22) ss ee eee ae pe Be re ee to facilitate this trade. : , 
March and 22 Sept. .. j ” ny ae ee wi eof tee re American accounts of the cotton crop confirm those which 
Exchange... woes ove ove ese nas wee oe we have before named. The crop is still estimated at from 
4 per Cent Rentes Sey | aoe aa = pi = o- | 1,800,000 to 2,000,000 bales. The latter is the highest estimate 
|| 3 per Cent Rentes, div. 22) | oo x. . ia 8 . we have seen. The imports and stocks for the whole kingdom, 
ot — December J ‘ 7 x = up to the 31st of December, have beennow made up; they are | 
Bank Share 8, div, l January) 1 34( - 00 7 av r as follows :— | 
andl July... eee j = aie - ove eee ImMPporRTs, 
| Exchange on London 1 month{ 25 324 eo 25 323 ae ee 1845. 18 
Ditto 3months} 25 224 eve 25 224 ove an ag bags. ba 
= ’ Liver} 1,650,909 — cecceeeseses 
PRICES OF FOREIGN STOCKS. London 8,264 . 
‘ ala G1aSLOW  secccerceccceceseecssoreses 111,627 —cccveseeeers 
| Sat Mon| Tues| Wed Thur! Fri Total secccsccecseeee 1,830,802 1,222,602 
Austrian Bonds, 5 per cent. 10 gu. p. £ st. Pot cle Mei cae ee showing a falling off in the supplies of no less than 608,200 bales. | 
Brazilian Bond ) per cent sia Sangee “aaa, a, = is Mee But, as we have often before observed, the imports of the last 
Ditto New, § per cent, 1829 and 1839 ee ‘n ia aa “ ate three months are less, in a much greater proportion, than the 
Buenos Ayres eatin, ewe enti oe ee ey, Sea state of the crop would warrant, shipments having been kept } 
Cuba Bonds, 6 per cent mi) ee ae awe i a a ve back in consequence of high freights and low exchanges. 
Ditto poop fad pdt melt Na ee eee ee The comparison of stocks for the whole kingdom, on the 31st 
Columbian Fonds, 6 per cent ex Venezuela ne a ee ; ; = sae of Dece mber, 1 is as follows :— 
Danish Bonds, 3 pe r cent, 1825 fad eos] ox OR oe os aa i Stock of Cotton in London, Liverpool, and Glasgow, Dec. 31:— 
Dutch % per cent. Exchange 12 guilders.| 2° |. | yi } -) 2 ies. 1846. 
Equi ad r Bonds... eee eee eco, coo joe & ove ane sith ahs bags. bag. 
Grenada Bonds 1 per Cent ... “ ore ae EDY 194 eve 20 Dietitian aiiaes a cemenammmeeaain Ce 
Ditto Deferred ose ou ee eee cel 3 3 ees os | os BUPRBINS, cco cecccccoccccenseueqscscnsccgeccss Sageee “3,720 
Greek Bonds 1824-25, 5 per cent. ase ne oe ose oe oe a SOUR: sicatcdessoscicesitsaccaveninant 'ORTOO 56,590 } 
Mexican 5 percent, 1840 ae axe oe 2465 245 24$ 0 24h KF DAG East India 238,384 . 154,970 
Ditto Small... “- one ere) eee se oe te oe eee West India  ....0. ‘ 6,307 ..ccccccccscccosease sce 1,410 
Peruvian Bonds, 6 per rcent ... ose occ! eee |= O98 40 29% Se a conmvendiglinns 
ee Ss, 5 per cent wre ee! one aes on eee wee ote TOtal....cecseee siignecte saceeeccannegal UT ies decscegatecacse  GORj140 | 
Ditte 4 oe - - a - = “l. “i's aati « at oo Showing a reduction of stock of 516,128 bales. 
Ditto Annuities, 1855 ats eis aes tam a 2. il OM, ES? Here, again, it is necessary to observe that this reduction is | 
Spanien ee ee pe %: «log, 8 a Bi ore | cee FELIZ greater than the real state of the crop in America would war- | 
Ditto ditto ae Meas. tree Book. i ~cn<k ue Ee rant, from the same reason that our imports have been smaller— | 
. ~ yon ditto 045 ees es il ea ae. se the unusual lateness of the shipments. But it is also necessary 
Ditto Pansies Bonds ee en ae vas > ‘ak on | to bear in mind, that while = whole supplies of 1846 have only 
Ditto Deferred ; cic. oe me s Se ions we averaged 23,511 bales per week, the consumption and export have 
yeitte § per cent Spanish Bonds .. ss 384 8 36) 688 Th se | ow been about 34,000 bales weckiy, the difference being taken from || 
Ditt Deferred ahs skiing TOD at el ee the stock on hand, which has accordingly be en gradually dimi- 
Belgian Scrip ‘sa ae oe nishing throughout the year, at an average of nearly 10,000 bales 
Ditto Bonds, 44 percent. 2-958 oe * ae iD ae per week, so ‘that with only the same supply during the next | 
Dutch 24 per cent, Exchange 12 guilders... 60} 1 61 § 60%. » 602 1 59h year, even though theconsumption should be considerably reduced, | 
Die a : a oa oe o-- 925 35933 3 934 92% 3) ... (9383 yet there will be a further gradual reduction of stock, w hieh, how. 
Neapolitan Bonds, 3 | acon oa “ wi = or ever, may not be obse venile for some time to come, if the arrivals | 
Ex perDuc,4f40c, Ex per £ st 25fG5¢) os ‘ aes i of which we are short in the last three months’ imports should come 
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GRAIN IMPORTED AND CLEARED FOR CONSUMPTION. 
Return dated Custom-house, Dec. 29, 1846. 





Wheat and Flour Amount of Duty. _ 























} Barley. 
ls) Cleared | tmported.| Cleared |! wheat setae 
| Imy orted. for cons mporced. for cons. ? ” 
Qrs Qrs. Qrs Qra. £ £ 
FOreign coc ceseeseee 15,974 9,096 | 22,479 29,826 1,812 2,382 
Colonial ..... 3,278 09 | eve one 185 ove 
19,252 12,721 | 22,479 23,826 1,997 2,382 
Oats Beans. Indian corn, 
Qrs Qrs 
Nore —Imported eee 8,936 ee 28.776 
Duty paid 12,707 sceccce 11,743 coccee 4,805  coccee 28,804 
Totalim>orts of the week 95,3'5 qrs 
Fotal quantity duty paid 96,558 qrs. 
Total duty of the week ending Dec £8,443 





FOREIGN GRAIN MARKETS. 

Last weck we were without any letters from the north of Europe, the frost 

having prevented the regular course of the mails; the three which were due 
have, however, arrived this week 

The shipments from tie north of Europe have fallen off materially. 

number of grain-laden vessels which passed the Sound and Belt 


The 


tor Great 


Britain, from the Ist to the 22nd of December, both inclusive, being only 17 
wheat, 13 barley, 10 oats, 12 peas, and 3 tares, 

Danzig letters are to the 22nd December. The prices of wheat had ad- 
vanced 38 per qr, and about 7,000 qrs had changed hands, principally of the 
wheat which has been caught by the frostin the Vistula; some portion con 


sisted of wheat in 


granary, among which was a parcel of 1842 crop, weighing 
62lbs per bushel, w 1 realised 568 6d per qr, f. o. b.,and one of the last 
crop, ¢ Olbs per bushel, at 54s 6d, Several contracts were also r porte i for 
spring delivery, but the exact terms did not transpire; the present prices 
for high mixed are 54s to 58s per qr., and for mixed, 50s to 55s per qr, ac- 


cording to weight and quality. Peas were in demand, at 34 to 408 ver qr., 


f.0.b. A heavy fall of snow had caused the roads to be bad, but which, as 
soon as beaten d>wn, would make them excellent, and considerable arrivals 
may then be expected from the neighbourhood. 

In the lower Baltic ports but little business was doing, prices were cor 


tinually dvancing, and the best red wheats were not obtainable under 548 to 


55s perqr, f. o. b., in spring, with one-third advance. Barley, 28s to 30s 
Peas, 40s ye ar 

New Orleans advices are down to the 2nd December. Flour was firm, at 
4 dol. 87} c. to 5d dol., and some extensive business doing. Indian corn was 
in brisk demand, at 60 to 70 cents per bushel.—Catling’s Circular 
v P.S. Since the above was in print, the Caledonia’s letters have arrived in 





town, with advices to the 15th December :— 

FLovur After the receipt of advices from Liverpoo!l to the 19th November, the flour 
market beca very dull, with sales of Genesee, at 5 dol. to 5 dol. 6}¢ per barrel in 
store. During the last few days there has been an evident improvement in all kinds, 
Michican and O} brands commanding 5 dols. 63 ¢. to 12) ¢ Genesee, 5 dols, 12} « 
to 183 c, and the market closed on Saturday, the 12th December, very firm, at 5 dols 
25 c. for Genesee, equa 5d Yesterday the market ed with great firmness, 
and 3,000 barrels of G were s » dol. 31 c. to 374 ¢., and some holders ere 
dem y 4 dol., equal to t the purchases were principally made by 
specula $ Our st cis now estimated at 400,000 barrels, 5 . 

CoRNMEAL is dull at 3 dol, to 62) c. perbarrel ; the only sales making are for 
shipment to l 1 

Wueat is in request r shipment, and 5 il parcels prevented from goir 
forward tor w f hippin A parcel of 30,000 bushels white Gene old at 
1 dol. 15 c¢. per 60 lbs, equal to 5s per bush Mixed parcels at 1 dol. 6 ¢. to 
Il dol. 8 ¢ 

InpDIAN CORN.—Some new ha me to market, and les are made at 58 64 
cents for ull , and 70 to 72 « ts for northern; it looks well, and will be in 
order for shipping by Ist January 
& Barvey dull at 58 to 61 cents per 48'b 

RYE is st iest, and sel.s at 79 to 80 cents per 56lbs 

Oats are dull, at 37 to 39 cents per measured bushel. 


FREIGATS continue to rule high, and vessels are very much wanted, 





FOREIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


INDIGO. 


WE have not to report any transactions of moment, and the value of the 
article must be looked upon as being nominal, until either new quarterly 
sales, or more extensive operations take place, which would confirm the 

rates, or iblish a new range of prices. Meanwhile, 
is brought forward with a decided view to sell, and therefore the 
last October currency is, up to this very day, the true criterion of the value 


‘ 
est 


heretofore current 
nothing 





of the article. Nothing has been sold, within the last two months, at a 
decline on October prices. 
We here subjoin the London deliveries and stocks for the last tlire< 
years :- 
} I Stock, 
I Cc ] I Total. 3st De 
s ‘ chests chests 
184 10,546 17,885 ccccccccccee 33.1 
BOGE ccnces ctsccs 10,096 eee 19,272 
1844 DR BGA: cosicasacees 20,589 
This table shows, that, likewise during the year which has just been 
brought to a conclusion, the deliveries of indigo from the Loudon ware- 
houses are rather less than they were in the year 1845; and against 1844 
there is a falling off of nearly 4,000 chests The stock, on the other hand, 
is now newly as large as it was at the end of 1845, and it exceeds that of 
1844 by 7,000 chests Asnear as it can be ascertained, we may sy that at 
present about 20,000 chests are held by second and about 13.000 chests 


by first ha 
Then uarterly 


Xt q 
up to this « y nothin 


sales will begin on the 9th of February, and though 
s been declared, 


we presume that the total quan- 
tity brought forward will be smaller than the quantity offered in October 
last. 
; _ 


PRICES OF GRAIN—HARVEST—WOOL TRADE. 

(I) mn own c rre 

The prices of grain have not risen; they have rather a tendency to fall, 
notwithstanding the severe frost, acc ompanied with so much snow, which 
has closed cspec ially the Prussian canals. Much grainis therefore frozen f ist, 
and great difficulty exists in getting it to the markets in any other way than 


spon at.) 
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THE ECONOMIST. 
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bythe railways. In Berlin all kinds of grain maintain the same price as 
when we wrote you last. In Cologne it is the same; and if so many 
considerable orders had not arrived there from the Upper Rhine, the prices 
would have fallen considerably. Only in Bavaria the prices have risen a little, 
in consequence of the great demand for Switzerland. 

It now appears, that there has been a good average harvest of red clo- 
ver seed, and is in general of excellent quality. At present the prices are 
high, but they are not firm, because it is not time for that business yet. 
The harvest of white clover seed was very good, and isin quality like that 
of 1844. ‘The seed is in general of a light yellow colour. Although the 
price is very low, itis not improbable that it will be still lower, for the de- 
mand is yet very trifling. 

Since the beginuing of this month the wool trade has been very brisk in 
Berlin; fleeces from Prussia Proper were bought for Engtand at 60 to 64 dols; 
for Hamburgh, at 67 to 69 dols ; for France considerable quantities of Po- 
lish combing-wool were bought, as well as for Saxony. The stock there 
has considerably decreased. In Breslau the wool trade was not so brisk 
during the last fortnight as before; but some was disposed of, especially to 
Silesian and other German manufacturers. Fine Polish fleeces got as much 
as 65 dols; middle fine, 55 dols; and Russian, 48 to 52 dols. Many de- 
liveries of wool of the next clip have been agreed upon for next June’s mar- 
ket, at the prices of last June’s market ; only in particular cases 2 or 3 dols 
per cwt more have been given. 


— oo 


AMERICAN COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
From the New York Evening Express, Dec. 15. 
rhe canals of the north are closed, and the supplies of breadstuffs from that 
quarter stopped rhe trade continues active, and 
there are now over 60 sail of vessels loading with our varied produce 


grain very for Europe 

Since the 
receipt of the English mail of the 19th of November flour has receded, but, upon 
the strength ofa reduced stock from last year prices have rallied, and now close 
at a rate above the prices current at the reception of the After our sur- 
plus at this port has been shipped, the trade will be diverted to New Orleans, 
where the largest amount of the produce of the west finds its outlet 

With respect to cotton,it may be said, that in consequence of a general belief 


that the crop will be short, prices, have advanced, and close firm 





news. 
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Corros Wel \ t irket r} e1 

FLOUR G eld a cle ) t we r of y 4 sules at 
t \ ot ¢ 0, & i been sold l Ge wn, &c.,is 

i ihct lol 50 

1 sare in limited demand. Mess pork is held firmly at 9 dol 
Beef is dull at 63 dol to 7 dol 50c for mess, and s t 1 
Lard, 7} ¢ to 7% c, in barrels and rs Butter and cl remain ) 

CHINA TRADE. 
(From Hughesdon and Co.'s Monthly Circula f Oci. 28.) 

Our attention has been directed to a misstatement iespecting the China 


trade, in a newspaper received by the last mail, which, if allowed to pass 
without notice, may ultimately be received and The 


quoted as correct 
article in question appeared first in the Friend o/ ind was afterwards 


India, 


copied into a London paper. It is there stated, that the value of the ex- 
ports from China exceed by more than one hundred per cent that of 
the imports !! a result more curious then correct being deduced, which it 


is unnecessary to enlarge upon. This error has arisen from taking the official 
returns published by our consuls as a guide: in these opium, as an illegal 
article of omitted ; and our Friend seems to 
have forgotten of a trade, the value of which exceeds the 
aggregate of all other iinports into this country. No correct estimate can 
be formed of the value of this trade, as, in consequence of its illegality, 
regular accouits are not kept—it may be put down at 25 to 30 million dol 
lars per annum—this amount, if added to the value of the other imports, 


import, is of course Indian 


the existence 











will show that the balance is considerably on the other side. The account 
of British trade at the five ports during the year 1545 stands thus :-— 
£ 
Value of Briti ts(vear ending 3lst December, 1845) ...... 566,161 
Do, Opi say 40,000 ests, at 600 dols per ChESt ...ccccevess 000,000 
Total value Of IMPOrts...ccesesseereecceceeses 8,566,161 
De British e (year ending 3lst December, 1845)......+++ », 795,117 





2,781,044 
not including the outside trade, a considerable quantity of goods being sold 
at Hong Kong, Macao, and on the coast. The American and other foreign 
trade gives an excess of exports over imports of about onejmillion sterling ; 
the actual bilanee is nearly two millions sterling against China (or 
according to the “ Friend’s” calculations in her favour)—which amount is 
annually drawn from this country in specie, to pay the Kast India Company 
for the *demoralising drug” of which they have the monopoly Now it 
must not be supposed that the Chinese are better able than any other 
nation to sustain a continued drain ofthe precious metals. What then is to 
be done? The expericnce of the past year proves that the exporisto Eng- 
land cannot be increased under the present system ; so that we may rea- 
sonably conclude, unless a new vent is found for China exports, a reduction 
must gradually take place in either the quantitics or prices of her in ports 
until they balance. On the other hand it is impossible to caleulate to 
what extent the Chinese would purchase our cottons, woollens, and other 
goods, were we able to take their produce in return—of which they can sup- 
ply an almost unlimited quantity—the drawback is, that tea the principal 
article, is taxed so enormously in England as to prevent any increas 
consumption, 


Excess of imports 





so tha 


ny 


in its 
We anticipate a splendid trade between the two countries 
when this duty is reduced—the measure cannot be much longer delayed; 
cheap tea being as necessary for the million as cheap bread and sugar. 





EASTERN COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

From the Calcutia Englishman.) 

r'He intelligence from home to the 7th of September, the receipt of which we 
noticed in our last, did not affect our markets in the slightest degree, and busi- 
ness has since been proceeding on its previous moderate scale, and without any 
material alteration in the value either of imports or exports. Many staples of 
the former have, however, of late been in better demand, and but for the inter- 
ruption to business, caused by the intervention of several native holidays, it is 
probable we should have had a much more extensive business to report 


In ex- 
ports, with the exception of 


one or two articles, the business done has been 
limited, and will probably continue so until more satisfactory accounts are 
received of the state of the home markets, as prices here remain almost sta- 
tionary. Exchange has been steady at from Is 11d to 1s 114d, at ten months’ 
date ; but notwithstanding the continued heavy remittances from home, neither 
drawers nor purchasers have been showing much anxiety to operate. 

rhe Bentinck steamer, with the mail of the 24th September, was announce, 
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| ported, the markets 


| mas, and prices remain nominally unaltered. 


| dras have changed hands, 
| Cleaned has al 
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yesterday morning, and the letters were delivered late in the evening The com- 
I 1 export staples is, we 


intelligence with regard to some of our principal 
find, of somewhat more encouraging nature than by the prey 


mercial 
are glad to 


opportunity. 
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LONDON MARKETS—TRANSACTIONS OF THE WEEK. 
FRIDAY EVENING 
n a limited amount of business done in the general produce mar- 
kets in conse of the holidays. 

SuGAR.—The from Calcutta and the Mauritius 
heavy ; some large public sales are declared for Tuesday next ; 
being closed. The following shows the stocks and prices of 

London, at the close of the last four years :-— 


THERE has | 


1ence 





have been rather 
no business is re 


arrivals 





West India raw 


sugar in 





hhds tierces rrices. 
s d s d 
j 6,558 548 » 44 0 to 54 0 per 
i I ) 1,150 wow 6 (6 — 
] 13,75 cccccvece 1,351 26 67 0 - 
13,420  ccoccrisee AJG10 — ncoccesee ) 68 | 
Fi —A few small parcels, duty paid, have been sold at full prices; but, 





in the absence of public sales, the transactious for consumption are limited. 
About 2 ‘hests from Bahia, in bond, sold at 21s. Arrivals since last week— 
568 hhds, 50 boxes Cuba 


orted in Manilla or Java. Prices of 


se of the last four years :— 


ia.—No alteration is 
sugar in bond at the clk 
N 


fanilla. Java, 
s ad s d s d s d 
1846 ...ccccse eeveee ove 18 0 to 21 ececeseseceseocsee 18 6 tO 33 6 
BID .cccee cccccccescesessece 17 OO OD Acticin Se 8 22 0 
BOM abs kibsnsutonbnn ° 14 21 OD  cevcceccccce -. 160 0 
BES ccsccccccccccesccecssonsecs t BO OD ciossemirnansce 35°60 23 ¢ 


Refined.—The market for home-trade goods has been quiet, and prices are a 
standard lumps have sold at 64s; 2s 6d to 633; the 
ts are nearly neglected. Bastards and pieces remain without altera- 
tion. A large business has been done in treacle, and prices are looking up ; 
ordinary to fine 25s 6d to 29s. In bonded sugars there is no alteration to notice ; 
the refiners are very firm, and demand full prices. A few sales have been made 
in Eng 38s per cwt. 
Correre.—-The native kinds of Ceylon have met with some enquiry, and a few 
sales effected at rather higher prices ; about 500 bags good ordinary mixed are 


reported at 87s 6d, but yesterday there were not sellers unless at a further ad- 


shade lowe brown goods ¢ 


better sorts 


sh crushed at 33s 6d, and 101b loaves at 


} vance; 40s has subsequently been paid ; the deliveries are steady. In Mocha and 
| other 


lescriptions there is no alteration. Foreign remains quiet; prices are con- 

y lower for coloury sorts of Brazil than at the close of last year 

TeA.— Business has been nearly suspended in this market, as usual at Christ- 

Since last week three cargoes have 

The intelligence by the overland 
The following are the prices of 


siderably 


with upwards of 21,5 


arrived, ) packages 
nc* likely to have any effect on prices. 


mail 
l last four years :— 


tea at the close of th 





Congou Twankay 
s. d. s. d s. d s. d. 
Is4 » 9 to 2 O 0 9 to 1 per lb 
IR4 0 8$to 2 3 1 | too 20— 
I44 @ 106 to 2 SF ccocces os -1 Q2t0o 24 — 
1843...... 78 to 2 6 -w. ° LY Prap OF a 


t1cE.—Large parcels East India have been sold at higher prices, and the ad- 
vance is nearly 2s for the week ; from 15,000 to 20,000 bags Bengal and Ma- 
chiefly at prices varying from 173 6d to 20s 6d 
:0 been in better demand, Carolina, 28s and 40s; Patna, 21s 6d 


Spices. —There are no sales to report. Prices at the close of the last four 


| years :— 





B Pimento. 
8. s. d s. d. 
184¢ sesceces 0 0 4g to 0 42 per Ib. 
1845, a 0 2;to0 3; — 
1844 0 0 3§to0 4 — 
184 0 ame i 26s a 
BRANDY.—Prices continue without alteration, first brands of 1344 vintage 53 


4d and 5s 6d per The market is very firm. 

Rum.—There are no sales to report in any description. 

Merats.—A large business has been done in British manufactured iron at 
full rates; common barsin Wales 8/ 15s ; Scotch pig is held for an advance, 
and holders firm ; we quote mixed numbers at 74s per ton.  Spelter 
is very firm, but not much business doing. East India tin has been sold at ra- 
ther lower rates; Straits 96s 6d, inferior 91s; Banca is nominal at about 101s 
In other metals no change to notice. 

SALTPETRI rhe market is quiet, but the few sales effected have been at 
steady prices. Further supplies have come in 
deficiency compared with those of the 

NITRATE Sopa—Continues flat 


DruGs.—-The markets remain dull, and 


gallon 


are 


The stock still shows a large 
t four years. 





few sales have been effected in any 


description of produce ] chests camphor are reported privately at 62s 6d 
per cwt 

COCHINEAL.—[ather higher rates have been paid, and the market is very 
firm. 

O1rL.—An advance is demanded for most kind of fish, and holders are firm 
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Fine British sperm is now quoted at 88/ to 5 South- 
ern is firm at the quotations Hhere no further sellers of cod under 27/ 10s 
advance. for fine ; 
rs are asking higher prices. 





; pale seal is held at 37/ 
are 
a cargo has 


Palm is firm at 40s 


and hol 


Olive maintains the recent 


come in this week. Cocoa nut is indemand, 








Seed oils are firm, and a moderate amount of business doing. Linseed has been 
in steady demand at 25s 6d on the spot, being last week’s quotation tape is 
rather firmer, refined 36s to 86s 6d per cwt 
PURPENTINI Rough continues dull, English spirits are a shade lower 
SEEDS rhe market for linseed remains steady Fine Odessa is quoted at 


Arrivals since 
akes are in steady demand, at full prices 
h partly sold at 44s for good quality; 92 bar- 


ls; other kinds 45s to last week, about 2,70 


ters from Ode 


i8s per qr quar- 





ssa and Kertche ( 


LAKD.—1 casks St Petersburg 


rels ditto knocked down at 43s 9d ; another parcel of 20 tons were withdrawn, 
laLLow.—A moderate business has been done in foreign at rather easier 
rates; fine St Petersburgh Y.C., on the spot, 51s 3d; at auction to day 81 casks 


Riga went at 51s 6d A few lots St Petersburgh soap 47s to 4ss 9d ; the price of 
town was fixed at 52s ne{t cash this aftern On Monday the stock was re- 





duced to 21,260 casks 
ADDITIONAL NOTICES 
SuGAR.—The home market for ref d sugar is very steady, and a moderate busines. 
the ex trea hich has adv I cw! 
t ready f im lat vy, com- 
eXy t f 1 Holland, every appear 
1 s } ( t isacthions in frul are 





ill k 


and exists for 











I Oranges susta heir price, 

crop being likely to be short fror quarter Three cargoes, per the Azores, sold 

eling and Hunt, went at equal prices to those ol bef Christmas. Lemons 

held fir y, with a prospect of a further advance in the price, freight being difficult 

e procured in Sicily. Barcelona nuts are | y to be higher, the invoice of parcels 

in progress of shipment being at an advanced rate The various parcels of apples re- 
ceived from New York are being ed in bad ndition 

Sreps.—Th¢« nand continues very brisk for most descriptions of seed. Caraway 

nd Canary sell freely at quoted prices. Li 1 is taken off as fast as it arrives, 

ind at rather higher prices, beit in great de ind for stall feeding for cattle, in 

cont ed seve y of e Vv e Rape and mustard seeds are 


























I ket has been this week in « state of the most perfect calin, 
v1 4 Business is expec ifter the holidays 
is | 3 brisk demand, ai large 1 ness has been tran- 
e of fd per Ib on last week's rates, and prices are now fully as 
he late d 1 F 
f Thur D 24, to Thursday, D r3i,i 
C st 
rat es 5,500 4% to 52 muiddiing to good 
Ma Be 560 4a t West t 1 Tinnivelly 
re 9,000 b s 
ENG Lisu Woo! rl rade is we a ult! state than it has been for 
many months past; the year h»scl 1 wit I rders for goods than was antici- 
pated ; and the spin I manuf rs, fe now red at they cannot buy 
W to Y t 8 nr generally wn in advan for 
is a irns 1 y I ts y ot vy in the « itry, 
idded t 1@ above, warrant 1 Jers toa pat is e stal y of the preseat 
prices, if not a small advances 
Foreign Woot.—The market remains quiet, but prices firm, with the expectation 
of improvement early in the new 
Frax—Is a little rov i i ome purchases have been made in Hull 
r French account, at 500 tons, 
H emep—Very quiet ; ha sales 1 
Hines AND LEATHER altera has ta pla n se ar es during 
t st week. At Lea on Tues t supply of both kk i buyers 
Ww s 1 scar Ss Was transa j s is nerally he case on 
+} } 








PROVISIONS. 

BuTrer.—The demand for Irish continues good, considering the time of year ; 
prices remain the same as last week's quotation The stock is 5,000 firkins more 
than the corresponding week last; year, and the delivery rhe future 
price of this article will, in a great degree, depend upen the weather, should the 
frost shut out the foreign supplies, and decrease the make of fresh in this 
try. Foreign is 3s to 4s lower for the middling and inferior descriptions, which 
stock will be required in the absence of fresh arrivals 
| |Bacon.—No alteration in this artic'e. The stock is 2,500 more than thesame 
time last year, and 3,400 more than the year previous. Bale and tierce middles 
are in good demand. 

HAMS may be expected lower in price 

LARD of all descriptions is in request, holders expecting higher prices. 

CHEESE.— Very little doing in any description this week ; prices without altera- 
tion. The large arrivals of American in this and the Liverpool market must 
ultimately lead to lower prices for this article, particularly for the middding and 
lower descriptions. The latter may be bought from 50s to 40s, which, but for the 
difficulty of the carriage, might, if offered by the country dealers, be introduced 
to the poorer consumers at useful and moderate prices 

BARREL PROVISIONS remain firm, without any alteration. 
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Comparative Statement of Stocks and Weekly Deliveries, 
BUTTER Bacon, 
Stock Delivery Stock Delivery 
1845 oe 48,559 6,880 4,9i0 2,530 
1816 ... 534,430 6, 7,390 1,670 
Arrivals for the Past Week. 
Trish Butter ; . ove a 8,140 firkins 
Foreign ° ° ° 4,330 casks 
Irish Bacon ove ° eee oe 2,910 bales 
NEWGATE AND LEADENNALL, MonbDay, D 23.—Notwithstandiag the supplies of 
each kind ofmeat on sale here in the past week were large, a very ext ve business 
was transacted at extreme gq ns A good clearance being effected on Sa- 
turday, the actual supply on off to-day was small, owing to which, and the pre- 
seut favourable weather, the general demand was steady, and previous rates well 
supported, About 800 carcasses of foreign beasts and sheep have been dispos 
our last, 
FRIDAY, Jan. 1.—We had a steady trade here at full prices. 
Per 8 Y he car 
a 2s = | s dix © 
Inferior beef ... eee «» 210 3 O | Mutton, inferior ove o 3 6 3 8 
Middling ditio eco ano ices 44 — middling eee e 310 4 2 
Prime large... eo o 3 43 6 | — Prime ove oa & @€ 6 86 
Smallditto ... ins mane 10 | Large pork eee wot & 4 4 
Veal... = woo «. 3 8 4 $8 | Small pork on eee oo Si -2 8 
SMITHFIELD, Monpay, D 298.--O t wea r. the ‘ 
st < from abroad, since M \ st, hav t ted scale, viz., lf xe 
8, 5 1,08 i ) h 42 beasts and 600 shee; 
Boulogt At outports, about 3¢ 1 landed in very middlin 
tion, while by sea, from Ireland, 10 oxen, 2 ieep, and 40 pigs have come to 
his market in, « parati speaking, i iality. The supply of fi 
stock on s to-dav ex f sts 0) she in very bid condition ; 
vet wl + ( Wi } ne-fed beasts we were 
scantliy sup} W I Hence s the attendan 























buyers was good, and the weather favoureble to slaughtering— the beef trade was some- 
what active, at an advance in the quotations of 2d pers lbs, the primest Scots readily 
producing 4s 6d, and at which a good clearance was eff ected. The beasts were princi- 
pally derived from the northern and midland counties. The numbers of sheep were 












very scanty ; owing to which the muttou trade was firm, at fully, but at nothing quo 
table beyo last weck’s prices. In calves, a steacy business was doing, at ex- 
treme rates; while pigs were in good demand, at somewhat enhanced currencies, 
Per &/lbs to sink the offals. 
ads da| sadad 
Coarse and inferior beasts ... 3. 6 3 8 | Prime coarse woolled sheep... 4 6 410 
Second quality do «. 310 4 O/|Trime south down de .. .« 5 0 5 2 
Prime large OXe€n «+s oe 4 0 4 2); Large coarse calves ese $6.4. 3 
Prime Scots, &e. «+ oe 4 4 4 G6] Prime small do ote e 6 4-8 
Coarse and inferior sheep... 310 4 0] Large hogs ma an Se SS 
Second quality do 4 2 4 4] Neat small porkers cn” ae 28 Oe 
Suckling calves, 18s to 28s; and quarter old store pigs, 16s to 19s each. Beasts, 2,640 
sheep, 17,250; calves, 55; pigs, 290. 
Fainay, Jan. 1.—The supply of beasts on offer today being more than ade- 


quate to meet the wants of the buyers, the beef trade was ina sluggish state, yet we 
can notice no alterationin prices. With sheep we were moderately supplied, while the 
sale for that description of stock was steady, but by no means brisk, at Monday’s quo- 
tations, at which, however, a total clearance was with difficulty effected. Prime small 
calves sold readily ; other kinds of veal slowly, at late rates. In pigs more business was 
transacted at our quotations. There were in the market only thirty-two beasts, eight 
sheep, and three calves from abroad. Milch cows dull, at from 16/ to 18/ each, includ- 
jing their small calf. Supply at market—945 beasts, 3,070 sheep, 176 calves, and 290 
pigs. 

PoTaTors.—WaTeEnsipk, Dec. 28 —The supply tothis market during the past week 
from France was tolerably good, but from all other parts it was very limited. There 
Was an advance in the prices for first rate samples, but for inferior or secondary samples 
there was but little improvement. The following are our present quotations : 

s g 8 8 











York Regents. . 166 to 180 | Kent and Essex Regents... 160 to 180 
Shaws...... coseoscnccce 140 150 Shaws... —to — 
Lincolsh.&Camsh. Regents 130 150 | Kidneys... 140 160 
Shaws...... - — | French Whites cvccceee 120 140 

Kidneys... 110 120 | 


Hors.—Boroven, Monpay, Dec. 28.—There has been a fair extent of business done 
in hops ; there are hardly any bags remaining, and the operations have been almost en- 
tirely confined to pockets. Quotations nay be regarded as much the same to-day as on 
this day se’nnight, with rather increased firmness on the part of holders. 


Fripay, Jan. 1.—The show of samples of hops here to-day was by no means large 


considering the extensive produce of the last season The very finest qualities were 
in stea ly request, and previous rates were firmly supported. In all othe: kinds exceed- 
ingly little business was transacted, yet we can notice no depression in value. Sus-ex 


pockets, 3/ 12s to 44 6s; Weald of Kent ditto, 4/ to 448s; Midand East Kent ditto, 4/ 
5s to 61 6s, 


HAY MARKETS. 

SMITHFIFLD.— Meadow hay 2/ 8s to 3/ 17s, Clover ditto 
to 1/ 12s per load. A full average supply, : 
CUMBERLAND.— Meadow hay 2/ 5s to 
to 1213s per load. Supply tolerably good, and trade somewhat firm. 
WHITECHAPEL.— Meadow huy 2’ ts to 3! Clover 0315 
to 1212s per load. Trade dull at the above (ux 





THURSDAY. 
31 58 to 4/7 16s, Straw 1/ 
1 sluggish demand. 

Clover ditto 3/58 to 47 15s, Straw 


S88 





1 18s, li 


9s 


ditt sto 5/ 0s, Straw lJ 8s 
tations. 
COAL MARKETS 

Monpbay, Dec. 28.—Aduair’s Main 18s 6d—Carr's Hartley 23s—Chester Main 

Holywell Main 23s—Ord’s Redheugh !Ss 6d—-West Hartley 233—Wylam 21s 6d—Eden 

Main 24s 34—Blaengwaur 22s—Cowpen Hartley 22s—Derwentwater Hartley 22s 6d— 


ey 22 
Field and Co.’s Silkstone 21s—Howard'’s West Hartley Netherton 23s—Sidney’s Hartley 


2is— 





23s—Ravensworth's West Hartley 21s. Walisend: Acorn Close 23s—Barnara’s 22s 6d 
Bewick Company 24s 3d—Bell and Browa 24s 3d—Harton 238 6d—Hebburn 224s— 


Hilda 23s $4d—Hedley’s Beamish South Moor 20s— Killingworth 24s—Northumberland 
23s 6d—lRiddell’s 24s—Belmont 24s 3d—Braddy'!l’s Hetton 25s—East Hetton 23s 6d— 
Finchale 22s 3d—Ilaswell 26s—Hetton 25s 6d—Lambton 25s 3d—Shotton 25s—Whitwell 
23s 6d—Caradoc 25s—Hartlepool 25s 6d—High Thornley 28s—Thornley 24s—Barrett 
23s 6d—Cowndon Tees 24—Gordon 22s—South Durham Seymour Tees 2is—Tees 
Ships at market 98, sold 74, unsold 24. 

Werpwnespay, Dec. 30,—Adair’s Main 18s 64—Old Pontop 19s 6d—Original Tanfield 
19s—Wylam 21s 64—Cowpen Hartley 23s—Walisend: Bewicke and Co 24s 3d—Gos- 
forth, 2is—Harton 23s 6d—Willington 22s Gd—Haswell 25s 6d—Shotton 24s 6d—Cas- 
sop 24s 9d—Kelloe 24s 9d. Ships at market 27—sold 17—unsold 10, 





9¢ 
2: 
24s 
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25s 6d. 





MARKETS OF THE MANUFACTURING DISTRICTS. 





MANCHESTER, Tuesday, Dec. 29.—Althouzh no great amount of business 
has been done, there has been, both to-day and yesterday, considerably 
more inquiry than had existed for some time previously, for several descrip- 
tions of cloth, especially such as are suitable for the Levant and the United 
States. For the litter destination, indeed, a few rather considerable pur- 
chases have been made, and the prospect of an extcnsive future business, 
both here and in Yorkshire, continues almost daily to improve. For most 
other markets, however, the demand licre is at the lowest ebb. In the yarn 
market thcre has been very little demand, and, though spinners have nomi- 
nally raised their prices, in consequence of the renewed activity and ad- 
vanced rates in the cotton market, buyers have shown very little inclination 
to accede to their demands. 

RocHDALE, Monday, Dee. 28.—The flannel market presents no new fea- 
tures. The business done has been upon avery limited seale, and prices re- 
main stationary. Wool may be quoted a shade higher, but the manufac- 
turers are buying for immediate use only. The new market will be on the 
first Monday after the 6th of January, or old Christmas day. 

Hatiax, Saturday, Dec. 26.—The Saturday in the Christmas week is 
usually looked upon as a “dead market,” and the attendance, both of mer- 
chantsand manufacturers, has consequently been small; but quite as much 
business, perhaps, has been done as could be expected at a holiday time, in 
the prisent general dulness. The yarn trade presents no feature of altera- 
tion. The foreigners are out of the market ; but the firmness in wool pre- 
vents any further decline in price. Not much long wool is changing hands, 
the spinners being indisposed to give the advanced rates. There seems to 
be rather more inquiry for short wool, and higher prices are asked. 

HUDDERSFIELD, Tuesday, Dec. 29.—Considering that it is the last mar- 
ket in the year, there has been a fair business doing. There have been 
several inquiries after blue cloth, and fine broads in that colour have met 
with purchasers. 

LeEps, Tuesday, Dec. 29.—-We have had only a thin attendance at our 
cloth halls to-day ; however, some considerable purchases were made in low 
cloths, probably for the United States, and prices upon the whole arc look- 
ing up, owing to the firm state of the wool market. 





LIVERPOOL MARKETS .—Wednesday. 

(From the Liverpool and Manchester Price Current.) 
NOTWITHSTANDING the intervention of the Christmas holidays, which have, of course, 
materially interfered with business, a good many transactions have taken place in pro- 
cuce, and at advancing prices. 

BaRK.—The sales are 130 tons oak at 5/ 5s to 6/ 23 64, 
citron are reported at our top quotations, 
Bonxes,—10 tons Brazil bones have been sold at 5/. 


Some small sales of quer- 
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The market continues quiet, 
are a few casks of Jamaica, by private treaty, at previous rates, and 
about 130 bag uayra at full prices, 

Dyrtwoops.—There continues a fair demand, and for Campeacl 
derably higher prices are now required sales for the week 
peachy logwood at 7/ 15s to 8/58; 160 tons Tobaseo at 7/; 30 tons Jamaica at 5/; 40 
tons Zapote fustic at 5/; and 35 tons Lima wood at 4/ 12s 6d to 16/ per ton. 

FLax.—The sales have been limited this week, but there are many inquiries from the 
manufacturing districts which is likely to lead to a more lively demand; the stocks 
held in the markets are unusually scanty, which must cause a considerable advance in 
prices. A large purchase was made a few days ago, in Hull, of 500 tons of flax, by a 
French house, for Bologne, and full prices pxid. There is evidently a great im prove- 
ment in linen yarns, both as regards demand and prices, and we find that the accumu- 
lated stock at the commencement of this year up to Midsummer is now totally cleared 
away. Fine Dutch flaxes are more inquited after, and from the scarcity of good quali- 
ties, both here and abroad, consideraole advance in prices are confidently looked for. 

Frutt.—There are no arrivals of Currants or Raisins to notice, the grocers having 
supplied themselves for the season; there is little doing. Sultana Raisins have been 
sold at 75s. Green—Four cargoes of St Michael Oranges have been sold at 32s to 35s 
per box forsound: a larger quantity of waste than is usual at this season of the year 
has appeared amongst these cargoes. A cargo of Ti rceira proved very sound, and sold 
at 23s to 25s. A cargo Seville brought 35s for chests; a cargo Lisbon, 24s to 25s per 
box. Lemons—Nothing done. 170 barrels American Onions were sold at listo l6és 
per 120 Ibs ; 150 bags Lisbon at 16s to 17s Gd. Chestnuts 8s 6d per bushel. 

Guano.—The demand for a)l kinds is stil] good, and prices are well maintained :— 
Peruvian 8/ 10%; fine Ichaboe 7/ 12s 6d to 7/ 15s; Pantagonian 4/ 15s to 5/ 158; and 
Saldanha Bay 4/ per ton. 

Hemp.—There are no sales of any moment this week to notice, but the consumption 
is going on briskly ; all our ropers are busily employed, and the prospect for spring 
business is unusually promising for a large demand for cordage; prices are inclined 
upwards, 

IHipes --The market continues quiet, and the only sales reported are—1050 dry 
Realijo hides, 19 lbs, at 54d; 550 ditto, 28 lbs, at 5d. 

MoLasses.—There are nosales. 500 casks Bengal treacle have been taken by the 
trade at 23s per ewt. 

O1Ls are generally very firm, and where business has been done full rates have been 
paid. The sales of palm are about 90 tons, at 39/. In olive oil little has been done, 
in consequence of the advanced prices required. ape and linseed oils are quiet. Oil 
of turpentine is again rather lower. 

Provisions.—There is no new feature to report in the butter m 


er ee 





Corree.—There have been no public sales this week. 
and the only 





iy logwood consi- 
are 190 tons Cam- 


Ihe 


irket; prices for fine 


qualities are firm, but other sorts are the turn lower. Ba is scarce. Lard is 
more enquired for. Americen beef having become searce, holders are asking more 
money. Pork is wanted. Four cheese the demand is good. In iard there is a fair 
business doing. 

Rice.—The market has been cleared of all the rice offering for sale, with the ex- 


ception of 1,500 bags, to be brought to auction to-day. The demand continu 
good for Ireland; but the quantity here of East India is so t 
tions are nominal. 

Rosin.—About 600 barrels American are reported at 3; to 9s, as in quality 


very 
ifling that the quota- 


SALTPETRE still continues to be sought afte’, ac‘ th: sales reach 5,000 bags, at 
improving rates. 

SeExps.—The only sale to report is a small parcel of Bengal linseed at 5!s to 52s 
per quarter. 

Spices.—The sales are 209 bags Singapore tiack pepper at 24d. 

SuGar.—The feeling gaining ground that sugar will be allowed to be used in dis- 






tilleries, the market has again improved. There has been a consid 
at prices Is to Is 6d higher than last week for West India, and for I 
full prices have been obtained. 
on the spot and afloat 
3,000 bags Madras. 


le business done 
galand Madras 
There has been an excellent demand for foreign, both 
The sales are about 1000 hhds B. P., 9,600 bags Bengal, and 
Yesterday the sale of a cargo of 4 to 5,000 tons brown Bahia sugar 
afloat, was reported as having been taken for the Clyde, th 
not transpired. 

TaLLow.—There has been very little doing ; the market, howev 





exact price of which has 


r, continues steady, 





at 52s for Petersburg P. Y. C., and for abou: 100 casks North American 50s to 5ls 
for fine quality has been realised. 

Tea.—The market continues very inactive. 

Toxsacco.—The sales this week are 100 hhds, mostly western strips, taken by the 


trade. Prices as before, although the tendency is still downwards, and the market, 
as usual at this period, is dull. 

ForEiGN Woo..—( From our own Corresp ndent.)—We have to report a fair average 
business this week, for the period of the year, usually a dull one, most parties being en- 
gaged in stock-taking and balancing accounts. There is no change to notice in prices. 
Scotch wools have been very little dealt in. 





ENSUING SALES AT LIVERPOOL. 
Tvuespay, Jan. 5.—486 tierces new Carolina rice. 
Wepnespay, Jan. 6.—26 serons Guatimala indigo. 
Tuvurspay, Jan. 7.—8§ tons African ivory. 2,000 boxes American cheese. 1,000 
boxes Dutch cheese. 500 packages American butter. 
Tuurspay, Jan. 14.—16 tous red gum copal. A quantity red gum copal. 
tity gum animi. 


15 cases white Bologna argols. 





A quan- 





FOREIGN MARKETS. 





Havre, Dec, 26.—Cotton—Since the beginning of the week we have had a quiet 
market, the speculative demand having entirely ceased. The dec!ine in the Liver; ool 
market has affected ours, and prices must generally be quoted $d per lb lower. The 
sales amount to 5,200 bales; arrivals, 15,600 bales; stock, 23,000 bales, against 
42,500 bales in 1845, and 4¢,500 bales in 1844. Coffee—Prices have again advanced 
in the early part of the week, and about 10,000 bags have been sold, of which the 
greater part to arrive. For the last few days the demand has slackened. Sugar— 
We have accounts from our West India colonies up to 27th Nov. Prices are high 
and freights low. The appearances of the new crop are good. These prices are unaltered, 
and sales this week amount to 1,000hhd. Nothing doing in foreign. Rice—Only 
smal! sales to consumers. Stock, 1,500bris. Indigo—Dull ; only ten chests of Bengal 
sold. Saltpetre—South American has advanced considerably. Ashes—No change in 
prices, and but little doing. Stock 1,500 bris of all sorts. Hides—About 5,000 South 
Americans sold. The arrivals are small. Tallow—The improvement in the London 
market has had some effect here, about 400 casks having been taken at better prices. 
There are some considerable arrivals of tallow and lard from the United States, 
Whalebone—Prices are firm; five tons sold; stock, 100tons. Wheat and Flour—The 
markets in the interior having been reported quiet and rather lower, we have had no 
demand this weck. There are some further arrivals from the United States. At the 
principal market in our neighbourhood—that of Monvillien—the average has declined 
ls 6d perqr. Of American flour, about 1,000brlIs have been sold, at prices equal to 32s 
to 32s 6d per bri. About 19,000brls have arrived. 

ANTWERP, Dec. 26.—Coffee—Only 400 bags of St. Domingo have been sold ; 8,000 
bags Rio, newly arrived, will meet with ready buyers. Sugar—Sales by private con- 
tract amount to 300 boxes; 1,200 boxes of damaged Havana are again advertised for 
the 30th of this month; of refined about 50 tons have been taken for export. Cotion— 
The arrivals are about $00 bales, of which 300 bales for transit—we have no sales to 
report, our holders being too firm; stock 6,048 bales, against 23,424 bales in 1845. 
Hides—taies 3,0€0, prices not improving. Wheat, &.—Home-grown unaltered ; bar- 
ley lower ; for foreign wheat but little demand, and prices rather lower; rye is better 
supported, Rice—More firm, but sales do not exceed 2,000 bags. 

HampureGu, Dec. 26.—Coffee—Only about 1,500 bags of Rio sold at previous prices. 
Sugar—Sales 4(0 boxes of yellow Havana, to our refiners, without change. Cotion— 
In brisk demand; about 1,400 bales sold at higher prices, Wheat, &c.—Some consi- 
derable contracts have been made for spring delivery, both here and at outports, and 
higher prices paid, principally for France. Spelter—Dull, and may be bought 
lower. 

AMsTerDAM, Dec. 26.—We have had no business in colonial produce worth report- 
ing, our inland navigation, as well as our ports, being closed by the frost. The com- 
pany have advertised that they will sel! 50,000 bags of their bought in coffee at 20 cents, 
and engaging not to sell any part of the remaining bought in quantity of 150,000 bags 
without a further advance in price. 
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STATEMENT 
Of comparative Imports, Exports,and Home Consumption of the following articles, from 
January ist te Dec. 26th, in the years 1845 and 1846, showing the stock on hand 
on the 26th of Dec. in each year, 
FOR THE PORT OF LONDON. 
Of those articles duty free, the deliveries for exportation areincluded under the 
head Home Consumption. 
East and West Indian Produce, &c. 
SUGAR. 
oe imported Duty paid Stock. 
British Plantation, } 1845 1846 1845 1846 1845 | 1846 
tons tons tons tons tons | tons 
WestIndia  cccscoccsscrcccccecsecee| #7828 57,073 | 78,037 62,095 10,513 5,380 
East India -| 43,044 44,775 [| 43,037 44,872 7,904 | 8,479 
Mauritius oc. cccceecceeees -| 30,160 30,359 | 29,668 30,169 2,469 | 2,655 
FOreign cescverssceveeseseeecaneees ees [ ese 2,707 18,185 ove one 
[a a a 
{151,032 | 132,207 [153,449 (155,321 | 26,886 | 16,514 
} hom sal eal tiated 
Foreign Sugar. Exported | 
| Cheribon, Siam, & Manilla 6,238 8,011 8,972 702 
| Havana setoodnensenaces 9,642 15,602 | 14,420 | 10,646 
a... eee 9,252 | 3,372 4,078 2,705 
Brazil. 10,160 | 10,464 7,445 7,400 
ee ———— re | ce 
37,449 | 34, 515 21,453 | 18,178 | 16,519 
— Average price of West India Sugar,...1845, 34s 4d; 1846, 338 3d. 
MOLASSES. 
Imported Duty paid Stock 
West Tndia.ccccccce ccccce cocccccccece 6,936 6,123 8,143 } 7,028 1,623 | 2,672 
RUM 
7 linported ke spats Home Consump. Stock v 
1845 | 1846 1845 1846 1845 1846 1845 | 1846 
gal gal gal gal gal gal gal gal 
West India.. 2,098,440 1,563,030}1,514,205 776,47541,097,370 94,680 1,295,325, $73,665 
Fast India.) 354,465 503,820) 302,645 361,800) 56,160) 82,800) 81,180) 142,695 
Foreign...... 1,500 116,520 70,965 97,965 1,260 4,050 18,045 25.335 
2,504,205 2,185,380"! 887,815 1,236,240'1,154,790 1,081,530!) 394,550 1,141,695 | 
COCOA Cwts. | 
' 
Br. Plant...) 24,564 16,082 1,065 2,170 15.882 . 16 " ane 7793 
| Foreign....... 6,621 3.806 3,692 3,563 1,178 5 063 
1,18 13,588 4,757 5,733 17,060 7,06 19,445 10.800 } 
COFFEE. 
Br. Plant 4,130 7,9 3,738 1,716 32 960 9.916 2 2 | 
: ’ aaa ” : : | 
Ceylon 151,09 176,357 a7 4,881 | 133,230 156,046 101" 81 \ ] 
BP n ‘ 
erwise d¢ 100 120 28,6i8 12,962 8,076 4.120 8.600 135,00 
Total BP. 182,982 04,4 35,743 19,559 1174.26 190,082 $161,423 '148,122 | 
Mocha ...... 19,338 14,882 2,580 2,617 | 15.459 4, 12 ( 15,351 | 
Foreign EI 3,217 23,937 1 46,019 677 12,119 10029 71,279 
Malabar .. ese eco 12 ove 93 174 828 
| St Domingo 273 100 oo ; ) 15 74 7,714 | 
Hav.& PR 244 | 12,565 | 3,1 7,75: 1,96 2,877 6,099 | 
Brazil ... 60,787 97,460 | 46,687 1,64 114 70,855 
eesee 2 76 | 525 252 28 87 { 
1,989 | ‘ 548 | 53,801 1140,278 (172,213 
ptithinmann ———| nnicuinea 
| 135,516 | 243,883 '301.701 $20,335 
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White seus »,932 
Blacks voc ce ces 80,918 





418 
20,254 


858 3,260 3,218 


30,300 81.63 





53,427 | 61,932 72,219 

Pkgs Pkgs Pkgs Pkgs 

NUTMEGS G83 1,685 151 455 72° 
Do. Wild 35 1,2 l 


229 23 84 
CAS. LIG 15,237 14,886 13,098 


Pkes 
536 
1,424 
) 


ae 
141 554 


2,000 4,081 
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31 406 
13,432 2,593 
4,044 1,012 





CINNAMON 8,909 4,596 6,088 


887 5,549 








I bags 


17,35; 


ig bags 
21.095 


bags 
836 2,549 


bags bags 


PIM ENTO 7,163 5,447 


Raw Seaterials, Dye Stuffs, Ke. 


Serons 
932 8,181 


Serons Serons Serons 
2,102 
102 


Serons 
3,269 


Serons Serons 
6,417 9,579 


Serons 
COCHINEAL fi, 





chests chests 
10,079 8,230 


chests chests 
4,766 3,762 


t chests | chests | chests 


DYE é 1.969 ove 


LAC 








tons 
559 2,579 


tons | tons 
6,426 | 1, 
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tons tons 
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tons 


509 6,825 
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FUSTIC ...! 1,878 3,032 eee eee 2,145 2,912 oll 528 
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chests | 
= } 
India 7,443 
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tons 
10,118 


tons 
2,841 


tons 
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Nitrate tons tons 
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0 tons 
Potass .... 10,296 7,711 ose 
Nitrate of | 
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Africa: 
." —_ 

Total I 13 I 149.890 110.008 ( 

Gr ) 17,97 4,279 45.841 RO.548 

o RICE. 

Bags igs | Bags Bags | Bags Bags Bags | Bags | 

British El... 173,793 | 297,235 | 75,452 | 116,593] 110,930 | 152,463] 41,456) 69,644 | 
Foreign EI 713 11,707 | 18,415 a1 688 6,811 3,932 1,691 | 

Total....... 179,506 | 308,942 | 93,867 | 123,734 | 111,618 159,274] 45,388 | 71,335 





Soda ...... 196! 827 sia ” 3427 | 2,195) 2159! 861 
COTTON. 

} ‘bag bags bags | bags bags bags bags bags 
American... 4,738 2,034 oid } nal 5,095 2,862 1,542 714 
Brazil ..... | 9 864 eee ove 493 273 128 625 
East India 51,895! 24,425 eee ose 45,896 52,48: 76,634) 48,019 

| Liverpl., all | | | 

kinds....../1,590,886)1,117,066% 67,750} 125,290]1,398,220 1,453,250§ 897,660) 424,180 
Total......|1,647,528/1,144,389 67,750] 125,2901,449,704 1,508,8671 976,058) 473,538 
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The Gasette. 


Foreien Orrice, Dec. 22.—The Queen has been pleased to approve of M. Ma- 
noel de Oliveira Santos, as Consul at the Cape of Good Hope for the Emperor of 
Brazil, 





Friday, December 25. 
PARTNERSHIPS DISSOLVED. 
Barough and Sunley, Ratcliffe highway, storeshippers—Jones and Fryer, Cornhill, 
jewellers— Naylors, Boardman, and Oxley, Valparaiso, Tacna, and Lima, merchants— 
Wantzell and Cownden, Lambeth, boat builders—Hughes and Frimston, Manchester, 
hardware dealers—Freer and Field, Rugeley, Staffordshire, surgeons—Ritherden and 
Carr, Billiter street, naval architects—Murray and Sharp, Paternoster row, woollen 
drapers— Beaumont and Fearman, Charles street, Hatton garden, plumbers—S. and G. 
Crowder, Sun-street, cane manufacturers—Sparke and Co., Norwich and East Dere- 
ham, Norfolk, ironfounders, as far as regards T. Cooper—Edgar and Amey, Liverpool, 
brokers— Morris, Hall, and Miluer, Bedford, Lancashire, coal proprietors—H udson and 
Crouch, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, schoolmistresses—Garten and Wright, Sheffield, stock- 
brokers—- Wolfe and Burkiss, Russell mews, Keppel street, Russell square, liverymen— 
Lloyd and Wallis, Liverpool, law stationers—Greenough and Holland, Manchester, 
umbrella manufacturers—Chappel! and Co., Bristol, vinegar makers—Sutcliffe and Pass, 
Oldbam, Lancashire, cotton waste dealers—Tarsey and Millgate, London— Patison and 
Turner, Star court, Bread street, Cheapside, warehousemen—Allen and Isaacs, Hounds- 
ditch, cigar manufacturers — Hillman and Beckett, Asten, vear Birmingham, tin plate 
manufacturers—Newmarch and Withington, Manchester, sharebrokers—Buchanan, 
Howie, and Co., Glasgow ; and Buchanan and Co., Kingston, Jamaica. 
DECLARATIONS OF DIVIDENDS. 
M. Goodale, Rutland terrace, Hornsey New road, Holloway, 
6d, any Wednesday, at Mr Whitmore’s, Basinghall street. 
A. Reed and 8. J. Powell, Tottenham court road, ironmongers—first div. 
any Wednesday, at Mr Whitmore’s, Basinghall street. 
kK. Tebay, Winchester, plumber—div. of 53d, on account of 
any Wednesday, at Mr Whitmore’s, Basinghall street. 
W. Warburton, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, grocer—first div. of 3s, 
1, at Mr Baker's, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
C, Harwar, Serle’s place, Carey street, Lincoln’s-inn-fields, paper 


builder—first div. of 3s 


of 2s 2}d 


a former div 


of 2s 73d, 
any Saturday after 
Jan 
merchant—second 


div. of 6s 94d on Tuesday, Dec. 29, and every subsequent Tuesday, at Mr Hobson’s, 
Manchester. 
J. Boulton, Ashton-under Lyne, carri first div. of 5s 4d on Tuesday, Dec. 29, and 




















every subsequent Tuesday, at Mr Hobson’s, Manchester. 

J. Breakenridge, Liverpool, tailor—first div. of 10s on Wednesday, Jan. 6, or any 
subsequent Wednesday, at Mr Morgan’s, Liverpool. 

S Mead and W. Mead, Liverpool, iron merchants—second div 23d on Wednesday, 
Jan. 6, or any subsequ Wednesday, at Mr Morgan's, Liverpool. 

R. L, Dawson and P. Vance, Liverpool, merchants—second div. of 53d 1 Wednes- 
day, Jan.*6, or any subseq t Wednesday, at Mr Morgan's, Liverpool 

M. W. Osborne, Coventry er—first div. of 4s on Wednesday, Dec. 30, or any 
subsequent Wednesday, at eston’s, Birmingham. 

J. Parton, Birmingham, final div. of 3d on Wednesday, Dec. 30, and every 
alternate Wednesday subsequent to that day, at Mr Bittleston’s, Birmingham 

G. Atkins, Liverpool, brewer — second div. of 6d on Thursday, Dec. 24, or any subse- 
quent Thursday, at Mr Cazenove’s, Liverpool 

W. Watts, Doncaster, mill wright—first di 6s 8d on Friday, Jau. 1, ora + 
quent Friday, at Mr Kynaston’s, Leeds 

R. Cook, Gain-boroueh, surgeon—div. of 20s Wednesday, Dec. 30, or any subse- 
quent Wednesday, at Mr Kynaston’s, lull. 

RK. C. Capleton, Cheltenham, tea dealer—first div. of 5s 6d on Wednesday, Dec. 23, 
or any subsequent Wednesday, at Mr Miller’s, Bristol. 

—_— 
Tuesday, December 29. 

DowNING STREET, Dec. 28 The Queen has been pleased to appoint George Grey, 
Esq., to be Governor-in-Chief of and over the islands of New Zesland, and Governo: 
and Con inder-in-Chief in and over each of the two separate provinces of New 
Ulster aan New Munster 

Her Majesty bas further been pleased to appoint Edward John Eyre, Esq., to be 
Lieutenant-Governor of each of the two said separate provinces of New | ind 
New Munster. 

The Queen has been pleased to appoint Sir John Gaspard Le Marchant, Kut, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in the army, to be Governor and Commander-in Chief in and over the 


island of Newfoundland and its dependencies 


PARTNERSHIPS DISSOLVED. 
Knobel and Tuc kwell, Charles street, Berkeley square, and King street, St James’s 
square, wine merchants— Knobel, Hamilton, and Co., King street, St James’s square, 
wine merchants ; as far as regards J. F. Knobel—Mercer and Sons, Coventry, watch 








manufacturers ; as far as :egards W. H. Mercer—Lewis and Son, Mincing lane, colonial 
brokers—Peat and Yardley, Halshaw moor, Lancashire, ironfouncers— Wilson and Kir- | 
win, Manchester, screw bolt makers—Perks and Jones, Heneage street, n, near 
Birmingham, builders—Huggett and Vaughan, Lisson grove North, school mistresses— 
Baker, and J., H., and W. Tucker, Trump street, Laurence lane, warchousemen ; as far 
as regards J. Baker—Weinman and Newman, Cable street, Wellclose square, shoe ma- | 
nufacturers—Webb and Gough, Gloucester, carpenters—Geldart and Co., Norwich, corn | 
merchants—Hoby, Robson, and Knowles, Skinner street, lace manufacturers - Pasley | 
and J. Sharpe, Curtain road, Shoreditch, glass merchants ; also of High street, Hoxton 
Old Town, cigar merchants — Millard and Olive , Olveston, Gloucestershire, carpenters— 
Turner and Hinds, H ills street, Finsbury, worsted dyers—Buchanan, Howie, and Co., 


Jamaica, | 
ONS OF DIVIDENDS. 


Glasgow ; and Buchanan and Co., Kingston, 
DECLARAT 


G. S. Coxwell and W. Croser, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, merchants, first and final div. 
of 8s 11d, on W. Croser’s separate estate, and first and final div. of 1s 5d on the separate 
estate of G. S. Coxwell, on Saturday, Jan. 2, or any subsequent Saturday, at Mr Wak- 


ley’s, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
G. Nelson, Lazonby, Cumberland, farmer, first and final div. of 5s, on Saturday, 
2, or any subsequent Saturday, at Mr Wakley’s, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


Jan. 





T. Langston, Manchester, sharebroker, first div. of 9d, on Tuesday, Jan. 5, or any 
subsequent Tuesday, at Mr Fraser’s, Manchester. 

J. Gray, Manchester, upholsterer, first div. of 1s, on Tuesday, Jan. 5, or any subse- 
quent Tuesday, at Mr Fraser’s, Manchester. 

W. Dunnett, Manchester, commission agent, second div. of 3d, on Tuesday, Jan. 5, or 


any subsequent Tuesday, at Mr Fraser’s, Manchester. | 

I’. Oxton, Liverpool, cart owner, first div of 14d, on Wednesday, Jan. 6, or any sub- 
sequent Wednesday, at Mr Morgan's, Liverpool. 

W. M’Dowall and R. Brown, Pemberton row, Gough square, printers, first div. of 3s | | 
42d on the separate estate of R. Brown, and first div. of 4s 3d. on the separate estate of | | 
W. M'Dowal!l,any Wednesday, at Mr Whitmore’s, Basinghall street. j 

BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED. 
Thomas William Clark, High s.reet, Strood, licensed common brewer. 
ANKRUPTS. 

Mary ANN SnHensTon, Brewer street, Somers town, scale 
render on Jan. 15, at half-past 12 o’clock, Feb. 9, at 1, at the 
citors, Messrs Kell and Chaflers, Bedford row ; official assignee, 





manufacturer, to sur- 
Bankrupts’ Court: soli 
Mr Groom, Abchurch 





lane. 

WittramM WHitsep CoLEMAN, Southampton, provision dealer, Jan. 5, at 2 o'clock, 
Feb. 9, at 12, at the Bankrupts’ Court: solicitors, Messrs Freeman, Bothamley, and | | 
Benthall, Coleman street ; official assignee, Mr Pennell. 

Henry Brewer, Great Waltham, Essex, draper, Jan. 9, at 12 o’clock, Jan. 30, at 
2, at the Bankrupts’ Court: solicitors, Messrs Soles and Turner, Aldermanbury ; offi- | 
cial assignee, Mr Follett, Sambrook court, Basinghall street. | 

Joun BEpDLETON Morris, Kingston-upoa- Hull, shoemaker, Jan. 13, Feb. 3, at 10 | 
o’clock, at the Leeds District Court of Bankruptcy: solicitors, Mr Hicks, Gray's inn ; 





Mr Bell, 
Hull. 
Jonn Percy Moore, 


and Messrs Levett and Champney, Hull; official assignee, Mr Kynaston, 
Plymouth, chymist, Jan. 14, Feb. 4, at 1, at the Exeter Dis- 
trict Court of Bankruptcy: solicitors, Messrs Gregory and Co., Bedford row; Mr Cross, 
Plymouth ; Mr Terrell, Exeter ; official assignee, Mr Hirtzel, Exeter. | 
Tuomas Norton, Birmingham, builder, Jan, 9, Feb. 6, at 11 o’clock, at the Bir- 
mingham District Court of Bankruptcy : solicitor, Mr Chesshire, Birmingham ; official 


assignee, Mr Christie, Birmingham. 
it 
‘ 
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BANKRUPTS 
, patten maker, Chichester, Sussex, 
8, at eleven, atthe Court of Bankruptcy: 
London; Messrs Staniland and Long, 


at half 
official 
street, 


to surrender Jan. !1, 
Mr Turquand, 
Bouverie 


YEOKRGE Wuit 
past one, and F a 
assignee, Old Jewry chambers, 
Fleet street 





Georct Frepericx YWowr, merchant, Chester place, Kennington, Jan. 20, at 
half-past one, and Feb. 16, at twelve, at the Court of Bankruptcy: Mr Edwards, offi- 
cial assginee, Frederick's place, Old Jewry ; Messrs Lawrence ard Plews, Oid Jewry 
chambers, Old Jewry, City. 

Perer ALLAN Hannarorp, bookseller, Exeter, Jan. 14, at one, and Feb. 10, at 
eleven, at the Exeter District Court: Mr Hernaman, official assignee, Fxeter; Mr 
Stogdon, Exeter: Mr Freeman, Wo'hamley, and Mr Bentha!!, Coleman street. 

Wittram Gines, baker, Welford, Gloucestershire, Jan. 15. and Feb. 16, at one, at 
the Bristol District Court: Mr Miler, official assignee, Bristol; Mr Wilkes, Glou- 
cester. 

Ropert Kirke, coal dealer, Lianelly, Carmarthenshire, Jan. 19, and Feb. 12, at 
half-past eleven, atthe Bristol district Court: Mr Acraman, official «.signee, Bris- 
tol; Mr Venning & Co, Tokenhouse yard, Londun; Mr Chitty, Shaftesbury 

Joun WiItkinson, ship owner, Stockton-upon Tees, Jan, 15, and F:b. 16, at one 
at the Newcas le-npon-Tyne District Court: Mr Baker, official assignee, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne; Mr Allison, Durlington; Mr Philipson, Newcastle-upon-Tyne; Messrs 
Tilson, Squance, Clark, and Morrice, Coleman street. 


at the Liver- 
Staple 


Joun GRIFFITHS, stationer, Liverpool, Jan. 12 and Feb 9 

, , ery ’ 
pool District Court: Cazenove, official assignee, Liverpool ; 
inn, London; Tryer, Liverpool. 
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Mails are Due 


Madeira, 
Madeira, 


at eleven, 
Chester and Co,, 


fon.—Lisbon, 
Venezuela, and 
, Jan. 7. 


Jan. 5; West 


and Havana, 


In- 
Jan. 7 $ 


At South 
dies, 
Bermuda 


Spain, and Gibraltar, Jberia, 
Jan. 7; Mexico, Honduras, 
“ve 


























At Falmou Madeira, Brazil, and Buen »s Ayres, 7B. Crane, Jan. 27 
At Liverpool.—British N. America, Bermuda, and United States, Cambria, Jan, 15 
Mails will be Despatched 
FROM LONDON 

On January 2nd (evening), for Grprattar, Matra, Greece, Iontan Istanps, Synia 
Ecypt, Inpta, and Cnina, por steamer, via Southampton. 

On January 4th (evening), for Brirish Norta America, Bermupa, and Unrrap 
States, per Hibernia steamer, via Liverpool 

On January 4 (evening), for Maprina, Brazite, and Buenos Ayres, per Penguin 
packet, via ans 

On January 7th (morning), for Vico, Oporto, Lisnon, Capiz, and GipraLtar, per 
steamer, ria Sonthampt i 

On January 7th (evening), for MEDITARRANEAN, Eoyrpt, Inpia, Cutna, &c. via Mar- 
seilics 

N.B.—The Tiger steamer fs appointed to sai! from Southampton on the 4th January 
fin lien of the Tiber steamer) for Genoa, LeGuory, Civita Veccura, and NaPuss. 
Letters in time on the 2ud January. 

MAILS ARRIVED. 
LATEST DATES. ‘: 

Dec. 28.—Lisnon, per H. M. steamer Scowrge.—Lisvon, Dec. 17; Oporto and Vigo 
20 ; Corunna, 23. 

Dec. 28,—Inpta (via Marseilles).—Hong Kong. Oct. 30; Calcutta and Singapore, 
Nov. 7; Penang, 9; Madras, 13; Bombay, 16; Ceylon, 17; Aden, 28; Alexandria, 
Dec. 10; Malta, 16. 

Dec. 29.—DPENtnsutaR, per Royal Tar steamer.—Gibraltar, Dec. 16; Cadiz, 17 ; 
Lisbon , 20; Oporto, 21 ; Vigo, 23. 

Dec. 31.—~AMFR'cA, per Caledonia stermer.—Newfoundland, Prince Edward's Is- 
and, and Frederickton, Dec. 11; Montreal and St John’s, N.B., 12; Dorchester, 13; 
New York. 16; Boston, 17 ; Holifax, 19 

Jan. 1, 1847.—Bnaztis. per H M. packet Siri/f.—Mideira, Aug.18 ; Santa Cruz, 20; 
Pernambuco, Sept. 12; Bahia, 17 ; Rio Janeiro, Nov. 6. 
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CALLS FOR JANUARY. 





















































Name of Company. No. of Shares, Call, Amount 
ia £ 
1 Manchester and Leeds Quarters ...... SS ° lo 0 puted 195,000 
Manchesterand Leeds—Liverpooland 

Bury ove 18,200 evccce 3°16 evccee 69,160 
Manchester and Leeds—Manchester, 

Bolton, and Bury fifths ... — eovece 4 0 covece _ 
London ont Blackwall new . 24,000 1 DO — aeceee 24,000 
Midiand and Erewash Valley line _ > O eocece — 2 
Northern and Eastern........-.escccceseee » O 56,320 
Lynn and Ely iapnipnevanwoerenstineennse 8,000 » 0 40,000 

2 Fleetwood, Preston, & Weat Riding J -- 010 _- 
Newcastle and Carlisle new 100/ sh. 3,000 20 0 60,000 
Newcastle and Carlisle new quarters 3,090 5 0 15,000 
Leeds and Selby (Y. & N.M ie sh. 6,700 10 0 67,000 
Ditto—25! shares....c.sscsseseesss ee 25,300 » 0 ee 126,500 

4 Newry, Warrenpoint, & Re osstrevo or.. 5,000 evccee 5 0 cores 5,000 

5 Midland Extension Lines .........0+.. C2500 —s_ ccoee ° 6 0 eecece 375,000 
Midland Railway, 6 per cent sh ares— 

ON the 592 SNArES oce.-cccccesrsccecovece 53,500 evens 2 0 eo 107,000 

Dit:o—on the 37/7 5s shares......... 7,539 ecceee 3 14 G caves 28,082 
Midland Gt. Western of Ireland 50/ sh 15,000 ano 5 0 coveve 79,000 

6 Geand Unlen ccccccccececccccnscccapees cocece -- 1 $ eevee _ 
Ambergate, &c.....000 4 76,000 1 5 eae 95,000 

7 South Eastern and Dover, No. 4...... 289,000 1 5 eoveee «= 1, 2550 

8 Leeds, Dew.bury, & Man. 50/ shares 10,000 5 6 aint 50,000 
Great Western, 172 shares....cosc-ssscce 67,700 een S38 = awww 169,250 
Great Western 252 shares .......-cceses 93,008 ecoese 210 — anvee aoe 500 

9% Bristol and Exeter Thirds .........s000+s 15,060 ececee 6 0 coece 75,000 

10 Eastern Counties 14/ 15s shares ...... SC BOO acocce 1 4 eee 70,060 
Grand Junction (L. and N.W.)} 257 sh. 24,789 5 0 123,945 
Eastern Counties new 14/ 16s shares 164,00) 2 0 325,000 
Northern and Eastern new scrip ...... 4,136 a. ae Gunne 40,768 
Northern and Eastern quarter shares 12,298 cee cee 14 oeseee 14,649 
Thames Haven Dock and Railway ... — = aeesee 5 0 o —_ 

£5 Birmingham and Oxford .........000008 50,000 Sas BC ceoere 150,000 
Birmingham, Wolverhampton, and 

Bower Valley occcccsbocesscoccscooconcccece 55,000 evecce 218 cosces 159,500 
Reading, Guildford, and Reigate..... » 40,000 1 8 e00e 56,000 
London, Brighton, and South Coast . 45.992 lo 0 cccce | SUR ee 
South Wales.......000+. 50,000 5 0 esesee 250,000 
Leeds and Bradford... ; 38,600 om 8 0 nant 90,000 

19 Eastern Counties (York Extension)... _ 2 0 - 
Huddersfield and Sheffield Junction 10,898 5 0 54,0°0 
Manchester and Leeds—Hu ddersfie!d 

and Sheffield Junction 50/ shares... _ eoceee ’ 6 osecee =_- 
Sheffield, Ashton-under-Lyne, and 

Manchester, § shares (late No. 3 

quarters . i! : 219 ° _- 

20 Norfolk new 10/ sha eo 22,00 1 0 22,000 
Belfast and Ballyniena .........ceeeee+0 => ss daeewe 21D ss cenene 

21 Ips hand Bury St Edmu = 16,000 S10 sume 40,000 
Taw Val ailway and Dock Compy. : 0 5 @ = wecece 35,000 

22 Scotti M 1 JUNCtION......ccccee > ) 0 eee 61,000 

3 East Lis 24 ) 65,( 
Shrewsbu ‘ 1 ) 

I ( CW SDATCS.cccccccccee 43,900 —§ covece 
£4,4)1,844 
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FOREIGN 
CALLS FOR JANUARY, 
Name of Company No. of Shares Cc ‘ 
£ £ 
OE TRON Pe ivcksesicrcsctanmsnsesee TOO . sem 2 _- 1,0 
CROSS TARMOMID ITE cccccicccccescccsconecce § FOOOO —saosiece 2 0 00,000 
20 Northern of F ance ...... OG — everse »,000 
ES IE SAO ons nedceninilcnieensibtins ,; 0 20,000 
Boulogne and AmMiens...ccccccccccescscces 7,000 — eavece ..@. ~Guenies 0,000 
25 Sambre and Meuse .......cccoscccccccseee 31,000  — covcce 2 DO —s._ cenree 62,00 
£1,257,00) 
MEETING 
Exeter, Dorchester, and Weymouth Feniaien, Gants , Jan. 2. 
Lesmahegow, Dalserf, and Coatbrid Mineral Junction, Edinr., Jan. 4. 
Derbyshire, Staffordshire, and W satershire Junction, Westminr., Jan 
Madrid and Valencia, London, Jan. 5, 
Ely and Huntingdon, London, Jan. 7 
Worcester, Warwick, and Rugby, Loudon, Jan. 7 
South Devon, Plymouth, Jan. 9 
Sambre and Meuse, London, - I 
Rouen and Havre, Paris, Jan 
Stockt and Hartlepool, Stockton 1 -Tees, Jan, 12 
Rouen and Havre, Paris, Jan. 12 
Readi Guildford, and Reigate, London, Jan. 14 
Tenby, Saundersfyot, and South Wales Railway and Pier Company, London 
Jan. 15 
Glasgow, Dumfries, and Carlisle, Glasgow, Jan. 15 
Belgian Railways, London, Jan. 16 
Northern Counties Union, London, Jan, 20. 
Templemore and Nenagh, London, Jan. 2). 

Liverpool, Manchester, and Newcastle Junc‘'ion, Manchester, Jan. 26. 
Waterford, Wexford, Wicklow, and Dublin, adjourned, Feb. 17. 
TENDERS FOR RAILWAY LOANS. 

Edinburgh, Leith, and Granton—Sums of not less than 500/ for three years, at 44 per 
cent 

Great Western—Sums of not less than 1,000/ f “ls of 5 or7 years, at 4 per cent. 

Grand Junction— Sums of not lessthan 1,000/ for ears, at 33 per cent. 

Manchester and Birmingham —Sums of a limited amount, for 3, 5, or 7 years, at 4 per 
cent. 

Sheftield and Manchester —Sums of not less than 500/, and for periods of 3, 5, or 7 years 


at 4 per cent 
and Selby—Sums of not 
Bradford —Amour 


Hull 
Lee 


500/, for 3 or 7 yeara, 


‘rest required 


less than 
it to b aeons 


at 4 per cent 


1 


sand nte 









Newcastle and Darlington—Sumsot not a n 1,000/, for 3, 5,or7 years, at 4 percent. 
South Devon—Sums of not less than 5 fi 3 years, at five per cent. | 
Blackburn and Pre n—Sun arnt ned nde 500’, at 4per cent. 

London and Birmin 1m—Sums of not less than 1,000/, at 4 percent. 

Manchester and Leeds—Sums of not less than 1,000/, for periods of 3, 5, or 7 years, | 


ily 
)0/, for per 


at 4 per cent., payable 
Midland—Sums of not 


half yeu 


less than 1,0( iods of 3,5, or 7 years, at 4 per cent. 


Glasgow, Paisley, Kilmarnock, and Ayr—Suis of not less thau 500/ for three years, 
at 4 per cent 
York and Morth Midland—Sums of not less th 1,000/, at 4 per cent 
Bristol and Exeter —For 2,5, or 7 years, at 4 per cent re r annum, payable half- 


yearly. 


Chester and Holyhead —At 4} per cent, payable half-yearly. 


R AILWAY NEWS. 


Asnpurton, NEWTON, AND SouTH Dever ~ The first general meeting was 
held last week. The report from the directors stated that— 

The receipts have amounted to 10, is nd the payments to 4,516/7 183% 54, 
leaving a balance of 6,052/ 6s, of which sum 5,712/ 12s 6d is invested in exchequer bills, 
bearing interest from last March. ‘The first ordinary meeting of proprietors would have 
been called earlier but for the pending negotiations between this and the South D 
boards, relative to the leasing of the line to the latter company. The basis of an a 
ment has been concluded, and which will be more immediately referred to in the special 
meeting which is to follow this. The act of parliament empowers the tors to Day 
the proprietors 4 per cent interest on the amount of calls as soon as Si per share had 
been paid. The directors propose to avail themselves of this power. The line has re- 
ceived, with a very few exceptions, the sanction and support of the proprietors and oc- 
cupiers of the land. 

The following report was presented to the special meeting which followed :— 


Your directors have to report that egotiations which have been pending with 
the South Devon board for a lease of the line to that company have been brought to a 
successful issue. The terms which have been agreed upon are: That the South Devon 
company shall take a lease of the line on i's completion for a term of seven years, at a 
renta] equal to four per cent on the outlay, not exceeding 139,000/, with half the profits 
after the rent and ai! charges. In consenting to this rent your directors did not think 
it prudent to stipulate for a longer term than seven years, under the firm conviction 
that, at the expiration of that period, the tratlic of the district, having been fully deve- 
loped, would prove more remunerative than the rent now to be given. Your directors, 
in conclusion, beg to recommend the proprietors to approve of the arrangement entered 
into with the South Devon company. 


EPITOME OF 


5691 4s 5d, a 


syvou 





rree- 





ire 


\s 





the 


“ That the agreement mentioned in the above report be 
confirmed.” Mr J. 3B. Paige seconded the motion. Mr H. Vatcher opposed the 
motion, and having stated several reasons why he thought the agreement for a 
lease to the South Devon company should not be confirmed, in conclusion, 
moved the following amendment :—“ That the directors be empowered to re- 
open the negotiations with the South Devon company, and to agree for a lease 
of the line at a rental of 4} per cent on the outlay and half profits, or that the 
South Devon company should cut the line themselves and pay off the share- 
holders at par.” Mr Richards seconded the amendment, which was supported 
by Mr White; but, upon being put by the chairman, the original motion was 
carried. 


COLCHESTER, STouR VALLEY, SupBpuRY, AND HALSTEAD.—A special meet- 
ing was held at the office, Colchester, on Monday, when resolutions were passed 
authorising the leasing of the line to the Eastern Union, and to proceed with 
certain extensions. Mr T. L’Estrange Ewen, the chairman of the board, pre- 
sided. Mr F. B. Philbrick, one of the solicitors, road the report, which set out 
with recommending the adoption of a resolution to enable the board to pay 
interest upon the calls, the provisions to that effect having been inadvertently 
omitted in the act of parliament. The next subject treated of was the agree- 
ment with the River Stour Navigation company, for purchasing their intere.t 
in such river, at the rate of 700/ per share, half the amount to be paid in cash, 
and the other half in Stour Valley railway shares of 25! cach ; to raise the capi- 
tal required for this purpose, as also to convert such portions of the work as 


The chairman moved, 


might be deemed desirable from a single to a double line of rails, it was pro- 
posed to create 10,000 new shares of 10/ each, to be first offered, share for 
share to the holders of original shares in the company, and to rank in all re- 


spects as part of the original capital of the company, such new stock to be called 


upon from time to time as the payments for the river shares became due. ‘The 
— next —_ ithe proposed extensions to Milford, Lavenham, and Clare, 
d from Lavenham to Bury St Edmunds, al! of them called for by the wants 
f tl districts Ihe additional capital, which would be thu ired, th 
irectors recommended to |! I xten ] 1 i st 
might judge expedient 
Seneca acaba — 
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FOREIGN RAILWAY NEWS. 


FRANCE 


(From our own ¢ vonden?t,) 


res 
Paris, Dec ~The financial and are of a miscellaneous 
| character. Money is not guite so scarce, on account of the large amount of 
| commercial business which necessarily attends new year's day in France. ‘The 
calls of the Paris and Lyons railway company have been paid in a very punctual 
manner. The company allowed fifteen days for that payment, from the 5th 
to the 21st of December. All the holders of shares immediately answered the 
call, so that there was a crowd at the offices of the company, and many persons 
were d to return three and four times before being able to pay. The 
North began to decrease towards the 19th inst, though the company had received 
till then but nine millions of franes, out of the whole sum of thirty millions. 
All the stockbrokers, sixty in number, had received from their clients a vast 
number of Lyous shares as deposits, and they had obtained from the company 


railway news 


oblig 





the leave of paying the call from the 23rd to the 26th inst; so that on Christ- 
mas eve, the company had received 254 millions; and as they must grant to cach 
share 2fr 50c, for six months’ interest on the 125fr which were originally paid, 


they have but twenty-nine instead of thirty millions to receive, so that the ca'l 
is already complete, minus the trifle of 500,000fr. 

These particulars being known on Monday last, they cheered up all the share- 
holders, and broug):t about a decided improvement in the quotations of every de- 
scription of railways; so much so, as it Was generally believed that the call of the 
Northern line would give rise to no greater difficulty. They hoped that those 53 
millions of francs would be invested in the public stocks, and return into the ge- 
neral circulation. However, at the very moment when those favourable ideas 
were spr.ad among the speculators, discgyraging reports were circulated about 
the situation of the Bank of France. It seems that an important meeting of the 
directors of that establishment took place on Saturday last, and it was again dis- 
cussed as to What measures ought to be taken to stay the decrease of the bullion, 
which at this moment amounts to 73 millions of francs, A strong party declared 
in favour of an increase of the rate of discount. But as this step is looked upon 
in France #8 much more important than in England, it was agreed that they 
would come to no decision before New year’s day, in order to let the settling ac- 


counts of the Bourse go off peaceably. But the matter must be discussed 
over on Saturday next (Jan. 2). They have, however, agreed that the ac- 


counts of bills which ought to be discounted should be restricted immediately. 

hose measures began to transpire on Monday, towards the end of the Bourse, 
and they lave forced the quotations down. On Tuesday, the Journal des Debats 
published a new article on the financial crisis, and drew such a discouraging 
picture of railway and money matters, that a new fall was the consequence, on 
every description of shares. Besides, it is generally stated that the Minister of 
Finances will be obliged, in the next session, to introduce a bill authorising the 
Government to raise a new loan of from four to six millions of pounds, in order 
to meet the expenses of the inundations and of the cor:n purchases. 

The Journal des Debats, in the article of Tuesday, announced that the Govern- 
ment is determined to come to the help of the companies, and that hope has a 
little restrained the full in the shares of the principal lines. 


But vague ap- 
pre hensions are 


again prevailing everywhere, and it is not probable that we 
shail have a decided improvement for several months. 

The subject of the Paris and Lyons terminus is always pending with all the 
importance of a political affair. The Minister of Public Works, before laying 
the question befvre the council of cabinet, has desired to have the matter exa- 
mined » nd discussed by the general council of the ponts et chaussees, Mr Ke- 
maingant, a general inspector of railways, bas been entrusted with the report of 
the council, aad he declared for the place of the Bastile, and decided against the 
place Mazas. Accordingly, on Monday last, the partizans of both places were 
convened before the council, in order to make their statements. M. Beudin 
epoke in favour of Mazas, and M. Julien, the engineer, and M. Stourm, the 
council of the Paris and Lyons company, in favour of the Bastile. They de- 
clared, in the name of the directors of the company, that a formal protestation 
would be carried before the Chambers if the place Mazas was adopted; as the 
Inw itself had provided that the terminus should be placed as nearly as possible 
to the Bastile. 

A combination is much spoken of at this moment, in order to give confidence 
to the shareholders of the Northern shares, An insurance company, headed by 
M. J. Rothschild, M. Talabot, and M. Verdeau, would be formed, in order to as- 
sure to every share a dividend of 30fr during 10 years. The sum exceeding 30fr 
would be equally divided between the shareholders and the insurers. The shares 
would be received at the price of 700fr. However, few persons believe that 
this scheme is serious, and it seems to have been published in order to pnsh up 
the price of the shares, which cannot rise very easily above 650fr. 

rhe trials on the viaduct of Malaunay are going on without any accident, and 
will be at an end on the first day of January. It seems the company has ob- 
tained important modifications for the other trials, so that the line can be opened 
for traffic in the latter part of next month. ‘The shares which had experienced 
so great a fallin consequence of the absurd trials which were required from the 
company, begin to be much sought after and torise, and the shares of Rouen have 
partaken in this improvement. It is generally believed that the next dividend 
of the Paris and Rouen railway, which must be declared in January, will be sa- 
tisfactory, as the receipts have been constantly on the increase during the whole 
year 

The Lyons and Avignon railway company have obtained from the Conseil 
d@’Ftat the sanction to their statutes, which will be authorised by a royal ordi- 
nance toward- the 15th of January. There is a general apprehension upon our 
market that the shares of that company will be issued officially at the parquet of 
the stockbrokers immediately after the sanctioning ordinance, because a vast 
number of bargains have been made for a twelvemonth back, which must be set- 
tled at the moment of the emission, and as there many such bargains on the 
Bordeaux and Cette, which have not been yet settled, because the English titles 
have not yet becn sent to our market, it would occasion a new confusion, and 
consequently a new fall in the quotations, 








he folowing are the variations of the railway shares for the next account from the 
22nd to the 29th instant :—The Northerns have risen 3fr 75c, at 652fr 50c ; Orleans has 















fallen 2°r 50c, at 1262fr 50e; Marseilles 2fr 50c, at A8zfr 50c; Bordeaux and Cette Ife 
25e, at 450fr ; Havre has risen 23fr Tic, at 685fr 75c ; Rouen i3fe 25e, at 923fr Toe; Bale 
ifr 25c, at 221fr 25c ; Vierzon 5fr, at 6fr 5c; Bordeaux 6fr 25c, at 568fr 75c; Lyons If; 
2 r 50c; Versailles (R.B.) 2fr 50c, at 400fr; Strasbourg 2fr 50c, at 485fr 
len fr 25c, at 488fr 75c. 
| Panis, Dec. 30.—Half-past Four.—We hada flat market, and the principal shares 
4] Were continually sellers, thou the variations have been insignificant. There was no 
i circulation, but every body seems to fear that a loan will be negotiated ia the 
|| cours f the next summer, 
} i Nori/herns have fallen for the account at 3fr The, at G48fr 75ce; Rouen ifr 25c, at 
{| 922fr S0c¢; Havre I’ 25c, at 682fr 50¢; Marseilles 5fr, at &77fr 50c; Vierzon 5fr, at 
7° ; Lyons Ifr 25e, at 512fr 25 
|] ‘The exchange on short bills of London is at 25fr 32g¢, and for 3 months at 25fr 2de. 
| o 
8 \TA.— We perceive in the comparison betw the receipts of the Northern lin 
and fo and of Rouen, that a transposition has beeh made in the receipts 
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of Rouen and Orleans for the second week (September), the receipts of Rouen being 
117,020:r l5e, and those of Orleans 135,692fr 92c. In consequence of that error, several 
other figures must be changed, and the average increase of Orleans for three years is 
55fre G4e per cent, and of Rouen 55fr 79e per cent. Besides, the calculation did not com- 
prise the probable receipts of the brinches, which may be valued at one third per kilo 
meter of the receipts of the main line. On correcting those errors, we find that the re- | 
ceipts of Northern line may arrive at the figure of 20,343,¢¢6fr, without the 
with them at 25,238,890fr. On deducting 45 per cent for the working ex- | 


penses, there remains 13,841,593fr to be divided among the shareholders, or 6fr 92c¢ per 
cent. 


the 
branches, and 


Maprip, Dee 
quotations ; 


24.—Three per cents 53j for paper, 33} for money ; 4 percents without 
5 per cents 2‘ 1 for paper; bt without interest, 6§ for money ; coupons 19 
for paper; Vales was consolidated 8§; exchanges on Paris, 15 17 to 18; on London, 
374. 


ae 


BELGIUM. 

The Belgian rallway direction have just puolished the account of traffic and receipts 
during the month of November. The number of passengers amounted to 258,855 ; there | 
had been carried 72,198,611 kilogrammes of heavy goods; the receipts have been 
1,093,520 franes, which shows an increase upon the corresponding month of 1845 of 
158,000 francs, in which the goods alone amount to 117,000 francs. It is above all on 
this last article that the increase is annually more and more apparent. 

A direct line from Brussels to Ghent is again seriously entertained ; the interests of | 
the capital are all in its favour, and the vote of the Chambers is nearly certain, notwith- | 
standing the opposition of Vermonde and Malines. 

We have formerly spoken of a line to connect the communes situated along the 
Rupel to the government line from Antwerp to Malines, and we have demonstrated that 
this enterprise could have no advantageous result for the subscribers. Since then the 
plan has been altered, and they have added to the scheme the construction of a bridge 
upon the Rupel at Boom. Opening this railway to the numerous population of Small- 
Brabant, will give to the enter prise an importance and a degree of usefulness that we 
forme:ly argued against. An inquiry is now open upon the project. 











RAILWAY SHARE MAREET. 


LONDON. 


Mowpay, Dec. 28.—The share market opened this morning somewhat briskly, and at 
prices fully as high as were demanded on Saturday; but before noon the tide began to 
turn again, and the market closes with rather a beavier aspect. Some the old 
stocks closed better than on Saturday, but scrips of all kinds by no means !ook so firm 
ax they didthen. North Stoffords closed heavy, sellers 44 prem. Birmingham and 
Oxfords are not quite so good, having receded to 9}, 4 prem. French stocks werealso 
good in the morning, but they, too, gave way before the close of business, end left off 
flatter. The principal business of the day was transacted in the following lines:— 
Aberdeen, 25, 9; Amber:sate, Nottingham, Boston, and Eastern Junction, 23,3; Bir 
mingham, Wolverhampton, and Dudley, 64,6 prem,; Birmingham and Oxford June- 
tion, 119, 4. #, 3; Caledonian, 30, 4, 295; ditto, half shares, 2}, 3, §; Direct Northern, 
34, 9,8; Reg. Eastern Counties, 23, §; ditto, new, 7}, @prem.; ditto, York Exten- 
sion, 3§, §; East Lincolnshire, 2}, ¢, 3}; Edinburgh and Glasgow, 76,8; ditto, half 
shares, 21, 4; Ely and Huntingdon, 133, §, 14; Goole, Doucaster, and Sheffield, 22, 2; 
Great North of England, 239. 8; Ipswich and Bury St. Edmunds, 13}, 4; Ipswich, 
Bury, and Norwich, 4}, 9; Leeds and Bradford, 754. 4; Leeds, Dewsbury, and Man- 
chester, 314, 3; Leeds and Thir-k, 16}, 4; ditto, new, 5, 43; London and Blackwall, 
84, 4; London, Brighton, and South Coast, 50), 9, }; Loadon and South-Western, 63, 
4; London and York, 23, @ rez.; Lynn and Ely, 17, } ; Lynn and Dereham, 163, §.17; 
Manchester and Leeds, 108, }; ditto, quarter shares, 7, }; ditto, Extension, 1g, § 
prem. ; Manchester, Buxton, and Matlock, 14,2 prem.; Manchester and Southamp- 
ton, 14, 9; Mi id, 131, 20}, 305; ditto, new, 324, 3; ditto, new,7, 34: North British, 
365, 62 ; ditto ha!f shares, 15g, 4. 3; ditto quarter shares, 3g, 4; ditto, Extension, 14, ¢; 
ditto, thirds, 33, 3; North Staffordshire, 94,9, §; Scottish Central, 22,4; Shrewsbury 
and Birminghwm, Class A, 53, 4. }; Shropshire Union, 3, 4 dis.; West Riding Union, 
24, 4, 2 prem.; York and Newcastle, 38}, 3,3; ditto, preference, 74, F, 4, 5. 

Turspay, Dec. 21.—A considerable flainess has prevailed in the share market to-day, 
although there has not been any very important fluctuations of price. Oxford and 
Birmingham and Dudley and Wolverhampton shares have suffered a slight decline, 
but generally the decline of price is so trivial as not to demand a special notice. The 
French shares liave participated in the dulness. The following are the quotations at 
which the chief business has been done :—Wirmingham and Gloucester, 6}, 
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Aprem ; 
Caledonian, 294, §.4; Eastern Counties, 3, 24; Edinburgh and Glasgow, half 
shares, 21. 4,3 ly and Huntin zdon, 13}, 144; Great Southern and Western ( Ireland) 


283,8; Great Western, 129; ditto, quarter shares, 174, 18; ditto, new, 6%, 7; Liver- 
Manchester, and Newcastle Junction, 24. §, 2; London and North Western, 196, 
London and York, 24, j ree.; London, Salisbury, and Yeovil, 14,2; Lynn and 
Ely, 173. 4; Midland, 131, 30; Newcastle and Berwick, 34%, § ; North British, 36, 5]; 
Shrewsbury and Birmingham, Ciass A, 5g, $; York and Newcastle, 384, 4. 

WepwnespAy, Dec, 30.—A very decided change for the better took place th 
ing in the share market, The demand for all kinds of old shares was extreme! 
the orders being chi fly from the country, and in nearly all cases at improved prices 
The Leeds and Manchester and the Great Western particularly participated in the im 
provement, which, however, to ale ser or greater degree was generai. Some of the 
“light” shares have slso improved. Oxford and Birmingham: are better, and Dover 
“furs” have considerab'y improved. The tone of the market was firm and healthy, 
Lbotwithstanding the great abundance of money for temporary purposes; parties con- 
tinue to act with great caution. The following are the quotations at which the princi- 
pal business of the day has been done : —Aberdeen, 243, 5}; Birmingham and Oxford 
Junction, 11}, 3, 4, 4; Boston, Stamford, and Birmingham, §, 3, 3. 3 prem. ; Cale- 
donian, 29%, 3; Ditto, balf shares, 2g, }, Direct Northern Scrip, 24. 4; Eastern 
Counties, 23, §, 24, 3g, Ditto, new, 7J, 3, } prem. ; East Lincolnshire, 3g, 2j. 3; Eiy 
and Huntingdon, 14, 133, 14; Goole, Doncaster, and Sheffield, 27, 3; eat Northern 
(London and York Reg.) 29, §: Ditto (Direct Northern Reg.) 33, §; Great Southern 
and Western (Ireland), 2583. 4; Leeds and Bradford, 75}, 3; Leeds and Thirsk, 163 ; 
Ditto, new, 4, 44; Londou ant Blackwall, 83, 4; London, Brighton, and South Coast, 
58}, }, Lynn and Dereham, 17, 165, 173; Midland, 130, 1; Ditto, new. 7, 64; New- 
castle and Berwick, 35, 43; Northern Counties Union, 14, {; North Staffordshire, 4. 
4; Shrewsbury and Birmingham, Class A, 5§, 4; Shropshire Union, 2, 3 dis.; South 
Easternand Dover, 40, 3; West 'iding Union, 2}, 4, 2 prem.; York and Newcastle 
38}, 4; Ditto, new, 128, 5; Ditto, Preference, 73, 3. 

Tuurspay, Dec. 31.—The attention of dealers has been chiefly occupied with the 
settlement of the account, which, though a very large one, has gone off well and with- 
out any difficulty. Old shares have again been good, and in most cases a further 
advance in prices has been obtained. Birmingham and Oxfords have been done as 
high as 10 premium, leaving off at 93 prem.; Dudley and W olverhamptons have been 
as high as7 prem.; and old Dovers have been done at 413; London and Yorks ad- 
vanced to? prem. The feeling in the market appeared in favour of a further advance, 
and much confidence would be felt in its present position, but for considerations con- 
nected with the other markets, which must exercise an influence, less or more, on 
the price of shares. The following are the rites at which the chief business hs been 
done :—Birmingham, Wolverhampton, and Dudley, 63, }, 7 prem. ; Birmingham and 
Oxford Junction, 11g, 12, 118, 3; Boston, Stamford, and Birmingham, §, 3, § prem. ; 
Bristol and Exeter, 75}, 6; Caledonian, 29], 30; Eastern Counties, 23, 23, 34; East 
Lincolnshire, 3, 4, 4; Ely and H intingdon, 13}, 14,3; Goole, Doncaster, and Shef- 
field, 29, 4; Great Northern (London and York Reg.), 24, 7, 4: Great Western, 130, 
1; Leeds and Thirsk, 163, 3; London and North Western, 195}, 6, 54; London and 
South Western, 63}, 3, $; London and York, scrip, 23, 4; Lynn and Dereham, 163, 3; | 
Manchester and Southampton, 17, §; Midland, 131, 30; Newcastle and Berwick, 34}, 
3; Northern Counties Union, 13, 4: North Staffordshire, 9, 4, ¢, $; Shrewsbury and 
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irmingham, Class A, 53, 4, 5; ditto, Class B, 22, 4; South Wales, 23, 4 ex int. ; 
York and North Midland, 93}, 4}; ditto, Selby, 817, 29; ditto, East and West Riding 
Extension, 184, }, 4 
Fripiy, Jan, 1.—The share market has shown a general tendency to improvement 
to-day ; price istance wil! be found rather higher than the ations 
yesterday nt, t refore, that there is no apy 8} f 
f ey, n fact of there being nearly five millio if I t 
sh if calls . it to become due in the first 1 th « 
year 
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